(171

* THE EAST-INDIA QUESTION.

Tu1s question, which has so long ag:uud the public nund lLas now
been put into a course of f ion, by the app of
a select committee of inquiry in ench House of Parllament As to the
result of the investigation, we may venture to predict, that it will be some-
what at variance with the conclusions of those, who have expeditiously and
compendiously framed their opinion, respecting this most important ques-
tion, without any evidence at all.

In after times, or even when the tumult of excited passions shall have
been allayed by a decision of the Legislature upon this subject, it will
become matter of astonishment that any considerable portion of the people
of England should hnve been such egregious dupes to imposture; that
men of ding, in the ni h century, should enrol
themselves in a wild crusade, at the preaching of a Peter the Hermit or a
Walter the Penniless; and that a British public, clniming the title of
“ enlightened,” should tolerate, gst other quacking expedients, pro-
posals for lecturing young ladies under fifteen years of age into an abhor-
rence of the East-India Company at the charge of one shilling a head !

One of our essayists (Dr. Goldsmith) has fi lygimputed to the
Englwh m\tmn lhe \veﬂkness of bemg always the voluntary vietim of some
it has been a French invasion, some-
tlmes mad dogs, and sometimes ghosts. = The delirium of the present day
seems to be a phobia of the East-India Company, which is prolonged
beyond the term of existence usually allotted to these ephemeral delusions,
by thie artifices and for the purposes of a party.

‘The carcer- of this party is, however, now verging to-a close. De-
liberate inquiry is fafal to every species of quackery; and it is, therefore,
not to be wondered at, that the partizans of the free-traders, even in Par-
liament, now deprecate inquiry, and seriously call for legislation without
it! We find, from the reportsinthe newspapers, that, in theebate in the
Commons, on the 9th February, one of the members for Bristol pro-
tested against the course pursued, in the appointment of .a committee of
inquiry, and proposed that the House should consider of the measures
proper to be adopted at once, and prior to any inquiry whatever !

The temperate and judicious remarks which fell from the members of his
Majesty's government, when the motions were made, do them infinite
credit, and will tend to calm the apprehensions of many, who, without the
smallest interest in the issue of the question beyond that which belongs to
every individua] in the empire, were alarmed at the apparent preponderance
which popular feeling seemed to haye loqlnred in respect to it. For our-
selves, we never had any such apprel : the idea of legislating without
inquiry never certainly occurred to us, and we had no sort of fear that in-
quiry would not effectually expose the fallacies and falsehoods which have
been circulated throughout the country.

The nation, after the pamphlets, speeches, lectures, and other farcical
exhibitions which have been played off with a view of mystifying it on a
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178 The East-India Question.

lllbjm which not  great many persons could readily comprehend,* will be
at the opinions which his Majesty’s ministers avow :

opinions which must be a little better founded than those of stipendiary
pamphlet-mongers and travelling quacks, and at least as disinterested.
It will be seen that Mr. Peel, exprusly disclaiming, for himself and his
lleagues, any p ion upon the question, pointed out
the impropriety of looking merely to the interests of British commerce,
there being other questions connected with the subject of far greater im-
portance than the extension of trade. Yet even with respect to trade, he
observed, “the documents which would be laid before the committee,
would, he was sure, convince any unprejudiced man, that the sanguine
expectations of great and extensive benefit, which some suppose would
arise from entirely throwing open the trade, ought not to be entertained.”
He called the attention of the House to the character of that body which
is the object of so much calumnious misrepresentation. ¢ Looking,” he
observed, “ to the information of which he was in possession respecting
the East-India Company, viewing the contents of the documents which
were in his hands, he was bound to say that any investigation into the
conduct of that body, would, he believed, tend to their credit: contrasting
the administration of the Company with that of any other colonial esta-
blishment that ever existed, he was convinced that their conduct would
redound greatly to their Lonour. He did think that they had ever been
incited by a sincere desire to promote the welfare and interest of those who
were placed under them.” The same right honourable speaker,—in a
rather different strain from a certain pamphleteer, who contemplates so
calmly the compulsory conversion of Hindu weavers into agricultural la-
bourers, at the cheap sacrifice of a few thousand men and “ a handful of
old women,”—inculcated the  paramount duty,” the inevitable  moral
obligation,” of consulting primarily the welfare of our Hindu subjects;
« whatever wish might be entertained to extend British rights,” he re-
marked, “ we are bound to proteet the rights of the Hindus, and thereby

make them some p ion for the situation in which ci have
placed them.” In the other House, Lord Ellenborough, who moved the
appointment of the Lords’ C even more

pointed.  “ For his own part,” the noble Lord 1§ represented to have said,
“ he would say that it was to him a source of great satisfaction to feel that
the publication of the papers now presented, and of those which had
been presented at the conclusion of the last session of Parliament, would
tend to dissipate the many fallacies and erroneous notions, which had been
industriously eirculated throughout the country on this subject. It was
not,” he afterwards added, “ so much for the satisfaction of their lord-
ships, who possessed so much information on the subject, that the produc-
tion of these papers” (alluding then to certain financial accounts) « was
required, as for the purpose of dissipating the fallacy which had arisen out
of doors, and which had been most industriously propagated in this coun-

* Mr. Cobbett, in his Register of January, has recorded some pretty strong proofs of the abominable
attempts which have been successfully made to deceive the poor artizans in the country on this subject.
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try, viz, that the territorial finances of India derived no benefit from the
commercial funds or profits of the Company. In point of fact,” added
the noble Lord, “since the renewal of the charter, the profits derivable
from the monopoly of the China trade enjoyed by the Company had been
devoted more to the purposes and henefit of the finances of India, than to
any benefit aceruing to the Company themselves from such monopoly.” The
character of the Company’s Indian administration was successfully vindi-
cated by the noble Lord, who bore testimony, as from his official station,
at the head of the India Board, he was competent to do, to the unwearied
endeavours of the Company to reduce the burthens on their subjects, and
to relieve British commerce from all restrictions but  such as, in-his
opinion, must be considered necessary, not for the interests of the East-
India Company, but for the preservation of the connexion between India
and this country.” He concluded, as Mr. Peel did, with a strong appeal
to the House to repel that selfish doctrine, which teaches that the inhabitants
of a dependent territory like India are to be regarded only as the mere
i of ding the of Great Britain. “ Above all
things,” said the noble Lord, “I trust there will be no disposition, on the
part of your lordships, to sacrifice to the seemingly present advantage of
any portion of the population of this country, the happiness of that people,
whose interests should be as dear to your lordships, and whose appeal to
your justice and generosity is as strong :—1I mean the people of India.”
The discussion, properly so called, in both Houses, upon the oceasion
of the motion for the appoi of these i turned upon a
certain private and confidential letter, which, either by an act of larceny,
by a gross and infamoys breach of confidence, or through very culpable
negligence, has been made public. Our readers will find a copy of this
letter, taken from ong of the Caleutta papers (the proper names being
disguised under Indian appellations’ with a satirical meaning, and a few
flippant parentheses being interpolated), inserted in a preceding number
of this journal.* Whatever construction may be put upon the remarks in
that letter, whatever opinion may be entertained regarding the discretion of
the writer, there arises a consideration which supersedes. the necessity of
deciding on_either point. The letter being private and confidential, and
the contents not being intentionally p Iged, the ication is
privileged and exempted from stricture.
Itis to us a matter of the utmost astonishment, that any gentleman, who
must be conscious of the liability of every individual to a similar exposure
of observations made in unsuspecting confidence, could tolerate an inquisi-
tion into the contents.of such a document as (his. The most Jjust as well
as the most decorous mode of proceeding would, in our humble apprehen-
sion, have been, that.of preserving a total silence with regard to the letter,
leaving the eriticism of it to the cond of papers, and those whom
mo restraint whatever withholds from the gratification of prying into the re-
cesses of privacy. :
Privileged communications. are always exempt, in the eye of the law,
* See Asiatic Intelligence, p. 09,
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from p ion. No one, inted with English history, can’ forget
the m-ong ground upon whidlf even seditious and treasonable writings have
been thus vindicated. The candour of Lord Ellenborough and his col-
leagues seems to have withheld them from availing themselves of this rule,
which, in our opinion, they ought to have done, for the sake of the pre-
cedent : they have, however, successfully defended the writer of the letter
from every imputation, save that which would attach perhaps to ninety- nine
out of every hundred public men, if all their private and confidential cor-
respondence with their most intimate friends were published to the world,
at the very moment when the transactions to which they might transiently
advert were green.

The discussion occasioned by this letter has, indeed, led to one result,
which it is of some importance should be known, namely, that Sir John
Peter Grant, the ultra-independent judge of Bombay, is to be recalled to
answer for his conduct.*

The opinions delivered by the ministers, in respect to the independence’”
of these colonial Judgﬂ, should be considered by those who, with such
« jgnorant impatience,” were led to |mngme that d\e judges of the King's
courts of India p d the same ind as the judges of
England. Lord Melville “ hegged to say that much flippancy had been
exhibited, in reference to this subject, in other places, and much ignorance
and misapprehension appeared to exist with respect to the duties of judges
in colonies, which did not by any means correspond to those of judges at
home. He (Lord Melville) had sometimes had the unpleasant duty to
perform of advising his Majesty to recall judges, and on such occasions he
had expressed similar sentiments, though not, perhaps, precisely in the
same I“m‘ruug,o, as those expressed by his noble friend Lord Ellenborough.
The judges in this country were, it is true, independent of the govern-
ment; but in India they must be in communication with the government,
and should not be persons to set themselves up against it. If the noble
Lord (Durham), or any other persons, conceived that the judges of India,
though independent of the government, were precisely in the same situa-
tion as_judges in this country, they eould have very little knowledge of the
subject, or of (he state of thingsin Tndia.”  This is undoubtedly the doc-
trine suggested by reason and common sense; and as it has been promulgated
without i by a personage well inted with the laws ap-
plicable to India, who is a member of his Majesty’s Privy Couneil, we
are pleased to find we are authorised to consider it as sanctioned by law.

Upon the whole view of-the debate, if such it may be termed, which
took place in Parlinment on the 9th of February, we congratulate the
sober part of the country on the prospect of the question being investigated
upon other principles than those of trade. We have also the satisfaction of
finding so strong a conformity between the sentiments of his Majesty’s
ministers in respect to it, and those which have, from time to time, been
expressed in this journal.

« 1t will be scen, in our Asfatic Intelligence for the present manlh, that soithing furthe has trana-
plred, Imrespect to the lllegal clalm of jurisdiction at Bomba;
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SIR THOMAS STRANGE'S “ HINDU LAW."*

Sin Tromas STRANGE, at an early period of a useful and valuable
life, officiated as chief justice at Halifax, in British America. He was
appointed, in 1798, to the recordership of Madras; and the Recorder’s
Court having been superseded, in 1801, by the present Supreme Court at
that presidency, he took his seat in it as chief justice, and presided there
till the year 1816. A sound and diseriminating understanding, great ap-
plication, an ardent love of literature in general, and an especial fondness
for juridical studies, eminently qualified him for the several judicial stations
which he filled so ably and so impartially. To these advantages must be
added that of a sound constitution, capable of bearing the fatigues of
long and laborious sittings in the i heat of an oriental climate. An
equable temperament of mind, and a native courtesy of disposition, rendered
him uniformly mild and patient ; and, upon all occasions, his demeanour
to the bar, the attornies, and witnesses of the court, combined the dignity
of the English judge and the politeness of the English gentleman. But
perhaps the praise, to which Sir Thomas Strange has the most undeniable
claim, is that which he derives from the warm and almost affectionate in-
terest which he took in the rights and happiness of the natives of India,
whom he justly calls “ by nature a gentle, and historically an interesting
race ;" and the earnest convietion which animated him in the discharge of
his important functions, that their rights could not be securely protected, nor
their happiness sincerely consulted, but by the preservation of their ancient
and cherished institutions. “ Hae est vera lausy non falsa et fucata.”
He was repaid by the grateful confidence of all the native classes living
. within the jurisdietion of the court, and'the sentiment deeply impressed and

widely diffused among them, that their public and domestic customs, en-
deared to them by antiquity, and consecrated by religion, had found a
faithful depositary in a British magi: Fortunately for his reputation,
as well as for the impartial administration of justice, he was not of a class
of thinkers who, calling themselves. philosophers, with no other title than
that of their own presumption, have® degraded the millions whom. the mys-
terious ordi of Provid have itted to our | ion as be-
longing to the lowest rank in the scale of sdciai and civilized man. A passage
in the introduction to the work before us, explicitly declares the opinion of
the author upon this momentous topie. Having emphatically dwelt upon
the poliey of preserving inviolably the law, icipal and religious, of the
Hindus, he observes: 4

It is the duty, as well as interest of Britain, to foster those, whom it
has become the unworthy fashion to abuse and undervalue, It were at least a
more magnanimous course, parcere subjectis. Nor can it be a commendable
one, in any point of view, to irritate, by insulting them, Itis true, that works
calculated to produce this effect, are not very likely to find their way to Hindu
understandings, Vet they influence but too often the creed of those, by
- ® Hindu Law, principally with reference tosuch partions of it s concern the adminlstration of justice

the King's Courts

In fo India. By Sic Thomas Strange, late Chlel Justice of Madras. 2 vols, by
London, 1630, Parburyand Co,, Payne and Co., and Butterworth. 1 'u‘
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whom Hindoos are to be governed; and our tenure of India will be but little
strengthened, by the conqueror, in the persons of the Company’s writers and
cadets, being taught to contemplate the conquered with horror, or to look
down upon them with contempt. Reflections such as these, sufficiently war-
ranted by the subjoined references, must carry with them increased force,
should it become our policy (than which nothing is more to be deprecated), to
extend, our invasion of the native, by opening upon him the flood-gates of
our population ; with a view, under pretence of consulting his good, but in
reality for our own benefit, to visit him, in the interior, with an  unrestricted
1 of Englishmen,”—Forbid it, k .

In 1816, Sir Thomas Strange printed, at the Madras press, Notes of
Cases in the Recorder’s and Supreme Courts of that presidency, which,
being a valuable repertory of several important decisions, proved to be of
the greatest practical use to the profession.. The volumes which are now in
our hands, however, are a still more important accession to the slender
helps, of which the English practitioners of Hindu law have heretofore
been enabled to avail themselves. Halhed’s work, though in many re-
speets meritoriously d, lak d under the disad ge of a double
translation, and has never been considered as an indisputable autherity.
Mr. Colebrooke’s translation (commonly called the Diges?) of the com-
pilation of Jaggannatha Terchapanchanana, admirably as the task of the
translation has been d, is ly so unskilful in its arrange-
ment, and the commentary of the compiler abounds with so many frivolous
disquisitions (not to mention the want of a careful discrimination of the
different schools, which vary most essentially in their opinions), that its
utility is almost disclaimed by the learned translator himself. But in the
south of India it was almost worse than useless; for its doctrines being
taken chiefly from the Bengal school, and not unfrequently being the fruit
of the compiler’s own suggestions, it enabled the southern pundits, like the
oracle at Delphi, occasionally to’ @iimau, that is, to adopt in their
answers, when references were made to them, the opinion best accom-

dated to their own prejudices or feelings. In the peninsula, therefore,
the Mitacshara is of paramount authority, in the Madras dependencies
especially. But the Digest of Jaggannatha, however unfitted for pro-
fessional use in Southern India, is “a mine,”" as our author justly observes,
« of juridical learning.”” For this reason, Sir Thomas Strange makes fre-
quent reference only to the texts of the Digest, and appeals but rarely, and
not without much ci pection, to its y.

The sources from which the author has derived his work are, the
printed books on Hindu law accessible to the English reader, and MS.
papers, consisting of a mass of opinions upon points of Hindu law delivered
by the pundits, on references from the several courts dispersed in the territories
subject to the Madras government, and transmitted to him for his informa-
tion by several of the Company’s judges. These papers derived an aug-
mentation of value from the comments of Mr. Colebrooke, to whose perusal
they were referred, as well as to that of Mr. Sutherland, of Bengal, and
that accomplished Hindu lawyer, the late Mr. Ellis, of Madras, whose respee-
tive remarks constitute the most important portion of the second volume.

e s
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Their law, civil and religious, is regarded by the Hindus as alike founded
on a divine revelation, of which a part iwinﬂﬁveqwudsm
vealed, constituting the Pedas. ~Another portion has been preserved by
inspired writers, who have ded holy precepts under the infl and
with' the sanetion, it is supposed, of a divine power. This is termed
Smriti (3 ded law), in distinetion to Sruti, “ audition” (revealed
law). As the Pedas chiefly appertain to religion, the civil and criminal
law is to be found in the Swmriti, called also Dharma Sastra, in which
alone what may be properly called forensic law is to be traced. All the
rules by which the Hindu law is interpreted are collected in the Mimansa,
which is considered as a sort of law-logie, being a disquisition on proof
and the authority of precepts. But there are two sects of jurists, who
having adopted for their guide a favourite author, have given a currency to
his doctrines in particular parts of India. The most prevalent school,
however, is that of Benares, the doctors of which expound the interpreta-
tion of the law by the rules of the Mitacshara, a copious comment on the
Institutes of Yajnyawaleya. 1In the peninsula, although the Mitacshara
retains considerable authority there, the Smyiti Chandrica, the Madhavya,
and other works bearing similar titles, ave also of perpetual reference. Bengal
gives its name to a distinct school of law, dissenting on many questions
from the schools of Benares and the south. To the English student,
therefore, the treatises on inheritance, translated from the Daya Bhaga of
Jimuta Vahana, and the Mitacshara, "are of the highest importance ;
the one being the standard of law in Bengal, the other being received
through the whole range from Benares to the southern extremity of the
peninsula, -~ Sir Thomas Strange, accordingly, makes ample use of these
horities ; the title of inheri oceupying a considerable portion of bis
first yolume. ~OFf the standard treatises on the law of adoption, translated
by Mr. Sutherland, he has also copiously availed himself. Such are the
principal materials out of which the author has. constructed his work; and
the diligence with which they have been collected, and the skill with which
they are arranged, reflect the highest credit on his labours.
As the charters erecting the King’s Courts in India strictly prescribe that;
in-all questions pertaining to_inheri and the natives shall
have the benefit of their own law, and inculcate a special regard to the
constitution and usages of native families, inheritance and contract, with
their several subdivisions, are the two principal titles of the great body of
Hindu jurisprudence. Sir Thomas Strange, therefore, with considerable
> Jjudgment, follows as it were the natural history of a Hindu family ; be-
ginning, after a few introduetory remarks on property in general (which
we think, with deference to the learned author, ought to have been re-
served for the subject of contracts, property being the first element of con-
tracts), and then deducing from marriage, the source of all the domestic
relations of social life, the power and obligations of the father, with the
condition not of his children alone, but of other collateral and subordinate
connexions. But marriage may not produce children. By the Hindu
law, b 5 @ son is indisy ble, in order to perform the funeral ob-
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-eqmel, lnddilchugetbed:bhof his ancestor. This necessity led to the
doption ; a most imp branch ol‘!haomlllwof!im-
dustan, md deeply affecting all questions of inheri Every Hindu
family is presumptively undivided ; nor is a partition ever to be presumed;
it must be strictly proved. Supposing, therefore, the family not to have
been divided by the father in his life-time, among his sons, descent and the
rights and duties of the heirs follow next in the civil order ; and such is the
first outline of the law of inheritance, which the diligence of the learned
author has successfully filled up.  Widowhood, a special feature in the
law of inheritance, is of course not overlooked; and Sir Thomas devotes
a distinct chapter to the 'y power, although, as it sufficiently ap-
pears, unknown to the Hindu law in its best ages, but evidently of English
origin, and superseding the Jegal and rightful claims of domestic inheritance.
Contracts are also treated of according to the usual divisions into which all
Jurists have distributed them.
The above is a concise analysis of the Elements of Hindu law. The
work ]IBS been ably executed, nnr is any thing presumptuously or dog-

pounded. The perplexities and doubts that must necessarily
beset e\ery man_who seeks. to reconeile discordant opinions, to satisfy
ble as well as ble objecti and to clear away the ob-

s(-unues that are inseparably incident 10 an operose and complex system of
Jurisprudence, which, like the eivil law of Rome in Cicero’s time, might
be described as émmensus aliarum super alias acervatarum legum .
cumulus ; such difficulties must necessarily chasten, and almost humble,
the mind of every ingenuous inquirer. Hence the candid and unpre-
suming spirit of the work before us;—a spirit which certain judicial
lucubrations, now upon our table, do not evince, we regret to say, in any
rational proportion to the inherent uncertainties and ‘distractions of the
Hindu law.

In 1801, Sir Thomas Strange, being then recorder of Madras, had
delivered 2 judgment in a Hindu suit involving that difficult and contra-
dictory subject, the nght of adnptmn His opinion,* right or wrong,
was the fruit of labori It was elab ly argued at the
bar, and anxiously considered hy the judge; the deu-on was acquiesced
in by the unsuccessful party, and no appeal proposed or even meditated.
It embraced a variety of intricate questions on the right and mode of
Hindu adoption. Two of the most material points were these: First,
whether widows have a right to adopt? Second, whether the adoption was
good? These points were ruled in the affirmative. But this judgment,
+unfortunately, incurred the displeasure of Sir Francis M*Naghten, who,
in a workt that has slumbered for some years in unmolested obscurity,
attacked it, in a tone and style of rebuke happily of very rare oceurrence on
this side of the Irish channel. Our limits forbid"us from entering into the
question. We shall only give, out of many, a specimen or two of the

* Veerapermaul Pillay, v. Narrain Pillay and others, executors, &c. 1 Notes of Cases in the Re-
corder’s and Supreme Courts of Madras, 91.

 Considerations on the Hindu law, as it is current in Bengal, by Sir Francis M‘Naghten, 1824, dto.
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animadversion of one judge upon the decision of another; and we pur-
posely select the mildest. ~Sir Thomas Strange had cited a notion of Sir
William Syer. Sir F. M‘Naghten thus aims at Sir William Syer and
Sir Thomas Strange with the same stone : “ We are not told what notion
of Sir William Syer was warranted by this opinion; but I very much
doubt of its being a sufficient warrant for any notion that any man
ever enfertained. Tt (the judgment) strikes at the very root of justice,
and lays the most solid foundation upon which interested iniquity can be
erected.”—“ To sanction suck a terrible usurpation, we may expect
something better, I trust, than ¢the form of a quotation.’ ”—¢ But this is a
reason founded in the true spirit of the Hindu law ! After its existence
had been proved, it would have been time to speak in its commendation.”
—* But supposing this jargon not to have been of the Poonah manufac-
ture,” &c. &e. In this goodly phrase does Sir F. M‘Naghten, himself
a judge, rail against the decision of a brother judge.

Plain truth, dear Murray, needs no flowers of speech;
So take it in the very words of Creech

It is certain that, il the opinions of Sir Francis are truths, he does not
propound them with much of the polite eircumlocution with which it would
have been but decorous for one British judge to declare his dissent from
another on one of the most disputable points of Hindu law. As a con-
trast to this style of sarcasm and rebuke, it is edifying to read the calm
observation of our author, with which we close our article :

Without seeking to defend the jud, that has been arraigned, it must
not be forgotten, that the law of adoption at Bengal (to which l.he work en-
titled “ Considerationis;”? &e. is confined) differs from the law on the same
subject at Madras ;—nor can any one have perused the chapter upon it, in the
present work, without being struck with its uncertainty in general.—We have
for this, indeed, the acknowledgment of the learned examiner himself, who
takes for the motto to his book,

“ Misera servitus, ubi jus est vagum, aut incertum.”
It is moreover consoling, to him whom it concerns, under the ordeal to

'dneh hu ,um% @s recorder of Madras, has, by a brother jadge, been
was i d in by pnmu deeply interested to have dis-
puud u, nnd hﬁm\ﬂy Im-'louu ;—that it remained unappealed from by them,

possessing con udnce ;—the matter in dispute amounting in value to
between two hundred thousand pagodas (or above £100,000 sterling)
—where appeals y pretty much the order of the day, in acourt then but

recently lnmtuﬁf, “and under the direction of a single judge.

Conlemph!mg-fhe ccnsure of it, on the part of the learned person alluded
to, in this point of view, though it be not meant to characterize his weapon
as—telum imbelle (on the contrary, his pen is sufficiently caustic) ; it is, in
this instance, however, for the reasons given,—sine ictu.
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MEMARKS ON THE REPORT RESPECTING THE JUDICIAL
BYSTEM OV THE MAHRATTARS

HY A CORNESFONDENT,

1 The Hindu Punchayet and thele mode of trial resemble our English
Jury

1t is probmble that the writer of this offieinl report, whose name is not stated,
N resided so long in Indin as (o have forgotten the nature of an Kinglish
Jury ¢+ the difference fs indeod vaste The Flindu assombly of intriguing
wen, long before the onse on whioh they are to decide is Taid before them,
know every tien and point in the dispute, with all ite bearings, ns well ns,
and better than, the litigants themselves,  An Inglish jury know nothing
before they come into sourty—and sometimoes are nol muoh wiser when they
lenve it.

11 Under the pelshwa's goverament, no regularity appears to have been
observed, either in trying causes, of reforring thein to punchayoets."

The writer might with teuth have added, that the most gross corruption,
and the most sonndalous impositions and uulieard of tyeanny, Wore prictised

111, he sirsoobahdar and hia officers were ton apt (o treat the parties and
matter in dispute as the eat did the mioe and the choese,”

Nevertheless, the system was adopted, greatly to the disappointment of
the natives, who, when they beonme our sulijeets, had ot least ealoulated
on  new system of justice,

1V, " No unipire or offioer of govaramont presided ; but i opinions on each
side of the question balaneed, or if the point at fssue wis sore diffienlt than
wsual, more arbitrators were called in to pssist with thelr judgment,”*

Under our Government, however, an wnpire was ordered to superintend
the proveedings . bt if opinions bitlaneed, the use of the umpire I never
could nseertain, as he was ot suffered to have o oasting vote + he was only
1o oolloet the arbitrators, n which office he failed invariably, s neithor he
nor any one else could ever get the punchayet to sit regularly, and their
demsion, when at lengthgiven, was generally made wp 6t midnight, in the
Dmmur, over el chumatm amd Detel-nul.

V. ' Punchayets were usually held near the place where the disputes ori-
ginnted, and lhu vlllnpemlum, under suthority of the potail o head inhabis
tant, i bers and the wi As, however, they generally
underatood the h"‘nlr before-hand, it was seldom necessary to send for them,
When compulsion whs necessaty, the mamlitdar was spplied to, and if either
party fulled to attend, after o punchayet had been ngrusi upon, the teal could
proceed exparte”

By thie 1 understand, if, after the members had been dragged before the
hend-man, the plaintiff or defendant were not present, the vose was de-
oilled paparte. The British Government, although they insisted on all the
diffioulties of the punchayet system, as established i the Maliratta country,
never allowed any eaparte settloments | so (hat their eivil officer must be

* Bew page 02,
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ily labouring to colleot members, witnesses, plaintiffe, and defondants, in
perhinps o dozen diffioult oauses, and be propared for w oensure, if ot the
end of the month his file be not elsar, although the elearing oft the suits is
ok el in his hands, bt in the power of others, who will neither attend nor
dovide,

VI “1 have not been able to discover any thing llke o regular punchayet
deores,

Eixnotly 5o+ oan regularity be expeoted where all is confusion and jug-
gling

VIL ** There was seldom any difficulty in procuring the attendance of the
punchayet, 1t wasa duty which they swed to society."”

“Vhis ll rends very well § bat let it be well remembered that, under the
Maliratta Clovernment, the authorities had perhaps only one cause admitted
on their files in o month, owing to the dificulty the suitor had of acoess to
the great man, who eould not be appronched empty-handed | wherens,
under the Enghsh Government, every suif is ofdered to be duly attended to,
and a punchmyet for ench dppointed; so thaty ns these siits amounted to
ahout six or seven daily, or mare, one-hall of a town or eity would be
daily ovoupied in the -ullﬁn‘ the disputes of the othier halfi men of busi-
ness and rospeotability soon baeked out of this trouble, and the office was
undertaken by a few worthless wlors, from whese readiness (o be employed
asnrbitrators, they obtained o name and groat consequence nmong the igno
rant suitors and defendants, and were | lily | in every cause,
for whioh no doult they took eare to be well remunarated by the parties, no
pay or reward for loss of tiine being alloweil Ly the English Government
I have known and experienced the faot, that five mien of this deseription
have had no less than twenty onuses on thdir hands, two or three of which
perhaps they eame to o decision upon in & week « all this while, the oivil
offioer, who is looked upon as the respansible person for whatever happens,
i daily, nay hourly, importuned by the remaining unnotioed suitors, stating
that their arhiteators will not setile their onusos,  Now, as it is utterly im-
possible that five men oan determine twenty onses al once, and only get
through threa in o week, il so many, there remain seventeen undeoided
stiits; soventoen dissatisfied plaiatitfs and o8 wany defendants, with per-
haps seventy withesses, many from a distance, all of whom are petitioning
and praying to be allowed to return to their homes,

VL “'The public opinton with respect to punchayets must be very favour.
able, aa it is this opinion that has made them popular for so many ages,”

The system must be popular among peaple who never kiew any other |
but those who have had practical eaperience can voueh for the enrnestioss
with whieh the poor suitors beg and pray for master's Judgment, and to be
snved from being thrust into the corrupt vortex of arbitrators' oupidity,

1X, “ When the arbiteators are chosen on the spot, o that they may not
be taken from urgent business or ceremonios, their attendance fs not felt as o
ariovance.”!

Porsons on the spot,

s Are not supp 'hymy. ibility o

v
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have urgent business of theirown! I believe a shroff, or banker, would
tell a dlﬂ'erent hle, lf summoned to sit as a member of a punchayet. All
h the only persons fit for the duty of
arbntrn(on, have always plenty of urgent business of their own to attend
to, without wrangling about the affairs of others, whom Lhey neither kww
nor care about.  If their di herefore, is enfc , it is consi
a very great and heavy grievance. I have known many a ‘man who, hav-
ing had previous intimation that he would be nominated by a plaintiff or a
defendant, mount his horse, and take the opportunity of travelling on busi-
ness, taking care not to return until the cause had been settled.

diieed b h PRI

X. “Habits of litigation have not yet been p Y
their awards are gratuitous ; nor do such hlbl!x prevail i ln any part of India,
perhaps, where lawyers and vakeels do not live by them.”

Because the poor people were never attended to: it required a rich man
to get a punchayet ordered for him by the mamlutdar, or head person of the
place. The awards of punchayets are so far gratuitous, that the Govern-
ment never paid them for their time; but they took espeeial care to be well
fee'd before they even looked at the case. = It is easy to say, in proof of the
writer’s assertion, “look at the few cases and files of the Mahratta durbars,
compared with ours.””  They admitted but one cause in about two months ;
we admit nearly seven every day. The difference of the system of the
regular udaluts is this: one man will trust his neighbour, because he knows,
if he deceive him, he can have redress, although perhaps he does pay an
authorized vakeel (or pleader) a small and sanctioned fee for pleading his
cause. In the irregular punchayet system, no one will trust his neighbour;
because if he deceives him, he knows not when, if ever, his case will
be heard, and when it is heard it is a chance if_he obtain redress, although
he may have been cozéned out of (his money by both his own and his adver-
sary's arbitrators, to say nought of fees to clerks, suitors, and peons, who
beset him on all sides. k

The aforegoing remarks are made by one who has had the misfortune to
experience the ] of the punchayet system of the Malirattas,
introduced under the British Government; a system, indeed, it can searcely
be called, there being nothing - systematic in it, if we except villainy. It
is, in fncf, a mockery of justice, m insult to its sacred name, pomesnmg
every disad ge to plaintiffs, d d and wi , and
much pecuniary advantage to the arbitrators and officers of the place.

With respect to the last extract qlloted from the official report of the
Deccan civilian, although he cannot, in his conscience, extol the punchayet
plan, however agreeable it might have been to that high authority with
whom he had the honour to correspond, yet he does not seem to approve of
the old-established udaluts, by his expression concerning lawyers and vakeels,
the existence of whom alone, he says, causes litigation and all its conse-
quences. No experienced judge would have said this. Where a regular
court is established, there may be seen confidence in the British Govern-
ment; and where such confidence exists, increase of trade naturally follows

1 1

Tence arises many mi ings, disputes, breaches of contract, and
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unpaid debts. These form the principal features of the suits admitted upon
the files of the regular courts of justice, where native pleaders are appointed
by Government, and where fees are settled and authorized by the same
power. Such confidence have the clients in these men, that, having left
their causes in their hands, they are at liberty to carry on their business,
either at home or at a distance.  Litigation, or the instituting of fictitious
suits, will occur but very rarely : there is no system, however wise, and in
whatever country, which is not liable to be taken undue advantage of by the

ill-disposed and dish ; but a discriminating judge, and a man known
and respected for his upright and impartial conduet, will rarely be ap-
hed by these dish I , who attempt to pervert a court of

P
}usﬁce into a lottery office, whence they may draw a prize. If, however,
these speculators fail, considerable expense attends their nonsuit, and they
are ever regarded with a suspicious eye. Until the wise introduetion of
stamps, fabricated bonds and promissory netes could be produced, and
witnesses could easily be found to authenticate them, for perjury, amongst
the natives of India, will and does exist, nor does the fear of punishment
or the shame of detection prevent it. “The prevalence of the crime of
perjury,” says Mr. Justice Grant, in his charge to the grand jury of Bom-
bay, “is atonce the most frightful and the most disheartening thing in con-
sidering the state of this country. Not a single case comes on to be tried
in which the judge feels that he can place implicit confidence in the wit-
nesses, His occupation of mind is, how little to believe, what witnesses
to dishelieve, and how much of the remainder he may safely give credit to.”
‘With this prospect before us, will the writer of the official report referred
to assert, that there is-a grealer fear of perjury in the minds of witnesses
before a punchayet, the members of which they well know are corrupt, than
in the presence of three Fnglish judges in the King’s courts, whom they
equally well know are incorruptible, and in ‘whose hands is the sword of
Jjustice, ready to fall upon them if they are detected? It is not intended,
on the present occasion, to draw a comparison between the King's courts
at the presidencies and the Company’s udaluts in the interior ; but most un-
doubtedly there is more perjury, more fictitious causes, and more juggling,
in the former than in the latter. At the presidencies, the judges sit quar-
terly, and the suitors’ and wil * ch they are to; these
witnesses, therefore, come boldly forward, knowing they are considered
honest men, or that the bench know nothing to- the contrary : hence their
confidence and audacity. In the interior, the judge sits every day, and in
his capacity of magistrate, experience informs him of the real characters
of the place; his long residence in the country, together with his knowledge
of the language, soon enables him to decide what degree of credit to
attach to the assertions of men," who from time to time appear before him.
The natives of India flock around the court-house as an establishment
whence may be derived great profit, and enter greedily into the labyrinths
of the law, therein differing ‘widely from the English, who avoid rather
than seck a court of justice.

But to return to the punchayet plan: it is good in theory, but not in
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practice ;* and all the inconvenience I wish the upholders of it, and the high
authorities who have written so much in praise of n, is, that they lhonld be
obliged, for one year, to dertake the dish g office of admi
every suit in any city in the Deccan, and submitting them to trial ‘hy arbi-
tration. They would then experience the impossibility of giving satisfac-
tion, either to the suitors, the defend the wi , or the arbi

and the mortification of receiving censure after censure from the Govern-
ment, for not clearing off their long files of undecided causes.

To conclude: I would wish it to be understood, that there are certain
cases which a punchayet alone can decide, and these are disputes of caste
and religion, where their customs arc concerned, and in which it would
be immense presumption in any English judge to attempt to decide.

Be it remembered, that in the courts of udalut the judge'’s devision is
not final ; an appeal lying to the Sudder Udalut, or superior court, and from
thence again to the King in Couneil in England. The complaints are re-
ceived, in the first instance, by paying to Government a fee, by purchase
of stampt paper on which the cause of action is briefly drawn up; the peti-
tioner is then heard in his turn, and he nominates his own pleader, or may
himself conduet his cause. He may then appeal {rom the decision in the
manner above stated. Civis.

FROM THE PERSIAN OF KHAKANI,

Awn, who art thou, with roseate cheek,
And bosom white as snow,

With cold unyielding heart within,—
Ab, tyrant, who art thou?

Ah, who art thou, whose arched brows,
Like the young crescent’s bow,

With scornful aspect freeze my blood,—
Ab, torturer, who art thou ?

Ah, who art thou, with rose-bud lips,
And eyes with heavenly glow,

That spread’st thy snares and speed'st thy shafts,—
Fell archer, who art thou?

A slave to thee, thou cruel fair,
Before thy shrine I'll bow,
And offer up my being there,—

Then tell me, who art thou ?
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ON MR. MILL'S “ HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA.”
No, VIL

Waes Mr. Mill informs his readers that the Hindus have never extended
their notions of property beyond those which mark “ the incipient state of
it,” the phrase, if it has any meaning, seems to imply that their ideas of pro-
perty are so imperfect, as not merely to fall far short of those which are enter-
tained by a civilized people, but that they are wholly unmindful of the
means by which it is to be preserved and transmitted.  But it would require
no common effort of faney to picture to ourselves a state of society, in which
s0 rude a notion of a substance, which we are naturally eager to acquire
and to secure, could be said to prevail ; anotion which so wholly annihilates
both the essence and character of property as that which attributes to the

gn the whole proprietorship of the soil, upon which all expend their
labour, and from which all derive their subsistence. At any rate, it would
be folly to expeet from a people so wholly divested of property, and so
ignorant of its attributes, any, even the rudest, provisions or regulations,
much less a nice and systematic contexture of legal rules, laid down with
great precision, laboured with the most accurate ratiocination, and drawn
from the most subtile analogies, both for ihenjoyment and its transmission.
Now tue law by \vhluh property of all kinds is regulated Ulrough the vast
territories of Hi has subsisted from an i al quity, and
seems to have been framed with as provident a circumspeetion, and as keen
a jealousy to protect and perpetuate it, as the law of the most cultivated
nations in ancient or medern Kurope. A notion, which implies the
complete non-existenece of landed property ; an operose and complex
system of law, which regulates the security of property, its alienation, and
its distribution, with a variety of rules for every act of transfer, purchase,
or partition, are propositions which cannot co-exist in reason, for they sup-
pose two states of society, which eannot eo-exist in fact. Let the historian of
British India reconcile them if he can. Non dene conveniunt, nec uni
in sede morantur. A body of jurisprudence matured, comprehensive,
and involving the most refined distinctions of artificial law for the regula-
tion of landed property, in a country where the whole property in the soil
resides in the king, would be an anomaly in the affairs of men, inasmuch
as it would imply a law where nothing was to be regulated; legal se-
curities where there was nothing to protect; forms and technical rules
gratuitously devised for imaginary and unsubstantial objects. Whereas,
had Mr. Mill taken the trouble of consulting a few only of the numerous
texts and commentaries which constitute the law of landed property in
India, he would have percehed that it was fcnced round with rules, pro-

visions, and d ly and i ded, and bespeak
ing the extreme care and Jeu.lnu.sy with which a nlhon, who in all ages
have been almost excl ltural, would ly strive to secure

that peculmr species of pmpeny, which in their eyes takes the lead of every
other in dignity and importance. For the law relative to moveables and
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I property is ificant title in the law books of
the Hindus. In Hmdm hnd is the fund which supplies the main-
tenance of families; and to a property in land dley have clung tlrrmlgh
succeeding despotisms with a tenacity al 1y evmcmg their
of an inherent and indefeasible right, and never quitting it so long as the
exactions of power left them any thing approximating to a proprietor’s
share.*

It is true that, upon our first establishment in the Bengal provinces,
where. the merciless genius of the Mahommedan power had long extin-
guished every civil right, the ancient Hindu law coneerning landed tenure
was scarcely to be traced. The proprietor had degenerated into a mere
cultivator, retaining his right to cultivate, and entitled to a share of the
produce; but that share subject fo perpetual changes and arbitrary diminu-
tions. Yet the right of cultivation was deemed to be hoth hereditary and
transmittable, although by the intervention of the Mogul maxim, according
to which the proprietary or absolute right was supposed to reside in the
sovereign, it was held that he had no property in the soil. It was in this
condition of property imposed by conquest—the law of that stern neces-
sity which silenced the intrinsic  protestations of nature against the oppres-
sion and the oppressor—that the spurious notion, mistaken by Mr. Mill and
the writers whom he blindly follows for the ancient law of Hindustan,
could alone have originated. But that hereditary and transmissible right of
cultivation inseparable- from the soil, which the unsparing sword of the
Mussulman still Jeft to the Hindu hushandman, ineludes all, or nearly
all, that.constitutes an inherent proprietary right, with the reservation only
of the absolute dominion vested in the sovereign by what, corsectly estimated,
is nothing more than a fietion. It is muéh to be lamented; however, that
upon our first territorial acquisitions in India, we seemed to have con-
sidered it as a practical instrument of fiseal policy ; and like many other
rules of the same character, it was experienced to be pernicious long
before we suspected it to be absurd. At the penod when the permanent
settlement was forced, by the uni of the p
upon. the benevolent mind of Leord Cornw allis, who patcnved that tie
denial of an absolute tenure in their lands to the Hindu natives, when car-
ried into actual operation, was rapidly accelerating the extinction of all
industry and production, he seems never to have dreamed that the maxim had
no place whatsoever in the ancient law of the country. Nay, the settlement
itself proceeded on that maxim, as if it had been a fixed and indisputable
proposition. To correct the vices of the old system, therefore, he intro-
duced a new body of proy a landed ari as it was called in
the fashion of that day, in total oblivion, unfortunately, of a truth ratified
by the experience of every age and country, that an aristocracy is, in its
nature, a thing of slow and gradual growth, and -is not to be created at
will. Tn short, in whatever aspect this harsh and unnatural principle be
contemplated, whether we consider the deductions that may be legitimatel
drawn from it as they regard practice or speculation, they will be found

* Elements of Hindu Law by Sir T. Strange, vol. L p. 18. t I, poa2.
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indeflultol'evecyothu futation, to d its absurdity. Nor is
it in the least singular, that a doctrine so highly convenient as that of the
Hindus having no property in their own soil, should have mingled itself
in the fertile brood of schemes at this moment hatching for the coloniza-
tion of India. To a thorough-bred political ist, in whose eyes the
most ferocious means are consecrated by the wildest ends, no maxim could
be more opportune. It is the key to unlock the gates of Hindustan to
every British adventurer whom crime or poverty has rendered impatient of
home. Accordingly, the doctrine of Mr. Mill has been greedily seized by
Mr. Wheatley, an economist of many years' standing, whose writings,
though they have indeed escaped the notice of an undiscerning public, have
been honoured by the solitary suffrage and the flattering eulogy of Mr.
Buckingham. Mr. Wheatley, writing at Calcutta, and in the midst of a
Hindu population, in support of the expedience of opening the whole
country to an unrestricted colonization of British subjects, asserts, with all
the earnestness of conviction, and with the complacency which insane per-
sons feel when they think they are convincing others, that the occupation of
Hindustan by British subjects, éven without purchase, could not be
considered an act of injustice; because, wccording to the Hindu law,
the fee-simple in the soil of India daes not belong to the natives ; and
fixing his foot firmly upon this pesition, on whicls; as by a lever, he lms all
Hindustan at his d, calmly prop the p
in Bengal should be instantly nbroglted, the' zemindars turned out of
their estates, and their places filled with British settlers, or, in the very
words of the lunatic himsell, British zemiindars. Will it be believed,
that the visions of this gentleman, in a comparison with whom Jacob Behmen
was a matter-of-fact sort of person, have been swallowed for incontro-
vertible truths by many of those diseetning and disinterested inquirers, who
dream that India will be an inexhaustible load of wealth and happiness to
British settlers? 1In trath, there is no doctrine, hmvever extravagant, or
however repug: to sense and ity, into which,
when their theories accord with their imagined interests, men will not suffer
themselves to be decoyed. The occupation by force (he must be a pro-
verbed foal who supposes that any foree can be commensurate with such
an ohject) of the whole surface of India, the disruption of all civil and
political unions, the dispersion of tribes and families, the extinetion of an
inveterately ancient system of property, for the sake of establishing in the
country all the mercantile excretions and plebeian redundancies of Great
Britain—these are trifles of no account in their calculations. They are a
class of economists who are quite at their ease as to the consequences of

the experij The sufferings of an i lation, the inevitable
result of any scheme of colonization that buman mgenmty can devise,
give them about as much disquietude as the I philosopher is

wont to feel for the animals that are stn!gglmg in the. receiver of

his air-pump.  Yet allowing to these gentlemen their data, as is usually

done with insane reasoners—conceding to them that the natives have no

property in their soil, and that the British gnvernmem. mny transfer it as
Asiat.Jour. N.S. Vor.I. No.3.
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they pl it must be acknowledged that they argue consistently enough
from their premises. 3
But Mr. Mill affects to rest this exploded, and, to use the phrase of the
able historian of Southern India, this ¢ pestilent doctrine,” on the ancient
law of Hindustan. Where is his authority ? A passage in the Digest of
Jaggannatha, to the following effect:—¢ By conquest, the earth became
the property of the holy Parasu Ramah, by gift the property of the sage
Casyapa, and committed by him to the Chsatryas for the sake of protec-
tion, became their ive property, ively held by powerful con-
querors, and not by subjects cultivating the soil.”* The commentator
further remarks, that “ subjects may acquire an annual properly on pay-
ment of annual revenue, until a greater revenue be offered by another
person.”  This most outrageous. position, however, has no other support
than the dictum of Jaggannatha ; and it is with much propriety hinted by
Colonel Wilks, that this industrious and intelligent Brahmin, through a
courtesy not unusual with the expounders of Hindu law, was desirous of
extracting from the ancient text-books a doctrine in harmony with the
opinions then current in Bengal; opinions countenanced by such men
as Orme and Dow, received as unquestionable, and constituting, in
1793, the basis of what is called the zemindary system—a system, the
framers of which, pre-supposing the non-existence of a private property in
the land, deduced from that assumption the right of creating an entirely
new body of proprietors. Upon a subject so warmly controverted during
the period of Jaggannatha's labours, it is not at all likely, therefore, that
he was wholly free from a certain degree of deference to the authority of those
under whose auspices he framed his compilation. But, admitting the good
faith of the commentator to be beyond all suspicion, yet. those who are in
the habits of consulting his work, which ought not assuredly to have been
called a Digest, must have remarked the chaotic accumulation of the con-
tents of all sorts of books, without any discrimination of the several schools
to which they belong, which is the most prominent feature of it. Jaggan-
natha, moreover, is a professed and systematic sophist, and omits no op-
of exhibiting his proficienoy in logic. = For this reason he is often
an unsafe and an erroneous gmde But although it is intimated by Jaggan-
natha that the same doctrine is maintained by former commentators, it is
also remarkable that he adduces no text in its confirmation upon which any
man of sound judgment can rely. A commentary necessarily supposes
a text to be elucidated, and the value of the commentary must, therefore,
be in proportion to that of the text. What, however, is the text from
which Jaggannatha drew his conclusion ? Tt is this : “ Thrice seven times
exterminating the military tribe, Parasu Ramah gave the earth to Casyapa
as a gratuity for the sacrifice of a horse,” a text from which Jaggannatha's
ingenuity might, with equal facility, have deduced a doctrine diametrically
opposite.  For, according to his own ingenious interpretation of the my-
thological mystery involved in the text, viz. that the earth created by God
became the wife of Prithu, and if; as itis generally agreed, this Prithu was

» st Digest, p. 450,
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the Hindu Ceerops, who first invented agriculture, the whole meaning of
the fable is evident, and amounts to no more than that the tiller of the soil
was its primeval proprietor. [t is evident then that, per se, the text does
not authorize the doctrine of Mr. Mill, though it isthe only passage he has
selected in support of it from the i ble texts and ies of the
Hindu law. But itis still more worthy of remark, that Jaggannatha, whom
the historian of India implicitly follows, passes over in silence an important
passage in the Institutes of Menu, of which Colonel Wilks observes he
could not have been ignorant. ¢ Cultivated land,” says Menu,* « is the
property of him who cut away the wood, or who first cleared and tilled it.””
No (and ies without a text are merely the dicta of
jurists, and certainly not equivalent in authority to the responsa prudentum
in the civil law, which were never held to be of more than secondary value)
can deny that this passage distinctly establishes the existence of private pro-
perty in land, and that an inherent indefeasible property, a principle the
most consonant to the dictates of natural reason, and the early opinions
and the simple feelings of mankind, was a practieal rule of civil life at the
period when that venerable text was compiled (for it is on all sides admitted
that it was a compilation only from some antecedent code), which, without
claiming for it an undue and extravagant antiquity, could not have been
later than the eighth century before the vulgar era, or about five centuries
before the expedition of Alexander.

Mr. Mill, relying only upon this most equivocal sentence of the Digest,
has not deemed worthy of notice the numerous passages which, in the same
work, assert the existence of a private property in land, nor cast so much
as a glance on the six specified formalities for the conveyance of lands which
it enumerates, iz, the assent of townsmen, of kindred, of neighbours, of
heirs, the delivery of gold, and of water. These formalities are preseribed
for the sake of publicity ; the assent of neighbours, or members of the
same township, for the sake of testimony, as well as of ascertaining Zow
much is given. The text, indeed, declares that the sale of immoveable
property is forbidden; that is, it is unlawful to sell that which constitutes
the common fund of the family: hence the necessity of a sale of lands
being clothed with the formalities of a donation, the delivery of gold and
water; and the consent of the co-heirs is required, Test they should subse-
quently dispute it.+ But hear Jaggannatha's commentary :3 “ The phrase
¢ there is no sale of i ble property,’ is i led to forbid such aliena-
tion of it. It is thereby intimated that a spiritual offence is committed by
selling land, not that the contract is void. For property is equally di-
vested by the voluntary act of the owner in sale as in gift, and it occurs a
hundred times in practice. Tt should not be said that, because ¢ land is
conveyed by six formalities,’ real property is not divested witkont those
oeremonif:s, since the lerm land would otherwise be unmeaning. To
the question whether the gift is perfect withoiit delivery of gold and water,

 Institutes of Menu, Sir William Jones' translation, c. ix. v. 44,
m: Cnlandmwllh observes that to these six formalities Jaggannatha adds a seventh, not mentioned in
p-l::: uumq.u:::u: Hl'lp.l K or mnﬁ:l:: zl the king residing in the town; but 1 cannot find the
icient, however, that it it
T30 Dlost. 5408 not to be found in any text-book.
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some lawyers reply, a gift accompanied with gold and the delivery of water
are directed to confirm the sale, lest at any time the seller take fack the
thing on pretence of a fraudulent bargain ; for sale, or other alienation of
immoveable land, which is considered as the source of maintenance, is
especially forbidden.”” * * * And again, “sale is incontestably effected
by a simple act of volition; but formality is ordained for the sake of
proof”” In another place, Jaggannatha,* citing a text (Sri Bhagivatti)
which describes the earth as the abode of living creatures, expounds it
thus :—¢ The property is his who uses the land where he resides, and
while he uses it; and thus, where land belonging to any person is sold
by the king, it is a sale without ownership.” Captious disputants might
endeavour to extort a usufructuary right only from the words while he
uses it ; but the phrase «belonging to any person,” controls the former
member of the sentence, which cannot infply a limitation to a temporary
use only, since Jaggannatha evidently intended to. discrimi property
used, from property abandoned or derelict. Such are the recorded opi-
nions of a jurist, upon whose authority it is attempted 1o be proved that
subjects have no landed property whatever; while in innumerable places
the same author has deseribed, as incidents to Hindu landed property, every
character that can be required to constitute, in its fullest extent, an inde-
feasibly hereditary proprietorship, wholly independent of the ig

So much for the ancient law of Hindustan regarding the free tenure of
lands. The Mackenzie Collection, though I bly defective in docu-
ments illustrative of the three ancient dynasties of Cherun, Cholun, and
Pandian, which at different periods were in possession of the greater por-
tion of the countries distinguished by the names of Canara, Malabar, and
Travancore, contains, however, a few detached fragments, from which
clear historical inferences may he ‘derived. Among these, the various
kinds of sassanums, or grants collected in those territories, are worthy of
attention. These, as we remarked in our last number, were chiefly en-
graved on stone and copper, or inseribed on cadjans. Many of them are
gifts of land,t or of customs and privileges conferred by the sovereign or
by private proprietors, whether to individuals or to religious charities and
temples. Sassanums are the most solemn formalities which conld be de-
vised for the transfer of lands, as well as for the perpetuation of the testimony
to the conveyance. They commence by a solemn adjuration of the deity.
Then follows the genealogy of ‘the sovereign or private grantor ; and next,
the occasion, the date, the time and place of the grant; the consideration
for which it is given, the use to which it is designed, the name and style of
the grantee; and if it be an agraram (grama), or gift to a village of
Brahmins, the admeasurement or share to each family is specified with the
utmost precision. The land is then described, with its boundaries and land-
marks, natural or artificial, and the whole soil and its properties are tech-
nically ceded according to ancient legal forms, and made over in per-

* 1st Digest, p. 476.

t Most probably these royal grants were escheats. In Tanjore there are Instances, where a whole
township has been the property of an individual, of the escheat falling to the soveregn. In those
cases, however, there were no heirs.
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petuity. 10 lhe grant is a religious donation, it concludes with a terrific
g, with an jon of dreadful penalties caleu-
lated to make a deep impression on the Hindu mind, all secret evasions,
mmmpuons, or revocations of the gift. Upon the hypothesis that, accord-
ing to the Hindu law, the property of the soil was exclusively vested in the
sovereign, it would be difficult to account for the caution and solicitude
which these conveyances bespeak to define the limits of the land and the
duration of the estate. They mark, indeed, a strong reluctance to aliena-
tion, and “ a more anxious attachment to landed property than can be
found in the institutions of any other people, ancient or modern,” to
use the words of Colonel Wilks; who also, in speaking of the lands in
Canara after the extinction of the Mysore dynasty, adds that « the high
selling price of twenty years’ purchase, which, ding to their resp
rates of interest, are as high as forty years’ purchase in England, testifies
the undiminished preservation of this seatiment to thie present day.”*

In 1805, Lord William Bentinck, in whose mind considerable doubts
had arisen, not only as tothe expediency of carrying the zemindary system
into effect, but with regard to the assumption which was the basis of that
system, circulated a series of questions, for the purpose of obtaining infor-
mation for his guidance as to the settlement of those districts which had not
yet been alienated. ~ The result of this i igation, which was conducted
with great diligence by several of the Company’s civil servants most quali-
fied for it by their experience and former researches, induced the Madras
government to obtain the sanction of the Governor General for suspending
the further operation of the indary system. It app d that in those
provinces which were furthest removed from the impressions of the northern
conquerors, andwhich seem to reflect, as in a mirror, the ancient condition
of Hindustan, aid in Tanjore particularly, a principality which ined
Combaconum, the capital of the Cholun dynasty, one of the oldest races
in India, every character of an independent proprietary right in lands
could be distinetly traced. Mr. Wallace observes,t in answer to the
query proposed to him: ¢ Without entering on the question who is the
proprietor of the soil, T content myself with mﬁng that immemorial usage
has established, both in Tanjore and Tri poly, that the
whether distinguished by the names of Meerasadar or Mahajanums,} have
the right of selling, bestowing, or devising and bequeathing their lands, in
the manner which is most ngreeable to them. Whether this right was
granted originally by the ancient constitution of the country appears to me
not worth considering at the present day. I think it a fortunate circum-
stance that the right does at present exist, whether it originated in en-
croachment on the sovereign’s rights, in_a wise and formal abrogation of
those rights, or in institutions coeval with the remotest antiquity. It is
fortunate, that whilst we are consulting on the means of establishing the
property and welfare of the numerous people of these provinces, we find
the lands of the country in the hands of men who feel and understand the

 Hist. Southern Tndia, vol. 1. p. 160. 1 Fifth Report, th September 1805,

+ A Sanscrit term : Maha magnus, Jenam geos.

=-
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full rights and advantages of possession, who have enjoyed them in a
degree more or less secure before the British name was known in India,
and who inompenu of them have rendered populous and fertile the
extensive provinces of Tanjore and Trichinopoly.” Nor are the class of
proprietors, specified mdmnplm,mly the actual cultivators of the soil,
which in the strictest sense of the term is allodial. They till their lands*
by means of hired labourers; and those lands are infinitely divided and sub-
divided, from large prop hips of four th d acres to the humble
possessions of a single one.

It were easy to multiply facts in refutation of the odious and unnatural
maxim, that the people of IHindustan are by the laws and usages of that
immense territory divested of all property in its soil. No frame of society,”
no civil order, no equable system of laws, no civility, no refinements, could
ever have arisen out of such a principle. These are the offspring of pro-
perty, and the gruduu] growth of those institutions. of which property is
the parent. Property is the m\pemhable element of all t.be monl energms
of a nation; and if the absurd maxim which negatives its
that large portion of the earth had been interwoven, as Mr. Mill snpposm, in
its carliest laws and usages, and uniformly recognized and acted on, the
history of Hindustan would have been at this day a desolate blank in the
annals of mankind, in which the eye of the philosopher and the historian
would in vain seek for the slightest vestiges of civilization and culture,
instead of discerning in every page of it, the noblest and most enduring
monuments of wisdom, literature, and genius.

* Hist: Southern India, vob £ p- 176

BENGALEE RENDERINGS OF SCRIPTURE TERMS.

Tue Rev. Wm. Morton, of Bishop's College, the author of a paper
“ On the Rendering of Scripture Terms,” which appeared in the Asiatic
Journal for September last,* has completed the work of which that paper
was a specimen, and which has been printed at the Jlrcst of the Collegv,
with the sanction of the Syndics. From T
he has given of the almost insuperable difficulties llhendmg the correet ren-
dering of Scripture terms into the Hindu dialects, we select his observa-
tions on the term “ Heaven,” which is one of very frequent recurrence in
the New Testament.

¢ 1. This word having at least three distinet applications to denote,

“1st, The visible heavens or atmosphere, the expanse in which the celes-
tial bodies move ;

“2dly, The place and state off future bliss;

« 3dly, The Supreme Being;

“ No oxe term can be found in the Sanserit or Bengnh lang\uge wluch
will exhibit these three varieties of ing and
which yet involve so many important notions, and so mnenally affect seve-

* Vol. xxviil. p. 368
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ral sublime Christian truths, Mbman for their
distinet enunciation.

“ 3. It does by no means fullow that as these three several notions are
accurately conveyed in the use of one and the same Greek word wgares, OF
the English ¢ heaven,’ therefore no confusion will ensue in expressing them
all by a single word in the languages of the East. For—

“ 1. In the former, those distinct senses are already nnd have long been
affixed to the same term, and are well known d\e eonnexlon ulwl)s, or
most usually, with suffici 1 d the ion in any
glven passage, though still no dmlln cln be entertained but that in several

of S a less verbal rendering, and the adop-
hon of a word deuotmg specifically one or other of the several applications
of this or any similar term, would tend greatly to elucidate the sense, and
throw a grelur precmon mo our conceptions of it.

“2. The id i bet the eastern and western lan-
guages—even those clearly derived, though at a great distance of time,
from one common source—are so marked and peculiar, that what would be
in entire accordance with the natural connexion and derivation of ideas, and
the senses attached to the same word accordingly. in the former, would often
be in direct contradistinction therefrom in the latter. This arises partly from
the physies and partly from the metaphysics of the east and of the west res-
pectively.

“4. Now 'I’T'\ (shinya) ¢vacuwum, or the waste of space —

or (antarikshya), the region in which the stars and planets
are placed, W (dcash), or the expanded atherial fluid, the me-
dium of sound and vehicle of life, pervading all nature—may all well
enough express the first sense of the word ¢ Heaven’ above given, though
a choice may exist in different connexions. - But not one of them will adapt
itself to an enunciation of the sccond, Hindoo -philosophy and theology
alike opposing ; much less will they serve to exhibit the third notion of
wgaves stated above, these people never allowing themselves such a latitude
in speaking of the Divine Being as to designate Him specially by his
works, even though, in their peculiar mixed theology and metaphysics, they
consider Him as interfused through all nature, or rather as all nature in its
reality and essence.

“5. To illustrate the necessity of this distinction being rigidly main-
tained in translation, if we would avoid either an entire obscuration of the
sense of a passage, or a conception of it quite at variance with the doctrine
intended to be expressed, I may quote the passage in Matthew, ¢ Heaven
and earth shall pass away, but my word shall not pass away.” This is

rendered in the existiog Bengali versions, ﬁ’f\?‘jﬁﬁ’lﬁﬂ TIE
—i.e. “the place of future Heavenly. enjoyment (or Paradise in the second
notion of wgases)—and earth also, shall suffer obliteration or disappear
ﬁomumemqnwhﬂmhngnlcknmdnndgmnblemnof
the Hindoo doctrine of i dical d ions of the uni
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earth and heaven, men and gods, all exi animate and i
whereas it is evident our Lord spoke mmp& of the visible mmnl.l heavens,

31’73’” or m Yet the notion taken up, that ﬁ‘] (which is

properly Indra’s Paradise, and never conveys any idea of the etherial ex-
panse) was a proper rendering for  Heaven,' (as it is in one application of
that word), has led to an indiscriminate employment of it, as well to the
manifest perversion of ‘Seripture doctrine as to the expression of clear ab-
mmlmen

. The only mndc free at once from ambiguity and error, should seem
to be, to employ the ideas rather than the verbal rendering. It is proposed,
accordingly, to express the st notion of Heaven by 'qu, IOET™ or

5 ¢the wtherial region.’
<
“The 2d by ﬁﬂ or AUTHAIE ¢the region of future bliss.”
“ The 3d by W or ’I’IN‘Q‘Z € God, or the Supreme.”

ﬂﬂ (or Pmdme) is properly one of the various Hindoo para-
duce——(ha' of Indra; but as, short of absorption, there is no future condi-
tion, according to the Hindoos, but either transmigration into a material
frame, or a temporary residence in one of the supernal regions—we must
of necessity either coin a word to denote our notion of Heaven, or else

<
chuse among the current words, of which ﬁﬂ is both the best known and
the most to our purpose.  In this, as in the case of every Pagan people,
we must often employ their own terms, however imperfeetly expressing

-
Christian notions, and affix to them more refined and exalted ideas. ﬂ'ﬂ
is indeed properly, as is the Mahommedan paradise, a place of purely sen-
sual delights—but altering merely the deseription of those enjoyments
which_the Christian doctrine promises hereafter, the term goes the whole
length-of denoting supernal and future felicity, and that too the reward of
a certain conduct on. earth. The case is quite different when an indigenous
term is merely deficient in conveying our full ideas, ‘and when it conveys
to the native mind either no noffon at all of what we intend or a contrary
one."” .

A defence of the Serampore Mahratta version of the Seriptures, com-
mented upon by Mr. Morton, with some remarks upon his Bengalee ren-
derings, has appeared, and shall be noticed hereafter.

|,
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EAST-INDIA ,'l_‘umco AND SUGAR.

W mentioned in our summary of the proceedings of the last meeting of
the Agricultural and Horticultural Society, that a paper on indigo, as an agri~
cultural speculation, was itted by Mr. N. Al der; and one on the cul-
tivation and manufacture of sugar in Bengal, by Mr. Henley, a gentleman of
great experience as a planter in the West-Indies.

Indigo and sugar may be considered as the two great staple productions of
India; the day has been that cotton might be added to the list, but for the last
cight years the latter article has been anything but looking up. With respect
to sugar, on the other hand, although the resources of this country are un-
rivalled, the influence of the West-India trade has hitherto prevented their
proper lof Should, b , such ifications arise (which we
have little doubt ere long will be the case) as may admit of a fair competition
in the English market between the product of free and that of servile labour,
the excitement which the resources of Iadia would receive from such an equa-
lization of the balance of trade .may easily be imagined, nor are the moral
effects of such a change to be reckoned its least valuable feature.

To those who take an interest in such questions—questions that affect the
condition of large masses of mankind, and relate to the improvement of com-
merce and agriculture (that true vital principle of 4 state), an abstract of papers
like those alluded to-cannot fail to be acceptable..

“The cultivation of indigo is stated by Mr. Alexander to have been unknown
to the natives of India previous to its introduction through the enterprize of
English merchants. The immense value of indigo speculations may be con-
ceived from the simple fact, that the cultivation of the weed from which this
most precious dye is extracted, covers a space of ground equal to about
1,200,000 acres, and gives subsistence to about 500,000 families, and is carried
on at an annual outlay of about £1,600,000. It has occupied large tracts of
land lying within the influence of the annual inundations of the Ganges, and
has raised the value of land in the districts where it is cultivated at least 100
per cent.

The opinions of men in England, supposed conversant with the subject, dif-
fer greatly on the cultivation of indigo in Bengal, By some it is considered
the safest investment of mercantile capital; by others it is-contended, that
we are fast approaching the point where production will exceed pti
and that then the speculation will be an unprofitabléone. Those who enter-
tain this latter view of the speculation, assert fhat we possess the means of
unlimited cultivation of indigo in this country,and that we are annually increas-
ing the quantity of our crops.” Mr. Alexander proceeds to investigate the
truth of this opinion, and to show the actual state of the indigo trade, and
how far the inereased production is met by an sugmented consumption ; for it
is obvious, that if causes exist which restrain the cultivation of indigo, and that
the average increase of production is equalled by a like increase of consump-
tion, the speculation is in an equally flourishing state, whether the averago
crop be 100,000 or 500,000 maunds. *

On the whole, Mr. Alexander sees no reason for fearing that the cultivation
of indigo in Bengal is overdone, and proceeds, we think very successfully, to
demonstrate that the theories from which a contrary conclusion emanate, are
erroneously based. Some of those who have speculated upon the subject in
England, have taken it for granted that we have the same indigo planters in
India that we had seven years ago; all now become wealthy and independent

Asiat. Jour. N.S.Vor. [. No.3. 2
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men from the large profits on the trade during that period. We are all aware,
however (pursues Mr. A.), that during the last seven years numbers have an-
nually retired with their savings, and without continuing interested in the con-
cerns they have left.  This annual secession of the wealthy leaves the general
body of the planters little changed, and most of them are still dependenton the
houses of agency for support. But even supposing that they were competent
to proceed in their speculations without such control, and to greatly extend
their cultivation, so as to have recouse to poorer and more expensive lands
than those which formed the ficld of their former more profitable and limited
cultivation, low prices would again force them back within their proper limits.

It has also been erroneously supposed that new indigo lands are easily pro-
curable in Bengal : the very contrary, however, is the case; for if the specu-
lator has sufficient influence to obtain leases of land, he must displace dry
crops, which yield a large profit, and must pay in pmpoman “ Lower Bengal
is far too populous to admit of lands d, and bl
by any person who chooses to occupy them.”

Mr. Alexander next gives the amount of indigo crops in Bengal for the last
ten years, and divides the ten seasons into two periods of five years each.
It being generally considered that in the season of 1823.24, the stimulus to
incrensed cultivation was given ; if production of indigo was ever likely
to take place, the last five years was the period for it. How did the case
stand then? In the first five years (dnlmg from 1819) the difference of crops
annually was as follows :

1820 the crop was less than in 1819,

1821 ditto greater than 1820

1822 ditto ditto than 1821

1823 ditto less than in 1822

This gives the greatest difference between any two yenrs 33,000 maunds,

and the average difference between any two years 27,000 maunds in round
numbers.

For the next period of five years the difference of the crops, annually, was :
Maunds,
30,000

33,000
53,000 %

1824 the crop was greater than in 1823,
1825 ditto ditto than in 1824,
1826 ditto was less than in 1825 ...

1827 ditto was greater than in 1826 57,000

1828 ditto was less than in 1827 53,000
The greatest difference between any two years in this period is 57,000
maunds, and the average difference 45,000 matnds. By this comparison it
would appear that the uncertainty of production is increasing faster than the
increase of production, for if we take the average of the crops from 1819 to
1823 to be 95,000 maunds, and the average difference of good and bad sea-
sons to be 27,000 maunds, and the average of the crops for 1824 to 1828 to
be 1,22,000 maunds, the average of difference between good and bad seasons

should be 33,000 maunds, instead of 45,000, as already shewn.
Thisgbeing the case, there is no likelihood, itis urged, of the cultivation of
indigo here hcmg c“endcd beyond the demand, but rather of its prudently

foll the i ion in Europe. Mr. Alexander deems it
litable to all d in md peculati that during the last five
years they hnvs remted the lempumon of high pnces, and have cautiously
1l with i The inferior indigos,

too, have dxuppcnred, for the planters generally are paying greater attention
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to the quality of their manufactures, which will have a very beneficial effect on
the trade, and the stability of the speculation.
Sugar.—1In the preparatory observations of his paper on the cultivation and
manufacture. of sugar, Mr. Henley attril the impression of di
that appears to prevail in this country respecting speculations in this staple, to
the absurdity of closely imitating the system of the West-India planters, and
making enormous outlays, without a due calculation of the returns that were
to follow. The majority of these expensi blish merely professed
to reboil the native jaggree, which was commencing at the wrong end, the
article operated on being in a very impure state, and hardly admitting of such
an increase of quantity, and amelioration of quality, by the European process,
as would bear the difference of outlay for expensive building; he distillati
of rum was, perhaps, the only saving clause which these establishments could
have.

The works requisite for the fi of sugar, lusive of rum, may be
erected, Mr. Henley thiuks, at a much smaller expense than is in general
caleulated npon.  “ There is no imperati ity for buildings of extraor-

dinary stability, merely becausc the article is sugar. ‘We are satisfied to com-
mit our indigo to a very humble shed, and there is no cogent reason why
sugar should receive a more expensi lation ; with the pti

of the boiling and mill-houses, and cisterns, there appears but little necessity
for pucka masonry. The curing and packing operations will succeed equally
well in places built of good chopper work, on a brick foundation; and the
curing or drawing house requiring an extensive range of covering, an obvious
and considerable saving of outlay at ence suggests itself. It is of importance
that the latter building be so constructed as to exclude at pleasure * the damp
airin rainy or moist weather, as such certainly retards the separation of the
syrups, and eventually dulls the sparkle or diamond of the sugar.” It will, of
course, be borne in mind, that in these observations Mr. Henley is treating of
a matter in its infancy, and so far an experiment as to demand every attention
on the score of prudence and economy. .-

Mr. Henley considers indigo and sugar operations not only compatible, but
desirable. The latter ought to commence with the cultivation of the cane itself.
“The cane might be obtained by advances to the ryots, but it is evident the
contractor wguld not have the same security in this produce as in indigo leaf:
the latter being totally useless to the cultivator, whilst, on the other hand, the

* sugar-cane would -constantly hold forth every temptation to peculate.” The
contractor might oblige the ryot to plant the cuttings at proper distances, and
make him desist from his ordinur§ practice of stripping the leaves of the growing
plants, a practice founded entirely in error, and detrimental to the full deve-
lopment of the saccharine principle. The canes ought, if possible, to be at
the mill within twenty-four hours from the time of cotting, “The bigh rent
of sugar lands must always prevent the planter from cultivating |indigo leaf to
advantage ; but there appears nothing more probable than that persons engaged
in the latter cultivation (on rental lands of a good quality, and well situate for
the carriage of a heavy article) would find it advantageous, to grow the cane,
alternating their different crops as circumstances would direct. The provisions
made in various ways for conducting the culture and manufacture of indigo,
may, in proper season, be transferred to the culture of sugar-cane, the season
varying opportunely for the different operations, and the contiguity of an
indigo and sugar concern might appear not only compatible but desirable. This
arrangement supposes nothing new, as it is only necessary to call to recollec-
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tion that the indigo manufacture in the West-Indies was carried on upon the
same estate with sugar, and would, perhaps, Inve so existed to this day, had
not the heavy duties imposed by the moth try, with circum-
stances, checked and finally ruined it.

The plants under native cultivation are invariably too much crowded, and
the native practice of trashing, or depriving the growing plant of its leaves,
has already been mentioned with disapprobation. The natives, too, either do
not or cannot amass fattening heaps of manure, and they seldom or never take
off a crop of ratoons,

The introduction of superior cane to the ordinary native plant, is an im-
provement of too much importance to be overlooked. The China, and Mala-
bar, and Bourbon species, Mr. H. thinks present advantages, which at once
ensure them a preference;

With reference to the manufacture of the cane, the native mill is rather ob-
Jjectionable from being too slow, for in the crushing process it is of great im-
portance to avoid whatever has a tendency to produce fermentation. The
native boiler seldom brings his gurrah of liquor to the fire except in a state of
incipient fermentation, by which means the yield of sugar is diminished, the
granulation impeded, and the eolour (if for muscovado) injured. The refiners
at home universally pronounce the Bengal sugars to be deficient in saccharine
matter, and unprofitable for boiling, on account of the quantity of uncom-
bined acid they coatain, together with the adulteration of‘'a matter like the
flour of peas ingeniously beaten into the sugar, with the intention of improving
the colour as well as increasing the veight-

The pracuce of boiling the cane-juice first into goor or jaggree, admits of a

leting the fa at one bolhng Much
nme and money are lost by the native process of bollmg the juice in narrow-
mouthed pots, the form of which is al with the Ei

ideas of the process of evaporation,

By the simple operation of claying much time and labour are saved, compared
with the coumtry process of frequently strewing rank grass on the surface of
the mass of sugar, &c.

Mr. Henley gives an instructive account of the methods practised in the
West-India islands for obtaining sugar, which want of space precludes our
more particularly adverting to.* -

* From the Calcutta Gov. Gasette.
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DILLON'S DISCOVERY OF THE FATE OF LA PEROUSE.*

Tug discovery made by Captain, or, as we must now designate him,
{he Chevalier Dillon, ranks amongst the most interesting of modern times.
‘T'he anxiety which the lamentable fate of la Pérouse and his companions
excited throughout the civilized world, seemed likely to be extinguished only
by the rise of a new generation, to whom the event would become a mere
historical fact. It was not curiosity, singly, which prompted inquiry, and
induced the French government to proclaim a liberal reward for the dis-
covery of the exact fate of the expedition, but the humane hope of re-
lieving some of the survivors from a state of existence scarcely preferable,
or preferable only, to death.

As this journal contains very copious details of this discovery, when it
was first promulgated at Calcufta, and of the subsequent events of the
expedition placed by the Bengal government under the direction of Capt.
Dillon, who was thereby enabled to ascertain the full extent of the calamity
which befel the French navigator, it is unnecessary for us to give more
than avery succinct analysis of the work, a «simple and faithful narrative,”
as he terms-it, in which the Chevalier records the oceurrences on the
voyage. ‘The present publication possesses, indeed, an additional interest,
derived from the sketches of savage history and character,” with which it
abounds.  Capt. Dillon’s intercourse with the South Sea islanders seems to
have been so frequent and so intimate, that he became versed in their
languages,+ and familiar with all their wild habits and manners, of which

ibalism forms a promi; and disgusting trait.

The transactions which occurred at tlie Feejee Islands, and which im-
mediately preceded, and perhaps partly led to, the discovery of the relies of
la Pérouse’s expedition, is a terrible illustration of the dreadful propensities
of these islanders, and of the fate which awaits such strangers as unwarily
place themselves in their power. ' As we but slightly noticed this affair in
the account we gave of Capt. Dillon’s discovery from the Calcutta papers, ¢
we shiill place some of the details before our readers.

In the year 1813, Capt. Dillon, then an officer on board the Caleutta
ship Hunter, visited the Feejees, or Beetees, as they are properly named,
not, however, for the first time, having, he says, remained among these
islands for four months, in 1809, associating very much, during that peried,
with the natives. The policy of the traders who visited these islands seems
to have been, to conciliate them, with a view of procuring good cargoes
of sandal-wood, by joining them in their wars on each other, and assisting
them in their work of mutual destruction and cannibalism. The capti\'e;
were cut up, baken in ovens, and eaten; and upon the visit now spoken of,
1813, our author says, this operation took place”in the presence of the

* Narrative and Successful Result of a Voyage in the South Seas, -
ment of Britsh India, te ascertain the actual fate of Ia Pérouse's wm::?ww‘mﬂﬁ-
counts of Practices of the South Sea Islanders. By the
whkuﬂh.wx 2 vols. 8vo. 1620. Hurst, Chance and Co.
. Dillon tells us that he understands the Otaheitan, New Zealand, Fecjee,
2 £, 'd‘.n"‘ ;I.h b ew Z¢ , Fi and Tucopian lan-
s e ' 3




206 Dillon’s Discovery of the Fate of la Pérouse. 1 N

commander of the Hunfer. So much for the tendency of commerce to
diffuse the blessings of civilization !

In one of the military expeditions of the natives of a place called Vilear,
the commander and crew of the Hunter (including Mr. Dillon) accom-
panied them in armed boats, with a two-pounder, wherewith the natives
belonging to @ hostile tribe were mercilessly slaughtered, and their towns and
plantations laid waste, the dead bodies being despatched in a fast-sailing
canoe to be devoured after the following preparation, which Capt. Dillon
describes, doubtless from the best authority, oculis fidelibus : “ The dead
bodies were placed on the grass, and dissected by one of the priests; the
feet were cut off at the ancles, and the legs from the knees; afterwards certain
other parts; then the thighs at the hip joints, the hands at the wrists, the
arms at the elbows, the shoulders at the sockets; and lastly, the head and
neck were separated from the body. Each of these divisions of the human
frame formed one joint (of meat), which was carefully tied up in green
plantain leaves, and placed in the ovens to be baked*with the fara root.”

Notwithstanding the assistance thus rendered by Capt: Robson, of the
Hunter, to the islanders of Vilear, “whose stomachs he had so often
helped to glut with the flesh of their enemicé,“ they failed to fulfil their
obligations, by procuring him a. suffici argo of sandal d, on the
plea that their forests were exhavsted. Whereupan he took an opportunity
to attack ‘a fleet of theif canoes, and killed a man. ~ This outrage was re-
paid in a mode congenial with savage habits. A part of the crew of the
Hunter, including Mr. Dillon, having subscquently landed, they fell into
an ambush laid by the Vilearpeople, and most of them were despatched.
Mr. Dillon and five men reached a rgck, so steep that few persons‘could
ascend it at a time, and high enough to be out of the reach of the slings
and spears of the natives. This post they defended, by means of three
muskets; Mr. Dillon taking the command, the chief officer having fallen.

The plain which surrounded the rock was covered with the armed savages
assembled from all parts of the coast, amounting to several thousands, who
had been in ambush waiting for us to land. This assemblage now exhibited a
scene revolting to human nature. Fires were prepared and ovens heated for
the reception of the bodies of our ill-fated companions, who, as well as the
Bow chiefs and their slaughtered men, were brought to the fires in the follow-
ing manner. Two of the Vilear party placed a stick or limb of a tree on
their shoulders, over which were thrown the bodies of their victims, with their
legs hanging downwards on one side, and their heads at the other. They
were thus carried in triumph to the ovens prepared to receive them. Here
they were placed in a sitting posture, while the savages sung and danced with
joy over their prizes, and fired several musket-balls through each of the
corpses, all the muskets of the slain having fallen into their hands. No
sooner was this ceremony-over, than the priests began to eutup and dissect
these unfortunate men in our presence. Their flesh was immediately placed
in the ovens, to be baked and prepared as a repast for the victors, after the
manner already described ; meanwhile we were closely guarded on all sides
but one, which fronted the thick mangoe forest on the banks of the river.
Savage proposed to Martin Bushart to run for that, and endeavour to escape
to the water’s side and swim for the ship. This I opposed, threatening to
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shoot the first man dead that left the hill, and my threat for the present had
the desired effect. By this time the fury of the savages was somewhat abated,
and they began to listen attentively to our harangues and offers of reconcilia-
tion. I reminded them that on the day the fourteen canoes were seized and
taken, eight of their men had been made prisoners on board the n}lip, w!uere
they were now confined. One of them was the Nambeatey (or high priest)
of Vilear's brother. I represented to the multitude, that if we were killed,
the eight prisoners would be put to death on board ; but that if Iwith my five
companions were not sacrificed, we would cause the eight prizoners to be re-
leased immediately. The head priest, who is regarded as a deity by these
savages, i liately asked if I was speaking truth, and if his brother and the
other seven men were alive? T assured him they were, and that I would send
a man on board to the captain to order them to be released, if he would con-
vey the man safe down to the boat from among the multitude; this the priest
promised to do immediately. 'As Thomas Dafny was wounded, and had no
arms to defend himself, T prevailed on him to venture down the rock with the
priest, and thence to the boat. He was then to inform Capt. Robson of our
horrid sitnation, which may be more easily imagined than described. T also
directed him to tell the captain that it was my particular request that he should
release one-half of the prisoners, and show them a large chest of ironmongery,
whales’ teeth, &c. which he might promise to deliver to the remainiug four
prisoners with their liberty, the moment we returned to the ship.

This man proceeded as directed, and T did not lose sight of him &om the
time he left us until he got on the ship’s deck. A cessation of arms took
place in the mean time, which might have continued unbroken had it not been
for the impradence of Charles Savage, who put a greater temptation in the
way of the natives than they could withstand. ~Duiving this interval several na-
tive chiefs ascended the hill, and came within a few paces of us, with prostra-
tions of friendship, and proffered us 'szcurity if we would go down among
them. To these promises T would not accede, nor allow any of my men to
do so; till Charles Savage, who had resided on the islands for more than five
years, and spoke the native dialect fluently, begged of me to permit him to go
down among the natives with the chicfs to whom we were speaking, as he had
no doubt their promises would be kept, and that if I allowed him to go he
would certainly procure a peace, and enable us all to return safe to the ship.
Overcome by his importunities, I at last gave my consent, but reminded him
that I did not wish him to do so, and that he must deaye his musket and am-
munition with-me. This he did, and proceeded about two hundred yards
from the foot of the rock to where Bonasar was seated, surrounded by chiefs,
who were happy to receive him, their secret determination being to kill and
eat him. They conversed with him, however, for some time, and then called
out to me in the native dialect, “ Come down; Peter, we will not hurt you:
you see we do not hurt Charley !” I replied that I would not go down until
the prisoners landed. During this discussion the Chinaman, Luis, stole down
the opposite side of the hill unknown to me, with his arms, for the purpose
of placing himself under the protection of a chief with whom he was inti-
mately acquainted, and to whom he had rendered important service in former
wars. The islanders, finding they gould not prevail on me to place myself in
their power, set up a screetch that rent the air: at that moment Chdrles
Savage was seized by the legs, and held in that state by six men, with his head
placed in a well of fresh water until he was suffocated ; whilst at the same
instant a powerful savage got behind the Chinaman, and with his huge club
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Knocked the upper part of his skull to pieces. These wretehed men were
scarcely liféless, when they were cut up and put into ovens, ready prepared for
the purpose. . Vv 9

We, the three defenders of the hill, were then furionsly attacked on all
sides by the cannibals, whom our muskets however kept in great dread,
though the chiefs s@imulated their men to ascend and bring us down, pro-
mising to confer the greatest honours on the man who should kill me, and
frequently inquired of their people if they were afraid of three white men,
when they had killed several that day. Thus encouraged, they pressed close
on us. Having four muskets between three of us, two always remained
Joaded : for Wilson being a bad shot, we kept him loading the muskets, while
Martin Bushart and I fired them off. Bushart had been a rifleman in his own
country, and was an excellent marksman, He shot twenty-seven of the canni-
bals with twenty-eight discharges, onlymissing once: I also killed and wounded
a few of them in self-defence. - Finding they could “not  conquer us-without a
great sacrifice on their. part, they kept offy and voyed vengeance.

The human bodies being now prepared, they were withdrawn from the
ovens, and shared out to the different tribes, who devoured them greedily.
They frequently invited me to come down and be killed before it was dark,
that they might have no trouble in dissceting apd baking me in the night. T
was bespoken joint by joint by the different chiefs,-who esultingly brandished
their weapons in the air, and boasted of the mumber of white men each had
killed that day: 4 L ok

Their determined resistance in the end was rewarded by liberation ; only,
however, through the decided conduet of Mr. Dillon, who seized one of
the native priests, whom he carried with him through the crowd fo the water
side. The number~of persons who fell a sacrifice 1o the cannibals, whose
barbarous propensities were encousagéd by those to whom they vere an
instrument of punishment, was fourteen. - v

Some cireumstances arising out of this ion led to a
tion with Tucopia, where several articles of European manufacture were
found, which had been procured. from the adjoining island of Malicolo, or
Vannicolo, where it was afterwards well ascertajned that the unfortunate
Pérouse andl his companions were wrecked. . . »

The particulars-of his wreek a this distance of time*(forty yeats) could
not be aceurately gninetf from the reports of the natives; few of whom,
who were living at the time of its occurrence, having distinet recollections
of the event. Erom a native of Tucopia, who had resided lang at Manni-
colo, he ledrned some particulars which that individual had “gleaned from
the natives of the latter island. * They said that the two ships run on shore
in the night, on reefs some conisiderable distance from the land; the one
which. got on shore at Whannow was totally lost, aad such of the crew as
escaped were murdered by the islanders, and their skulls offered to a deity.
The other ship was wrecked at Paiow, and after being on the reef, was
driven into a good situation ; it was afterwards broken up to build a two-
masted slip, in which all but two of the men embarked, and were never
more heard of. The crews were oftén éngaged in conflicts with the natives,
and whilst employed in building the two-masted ship, they fortified them-
selves within a woodenfence or palisade, where they lived : several were,
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nevertheless, decoyed out of the fence and murdered. The Mannicolans
represent the crews of these vessels to have been spirits, not men; they
say there was a projection from their foreheads or noses a foot long, und
that they did not eat like other men, a small piece of food the size of a
finger sufficing them, after taking which, they recommenced building their
ships : the latter circumstance is, perhaps, capable of being explained by
supposing the food they took in such small quantity might have been a
mouthful of tobacco. Of the two men left behind, one is said to have
died a natural death, the other to have quitted the island with some natives.
A subsequent communication of Capt. Dillon with an aged Mannicolan
chief, tended to confirm the aforegoing account. He said that the ships
were wrecked on two different parts of the coast of Mannicolo (at
Whannow and Paiow) ; that there had. been sixty skulls of white men
in the “ spirit-house ** at ‘Whannow, but that most of the men had been
killed by skarks, only six, having fallen by the natives. - He added : « they
were ship-spirits ; their nosés were two hands long before their faces ; their
chief used always to be looking at the sun and stars, and beckoning to
them ; there was one of them who stood as a watch at the fence, with a
bar of iron in his hand, which he used to turn round his head : this man
stood only upon one leg.” “The, Jong nase, W) which Mr. Dillon concludes
to be the French cocked-hat, we presume to think was probably the sex-
tant; the bar of iron must hnve been, of course, the céntinel’s musket.
All these ci are ions of the fruth of the story,
clothed as it is in the poetic garb wnh which the superstitious fancy of a
Mannicolan naturally invests it.

A visitto Paiow and Whannow, by,‘u officer and partv, including M.
Chaigneau, the, Freneh agent, brought rio additional fact to light. The
people at Whannow said they had heard of the wreéck of a ship there many
years back, and showed abundant proofs of the identity of the vessel with that
of the French expedition, in various stores and relics, particularly a ship’s
bell with three fleurs-de-{is ondt. . At Whannow no person was alive who
remembered the wreck; they had all heard of the ocourrence, and that it had
blown a dreadful gale, on the. night of the wreck, which broke their great
trees, destroyed their houses, &. They affrmed that o person belongmg
to the ship was killed at Whannow, and that plenty of people were saved,
who built a shxgand sailed away, leaving two of their number behind in the
neighbourhood of Pajow. These men were known by the name of Marrah ;
one died ; the other escaped to some other islund. They denied that heads
of the pcaple killed were offered to the gods,in the spirit houses; no skulls
were found in the temples. Nevertheless, from the guarded manner in
which these people spoke, and from the testimony of the” Tucopians, the
officer states that he had no doubt of the guilt of the Whannow people. M.
Chaigneau understogd the people of Whannow and Amma, an adjoining
place, to say, that one of the two white men ngmed Marrah died about three
rackeys (or avnual returns.of the N W.swinds) ago; the other escaped
about two ruckeys and a half .gd . H{m itavas that the bell was procured,
with the inscription “ Bazin m'a fait.”

AstatJour.N.S.Vov.1.No.3.. o 2 E
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Not the least amusing part of the Chevalier’s book consists ¢
uﬁuuhetmnhnndbr'l‘yﬂer,'heamndw
Research. The circumstances which arose out of these altercations
indeed, very disagreeably for Mr. Dillon, who was prosecuted, fined,
imprisoned at Van Diemen’s Land, and narrowly escaped losing the fame
of clearing up this curious problem in the history of eircumnavigation.
But the affair bemg over, Mr. Dillon relates the whole with so much plea-
santry, that it is unposmble not to lnugh, though the terms in which he speaks
of his supp are ly severe. Our readers are, of
course, ‘aware that Dr. Tytler, who had been appointed to the uped-uon
at the instance of Capt. Dillon, entertained or ‘professed an opinion that
he was insane, and carried his proceeding so far that he was placed by his
commander in arrest, on a charge of mulinous conduct, lest, as the captain
tells us, the command of the vessel should have been taken out of his hands,
which he more than insinuates was the objeet pf Dr.ﬂﬂtr For this false
imprisonment, or rather for its informality, Captein Dillon was prosccuted
at the suit of the doctor, and sentenced to be imprisoned two months in the
gaol of Hobart Town, nndplv a fine of £50 ; the mpﬂwonmenl was after
wards remitted.

The alleged persecutions of Dr. Tytler commenced as soon as his ap-
pointment to the expedition was known. Capt. Dillon tells us that he'was
attacked by a cold, when the Doctor ealled upon him, ordered his head to be
shaved, took thirty-two ounces of blood from his arm, and reported that
he was labouring under insanity, and incapable of undertaking the voyage,
urging to the Marine Board, that another der should e
to the expedition. Al this Capt. Dillon affirms not to be true, From this
time to the arrival of the Research ot Van Diemen’s Land, the broils
continued; Dr. Tytler still insisting that, the Captain was mad; appealing
to several indifferent acts as evidence of his disénse, such as chewing chips.
In the mean time, some natives of the South Sea Islands, brought to Cal-
cutta by Capt. Dillon, and earried out with him to aid the objects of the
expedition by their conversaney with the Habits md’hngulgu of the Feejees
and Mannicolans (one of them a prince), <o far disapproved of the conduct
of Dr. Tytler, as to intipate their resolution to eaf bim assoonas they eould
get him in their power. This threat was pmhhlyhotmmﬁa upon
the Doctor.

After the trial, Dr. Tytler left the vessel, and took a plslgn at S_ydhey
for Caleutta.  Capt. Dillon revenged himself upon his persecutor by giving
the name of Dr. Tytler to persous and objects which the Docter would
not be probably ambitious that it should be associated with. A quack
of New Zealand he named “ Dr. Robert Tytler,” adding, that the name
would be retained by the individual during life. To a shoal off the island
of Mannicolo, he gives in his chart the name of “ Tytler's Deceitful
Shoal,” &e. .

~

Whilst engaged upon Capt. Dillon’s heoi we had an_opportunity of
perusing the paper read by Capt. Dnmonl D'Umlle, commlmler of the
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mxud by the French government to the South Seas, in
! ‘Wof’h?émm,whinbpnperyumdnﬂhoguuﬂ
M. B‘g

Geographical Society of Paris, on the 11th December last.

’s paper is very unlike the sinple seaman-like composition of
Capt. Dillon. Rhetorical flourishes, and passages written in a style to
produce a gemsation, abound in the former. M. D'Urville expresses
the joy, ise, and anxiety he felt on hearing at Van Diemen’s Land,
the ma Capt. Dillon, who however, he remarks, had alienated the
opinion of the Tasmanian public by his conduct towards Dr. Tytler. From
the “cald climate” of Van Diemen’s Land he fled with rapidity towards
the  burning ptmosphere of the Torrid Zone,” and the Asfrolabe anchored
before Ticopia (Tucopia), “ an isolated islet, covered with verdure, which
seemed, on the vast surface of the waters, like a clump of trees, thrown
by chance in the midst of an jmmense paswre.”’

They sailed to Vanikoro (Mannicolo), at the aspect of whose summits,
“ our hearts were agitated, by an indefinable emotion of hope and sorrow,
of grief and satisfaction.. We had at length before us that mysterious
spot, so long eoncealed from France and from all Earope, where lay the
relics of a n_z\hlg and generous undertaking; we were about to tread its
Tatal soil, to inyesfigate its shoals, and question its-inhabitants.”

After an eloguent deseription of Mannicolo, “completely clothed with a
sombre forest, everlooked By lofty ns, covered by a zone of clouds,
with animmense chain of breakers on all sides extending a league from the
coast,” he landed on the island. Several of the persons belonging to the
expedition made a complete cireuit of the island, interrogating the na-
tives, who, M. d'Urville says, “ gaye no satisfactory statements as to
the spot where the wreck took pluce; refusing, through fear, to afford any
distinet reply to the questi Judging, probably, of our ch and
dispositions by their own, and thinking, therefore, that we came to
take signal vengeance upon ‘them for the crimes committed by their
fathers.””  Subsequently, hoiveyer, a piece of scarlet cloth overcame the
scruples of one of the Mannicolans, and he conducted the Frenchmen to
the reel np?osiu: to the village of Payou (Paiow), where they beheld, at
the_depth of fifteen or twenty feet, arms, canpon, balls, lead, &e, At
this spmlt)":up M. d'Urtille, “ all our doubts were dispelled, and we
were convinced that these sad relics were the sorrowful witnesses of the fate
of La Pérouse?™  They prepared a cenotaph to the memory of their coun-
trymen ; the unhealthiness of the climate at the same time converting the As-
trolabe into an hospital. Whilst in this enfeebled state, an attempt, accord-
ing to M. d'Urville, was made by the Mannicolans to seize the vessel.
“ Our extreme weakness,” he says, “had so emboldened these savages,
that they conceived the audacious project of attacking us. They paid a
visit to the ship, provided with arms ; they took notice of the small number
of men who were still in health, and seemed to be making preparations for
an attack. Their scheme did not escape our vigilance. In a firm and
severe tone I forbad them to‘come on board, and I directed the arm-room
to be opened, whieh was -usually kept carcfully shut. The sight of a

P
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number of shining muskets, the force of which they kne',mtlu
and freed us from their presence.”  Perhaps the conclusions of the gallant
officer are somewhat too prvcipime in this matter. Capt. D'Utrville draws
lhe porualt of the Mannicolans in very nﬂ'enslve colours. We subjoin his

ption, and his conj the exact fate of his country-
men, drawn from the seanty lnformatlon I\e could collect; it varies some-
what from Capt. Dillon’s account.

These islands form a sort of connexion with the archipelago of Santa Cruz
and that of the New Hebrides, sitvated at some distance to the south. Theis
inhabitants belong to the same oceanic race, indigent, mean, dirty, disgusting,
with dispositions naturally hostile to Europeans. No trace can be.found
amongst them of that kindness and hospitality which characterize many of the
genuine Polynesian tribes, such as those of the Society Islands, the Friendly
Islands, Roloumu, Tikopia, &e.  The natives of Vanikoro shewed, upon our
arrival, the most unequivocal signs of distrust. We could not, with all our
presents, entirely dispel this fecling, and'as we have jost seen, they manifested
upon our departure the utmost malevolence towards us.

It cannot he doubted that the unfortunate Frenchmen ‘who escaped ship-
wreck, must have suffered greatly from the eruelty and cupidity of the barba-
rians, as well as from the destructive influence of the climate. In spite of their
continual evasions, the natives who answered our repeated questions, con-
fessed that there bad been skirmishes between them and some of the foreigners,
and that lives had been lost on both sides,

The most probable account which I have been ablc to glean from these
narrow-minded and ignorant men is, that about forty years since, upon a very
stormy night, one of the frigates must have strick upon the rocks at the
south of the island, When exposed to all the violenee of the waves it must
have speedily sunk; with its-erew and lading; except about thirty white men,
who landed in a canoe on the adjoining coast. The next day the other frigate
must have run aground to the leeward of the island%in a more calm situation,
and under the wind, where it rem-mcd A considerable uma The erew went
to the village of Payou, and joining. those -of the other frigate, they. con-
structed a small vessel out of the wreck of the. large one; and quitted Vani-
koro in about seven or eight months. After ‘that tlme nothing was heard of
them.

If this statement is true, as all seem inclined to believe it to be, the un-
happy creatures who escaped from battle and disease attempted to make to
the Moluceas or Philippine islands, and theresis reason to fearithat their new
vessel was lost upon the dangerous coasts of the Solomon Tsles, then ‘almost
entirely unknown, and even at the present day very imperfectly explored.
Perhaps at no very distant period, some happy chance like that which befel
Dillon, may discover to us the scene of:this last catastrophe; but the mis-
fortune is that the inhabitants of these latitudes are almost as savage as those
of Vanikoro, and as little capablé of compassionatiig the miseries and re-
specting the lives of those whom a storm might put into their power.
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'+ REGENERATION OF EASTERN SOCIETY.
4 To wue Eoror, .
Sz It being my intention to submit to Parliament, during the present
session, some plans for the ameli , or rather reg jon, of society
in the East, I think it will be desirable to familiarize the public mind, which
is lamentably prejudiced upon such topies, with the principles of my plan,
prior to their full development in the East-India Committee. It was my first
intention to have digested the elementary parts of my scheme into the form
of lectures, from observing how readily any doctrines, however absurd they
may be, are absorbed by Linglish when admini: 1 in this form; but,
upon consideration, as I am averse to any thing like artifice, and court rather
than eschew discussion, I thoughtit preferable to adopt this mode of bringing
the subject before the British publie, being persuaded that you, Sir, would be
eager to give all the aid in your power to a scheme which promises to
effect so great abienefit'for so large a portion of the human race.

The reform whieh I propose to introduce into Eastern society, is what may
be termed radical ; that is, it strikes at the root of all the vices of human
institutions.  The fundamental vice of these. inétitutions s the rendering
‘man accountable to laws of humn inventiofl, instead of making'him respon-
sible to his own conscience only. - Tﬁn is the great error, which has been
the cause of all the misery in the universe. As soon as wen find themselves
enthralled by obligations which are not self-imposed, they regard themselves
in the light of slayes, and seek every opportunity to_elude the effect of those
obligations.  My. plan proposes,-inthe fisst instance, to do away with all
laws whatsoever, leaving man {o do jnst'as he likes, and my life for it, Sir,
e will do what is right. This is the governing principlc of my theory : man
is by nature a jugt creature ; he'is rendered unjust by the effect of Taws,
which are llmurdly called a systent of Judlca(ure or justice.

1 grant that circumstances rcmlcr it difficult {o overthrow the existing
system of absurd trammels upon the human mind in Europe, because a great
deal of misehief would accrue in’passing from what is, to what ought to be;
Lut I see no reason whatever against beginning in distant parts, and amongst

. people who haye not advanced in what some people ecall“civilization, hut

“avhieh T term vice and villainy. ~ My design, then, is fo commence an ex-
periment (ifit be proper so'to terin a plan which can be demonstrated to be
sure) with the Hindus. They are, T am told, a very patient, timid, and
subservient people, ready to submit to what is imposed upon them; and
therefore they are the ﬁnest peaple in the world for an experiment of this
kind.

The patience and subservience of the Hindus, however, are confined,
1 hear, within reertain bounds; they will not, it is said, tolerate any at
tempts upon their religious customs and prejudices. My plan does not in
the first instance propose any such mtcrferenee; s0 that the fears of nervous
individuals need not be alarmed.

Considering what 1 have already adverted to, namely the difficulty of
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dealing with the state of soiety when onee ished, and
impracticable to introduce a system of reform ly, I :

y in the most merciful, but in the most expeditious manner, le
existing generation of Hindus, saving a certain number to be bred from.
By getting rid of the eptire generation at once, we shall meet with no
impediments whatever 1o the fruition of my plan for the amelioration or
regeneration of the people. The difficulty which at first oecurs, is that
of choosing hetween the different modes of destroying the present genera-
tion. 'This will be matter of consideration ; at present, the following modes
offer themselves as the least objectionable,

First.  'We might import the plugue amongst them, or tuke seeret mea-
sures for propagating the cholera morbus, Recollecting the magnificent end
which is proposed in this remedial plan, we must not be too, fastidious about
the means; of which some commeregial writers seem conyineed. However,
if this mode be ized as inh ~what will not-prejudice olject F—
1 propose & . /8 - ek

Second. . 16 would be well to promote, by every means in our power, the.
resort of all sorts of advepturers and Inlo'u 4l.w)m'mqm om Europe to
India—that is to-say, give way" jesént roge for colgnizing that conn-
try, provide shipping for_ the (:t‘:u“‘ﬁ f’:nll &D?mlh,';:dw.l‘ﬁp'ﬂ all the
laws and regulations whic mg!”' admission into. thg jntfrim; and
take my word for it, Sir, you will nd they will soon make a clegr field for
my experi The ecolonists themselves will afterwards, die off, functi
officio, justlike a swarm of plethorié locosts, Here would be wdouble
advantage gained ; we-should be l]li;«}iﬂg._kg_th countries at once,  OF,

Third. We might proceed more Jeisurely. Suppose we' adopted the
recommendations of some of the wyiters upon the Indja question, aﬁd;mh
Hindustan a mege garden for produc ng ruw materials yr'?ur'l,nyg manu-
factures. We should therehy get i }C‘WQ‘E "gilllo‘q of Hindu weavers,
spinners, workers in copper and pther ‘mesls, fabricatars of stufly, &,
Having advanced so far,—and be it recolleeted, that a gredt.authority tells
us, that the Hindus would pot-oppose this, and that it really. would be
doing them no injury to ‘exlerminate them thus,—ve might then slily put
some restraint upon the eultivation of yice ‘(uﬂ; Q{nblp;iﬁh ped
ple to sow more indiga, or_cofton, or sugar), which Js" the” chi ‘i”m-"
of these people. If they complained, they might be told to eat flesh,
Now I would by no means recommend that they should be forced to eat
meat—force I deprecatey being of opivion that foree imposes a slavish
motive upon the human race. 1f they rel‘w, the: )voﬁd Hrop stillatim,
one by one, into the grave, through the effect ofsstagvation : if they com-
plied, they would. lose easte,—which*Wwould he sometfiing gained,—and,
probably, their new regimen would disagree with them, Having disposed
of the two great labouring classes, the agrieyltural and the i ing,
1 would then” propose that we should ayail ourselves of what Tunderstand
is the primitive law of India, namely, that the soil is the property of the
state, and turn out all the native landed propri tors, the fruges consu
nati. As they desire to he governed mecording to their own laws, they
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Muﬂ-um Of course, as they have no other sources of
 subsistence, and as, fortunately, there are no workhouses in India, to encou-
vage laziness and vicé, they must be starved to death. The only objec-
tion which I can conceive will be started against this proposal is, thaf it will
be tedious, us it requires time, But we must sacrifice something to vul-
gar prejudices; and as this result is in reality the ultimate end of some
of the sehiemes of Indian reform which are getting popular in England,
we shall save a world of trouble, which would be consumed in convineing
stupid masses of refractory men, poisoned by the present execrable system
of education, that an abstract good is cheaply purchased by a great deal of
practical evil. :
Assuming, therefore, that the first step is gained, 1 would then proceed
o my peqt"-cbemi'of ragan@ﬁoa. This is founded, as I before said,
upon the prineiple that all laws, save those of the conscience, are worse
dian seless. <+ b, gy br P, v
As soon ps  the soil of India shall haye been repeopled, its inha-
Vitants, being Jefjto dot jun‘.;:‘ they p:;z, will imﬁml * perceive {hat
they owe this couptry an ehormous of «gratipude for the etupen-
dous good ; thus “canferred. ppon them; Gratitude, eyen’in our present
viciotis systens of soiety, is,. perhaps; the stroniest olligation in nature.
What |must. it fiot become undera wheyein natural wotives and
abligations are “eherithed, instead” of lﬂpérl!ﬂ, and 'as it were
smothered ! T dw_entitled to assume, “then, that thesHindus will be more
strongly lmb’&&l«l’)‘mqﬂlp‘ than ever, whilet the superabundance of their
wealth willflow il our-treasury, without any deduction for charges of
governmentd e o v
wqﬂg ifans which T hmwa for ‘thi reformuation of human
meiﬂ"h‘ eril, is ape for thé Thi igh. of @ new religion : for it is a
[amentable facy, 'Fu ilo;l_of the evils of dur present system arise from the
absurd*notiofi that man hﬂoﬁ?uﬂi Tereafter for Vs actions wpon earth.
It must bLe 'Jﬂxm that, € big actions: are- le'u godd, there can be no
need of necountability at all; and if it be {rue, as 1 contend, that, provided
hie acts gonformably 1o his consgience, he must.act rightly, then it is plain
mby ing away wilth allthe religious obligations of human laws, we
minkind 1o n law “which-he is natugally prone to obey, and therefore
will oliey ; and therely we wender any ulterior accountability superfluous,
Im-u\chj is argument. . e
Halever, "Gll ‘the’ otions_of, religion can Ve completely ~extirpated
throughout the world,s L wo adopt. some of the forms of the Chinese, a
very wise and very, ital nation, who have not, and probably never
had, any religion utdf;h:’.za‘m:y. sfiew an external civility to the memory of
their ancestors,, o ff €ome of their great men. I would, therefore,
¥ dghat generated Hindus should be allowed, not forced,—
force of all kinds I —to erbet litfle arbours or verandahs, where the
or statues of persons had w‘l !m!lﬂll in any particular, should
be place 4 ) cather,. on set days, the people might walk
or ride, and salute the images en passint, by @ salaam, bow, or any other
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demamlmon of respeet; for 1 wauld not confine
‘By this means s they would ma.wwrehgwi
on them, which ln't.he case unhappily atpresent, By
’].'hm, Slr,.iuha aumneol ‘my. plan forthe & Illielmhon and rggvnenhm
A of t.heHmdu: I’nuqv’e the details fora fatare oe&umn, and.in Lﬁe mean.
tinte, T hope fo'sée some measure reco ded hy flte Giovernment, which
will afford the means of acting in furtherance ‘of lt hereaftér; such as the
hanging one class ‘of ‘_' rers. into mntﬁer, which would have the eflect
of dmumdm\g pro.tania, the anpunLoI ﬂie popuhtmp, mul c«nsaqnenﬂy
*of thé evil we have to ‘ul-'n ith,
. Fam, Sn-, ycur oﬁa}ient man’l

- RO

DEATH oxv musc!wl:q ;‘iln@gnxmam-!sp
Tas nccomﬁbshed yorng muﬂﬂ-hn, it appears, met his «death smongst.
the. savage Kurds. This eventuis'a serious loss t J nal literatore. *He'
was, thotigh & German; Meetev, by the, French. gaverniiient, to travel intos
Asiatic Turkey ﬁm‘.?ersiﬂ, ‘with: g view aﬂvealkc!hgw literary relies of
those countries, especinlly in ‘the Zend language, ., andedie was-ipstructed to
take up his ten:’a-ee in.the Sonthy ’vinoelof a‘xln,\ﬁﬂ followers of
Zornauemm-uppu-eﬂ still tq.AE‘?h JOHI‘J@‘MM‘!CN- pﬁpnlm
tions, -which were. fumhﬁed him by M‘b’n de Damn% ?rcn?lxmwuur
for foreign uffairs, -difected. lnm m “monuments copy hscnplmps
in,bis.way §' to make “inqui '_ Iltrmure, i and
sciences, oFergntar nations;. Q:J‘v‘,sbon lq.remler gvmWMﬁm the
power of af active, enterpriz indigitiugl, well n‘ﬁot% Onen
tongues. ~His jourdey. WBS -eXPec !o last_four )enrs

ouit from Parisin 1836, wmd &nsmnunople, u({wn I&db me Al
the Contents of thelibrafies attacttediathggnostues. wi mWIc 13‘
he.dfew up a catalogue of the  contents ‘Uf'ale siieen. prin ;\brng(:s in .
that city, comprehendmn scveralﬁorkilﬂkiotn or suppesed
them_endeayoured to. penctrate itto Persia, tithe war, f&xhu’quﬁrl‘r ren-
dered this attempt ineffectuatf-and* Mi Sch ugiled tQCbMuunople in
No. 1827. -~ He made, h \ce\er""ﬂﬂrmg his.-stay in Anwmn, somie qutious
discoveries, of which %an %ughnf’ may be seen in thie Asiatic .‘urnﬂ for Dcc.
1828.% Heuesumed bis jougney towards Persiag and '"“‘353 .
bereaved the World of n’nveller ponuu:d'of “the! ur a )
"9."’“‘5 near to lhe

of Burc'khardt and more than his TEurnln" huppen?l
goal. - We sdbjeifPthe account of his death Which m’b

“ A letter drom Tiflis4of the 15t Jnnunry, lm;onu
Dr. Schulz,, f of Uni
the'expense of the King ol'!Frannc,,to “vfm umu. Tu&ey and Persia for
scientific and literagy purjoses. The mel{md'ml,e‘:ﬁ-oc yrred in Kurdistan,
on_the' frontiers of Inal-Huerile, betweap the willagés'of Bash Kullah and
Perihan Nishin. . Tywo servants, a soldier, ngn ersian, serjeant, who ac-
companied the Unfortinate’ mvel[cr, weré hkg avsshim d.s Col. Mac-
donald; at whose house the doctgﬁmd received theayarmest hosMHy during
his stay.at Tabreez, immediately sentoﬁ' 4 confidentiaFperson, for the purpose
of collecting, if possible, the papers. and" efféetsf"M. Schulz,.and, in con-
cert with t’he‘@l&snan bassados, taok the lieststeps towards the discovery
of the assassins,” S -

XL .'\nllxv!pf,.ﬂ."
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M, were e e 1502
A, G.—Zerpibiars gad’ ud\llnd hall. enter m%wvnngewim
vlr‘t.hur ryot;' éuIm'.lzl"f:rﬁl"?:nke in moh‘é" .&.«-{‘mm shall within a°

. reasonable time t to egeh ryot . lpdulh vl' I:M Mnlpn :he

awount to be )n- niul W\n{mmn&iﬂn of the
and the ze W 1’)‘ i tot‘;r)ohmmldﬁ-h-rgam‘
money or'in 1umL {t ,mr u‘he-umﬁan of the engagéuient, the zenm:dur
shall neglect or shall ‘? 1se 40 comply with 1 vhedémml of ‘the underf
ryot for the. potghs ab the zemindar sball be lizble mwmed
n the Adalut tourt of the wd il also mu‘eu mxfduuges as
mundh&e«ﬂ!yth‘m -quu‘&., T i
Art.l puﬂ-ﬂ‘l‘a land V&‘Q - hts which go-
o general’ 'mi}:\es order to
g}! il e regulations
ight: ‘dlﬁcﬁp nifsnmh ¢s, hﬁ'&' eustomary
s I”d!r, mwg;'lqu!vent litiga-
L a ohabif C toall WBT land,
Mﬁ,ldaﬁhn‘dbl rﬁnrb.} € blgﬁer rate
of warm (sfiare: of #he prdlfice) th in le(estimate) of
Fusly 1210; nﬂr)! pnrclmgen‘ew(bd't‘ a higiier divisiont of produce; as
suceeeding o't K (Qt ate th ?eeﬁed as the
5 o

.-‘ ’\,
sers of e:utev‘shal{ Mtlnd bf! m gwernmen% the
Tand, wiz. Shblrfun), , and Enam vilages within
:,xﬁ ‘ to the cus!v&mry nsmtﬁnce

r om;mns, such as ﬁlc imminent dan=
ger of ‘t\p'vntf!ﬁ pu le’vlll beemnlcd to cbllect 8n his
own npcounl A.nﬁooms. fe:&of the ¢ connngocs, ? poligars,
and pagod hsﬁ'm mru auhmugd lands. - The shotriume
dars and gther proj |Emto¢Llhlrdmll howe?w have'the
option of. cqpmnl!ng the: these nhrahx’russooms, aud fees, for the
fix momy ? wbebm l"j 1
the ’Indnr or gro‘prdo shall be bbhnd to receive s eogmuv.ed ﬂnounl
m'hen of all Mn’d!ﬂxﬂh M&l&count o RE

he ompany, < sold under the pree d'ng conditions
of salé, fnnﬂ?d“‘%'nwﬂn:?misa by'the, Nabob of mei[_armmc ta the
East-India (,omplnnp v 1965, extendinf from the lake of Pulicat
north of Madras 4,3 ‘ferg miles of P, ndjchesry, ' French setle-
ment, to the south. Breadthinwas nearly hﬂv mnu, “west of
Madras, but darfow s the ndcthern, dpd annﬂ;e,ﬁ extremities.
From 176548 the inv&i o Hythr Allwnf Mlsple, 1 1780; the reve-
nue derivable from ﬁne!gs cut tod dpemlmt of ks high-
ness the*Nabob, Durmg tht mmoa of decr Ally, whose > troops plun-
dered up to the ver§: gates d J’m\,St Gorge, thiterritory was desolated,
the villages burnt, aud the inbabitauts dupfmd or ulrlICdr into clpunt)
Asiat.Jour. §.S.Vou. 1. No.3. ¥F

rents.

5
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- On the termination of the wary in 1784, Lord MI’MW
“of Madras, rented out the collection of the u‘{gne “of &bh tgﬁ}hry' A
large subdivisions, called pergunnall “for” a term of fen years, on a pro-
gressively increasing rent. The rent progressed too. fast, and the renters
d, some sooner, some later ; in 1795 qﬂym'w AR ‘ x,
Asfhese decennial renters failed, their subdivisions were again let out on
rents in smaller subdivisions.. By July 1795 the term of all these rents
had expired; the jagheer, then under two, was placed under one European
collector, and the ‘agricultural ryots of each’ village, commonly called the
village inhabitants, or village merassidars, were compelled to contract for
three years for an nggregate payment i money,*, on an estimate formed
by the collector of ﬂievnlné.gﬁbere)u_ e of each ‘ﬁpige, from an exami-
nation of the aceounts qf.‘ th%,t!ltg‘ i 'ng‘.yep;si o .
It is not .neoev'lv"j here'fo enter into #n - in

ere’ ination” of te ‘injustice of
this proceeding: it is explained in de(ail e the Aithechaptet, b, Col. Wilke's
History of Mysors,, aud was Yegretted by the colleeton wha had gnforeed
these cmnp\rlgm"y:{cnm'ﬂ-ﬁ, The term, of ghese rents uqn‘néd in July 1798.
Annual rents”on ait estimate of the aetval praduce, ‘equally cdmpulsory,
were forcédbon. the yillage canthdhitidshn eaclicyear @um‘@, till 1802.
At that period, uﬁderﬁrdmmﬁg(ma Mﬁn@l‘, ﬂdd"’,r:ga;ntipn»
. pre\'inusb’-med.e; the vﬂlaggs composing the jﬂgﬁcer}m’h‘heen allotted into
dhout sixty sémingdaries, called estates, and the' revenie fo be* paid in per-
petuity determined, the eﬁmles‘\;ere putup to sale undeg special conditions.+
The sale itodk place about* ten miles from Madras, and 'gﬂs numerously
attended, both by persons™desirous ‘to become zemin“y ‘proprietors; ‘and
by those. who would in foture “have to pay the. reveml_d'us 6#« 0 Jand
_they cultivated t9*such propridtors ; that is, the r_:&a ',Aﬁlw“gh. at the
time this sale of zemindarx Tight§' ww,'l?ﬁminﬂ ;uf extenslul
territorial possession existed o the JAgheasy yet the"Prifiplgf z'windury
superiority was familiar to the ryo&l and 4o nll"p're«cnt. at the sale. | Lord
Macartney’s_decennial renters were gemmrs‘ﬁ:ring the (;hn of their,
rent-contracts, and from 200 to 300 viﬂ.’l’gos weref at the timesof sale and
long prior theretq, in the pos.:ession of zemigdars; lhﬁ{‘}‘ of superiors
holding the rights of government by, grént: many of These o ntees being
Sudra superiors of Bramin villdge-cdmmunities, and, many Mah i
superiors over Hindu communities. Th® 23d clause %f the ('qditio'ns of
sale refers egpecially to such small zemint_l;rit'zs" o The -is@mi@ithe slightest
difference, in principle or fict, be‘ween the rights n{r; dars of a single vil-
lage, and the rights of a zemindar of lO;Ollé‘-iﬂu 9 or between the rights
of the ryots of the villages in either casg.® The fdilire of most of these pur-
chasers must be admitted.: sbnfe, ‘h'm\',everMnub in' the possession of
their zemindary ®estdtes to this day. The chief cause of fa,'&xre was an
overrated permanent revenues .' 3 % v
Col. Wilks,” page 187, vol.i. of his Hislony of Mysore, in a riote,
« The révemue was, by custom, leviable in kifid on all tand yieling rlcmm:

# No court of justice existed, nor had any regulation been printed and published, when these special
conditions were frameid ; both were promised, and the pledge Wi redcemed.
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. Lord (Clive *) say to his Englsh tenant,

claims bis lordship's right to get the best
ay we not be allowed to- ask Col. Wilks,

. i 5 akih . ;
' W%Wﬁ} offamd?” Wy reles 1 Bghah fsflal

ders?  Col. Wilks might have found, in manorial rights and copyhold
tenures, proprieml:y 3&}1'! witha limit. A lord of the manor, in England,
cannot turn out his copyhold tenants, so long as they pay their customary
quit-rents; but'alord-of the manor is nevertheless a'propriétor of land, and
50 is a tenant holding under copy of colirt-roll or by custom.

The index*to Mill's.History of India, ‘ujder ‘the ‘head ryot,” has:
« Handed over, to thebzemindars by the Anglq‘-‘imﬁan government
274, vol, iiiy);, nn’r’l, n lh'at' pagé, Mr. Mill admifs ¢ that lhg r.ul&_s\ by*
which the'payhiepts of 'ﬁ: ryots syere; EQWrgined;'vuitd' in vafious places;
and so intrieafe did théy appear o the, Anglo-Indian goverhmenf, that no
little trofible w be necessary.to make an 'n,;-!s,_*;qwit-in detail, The
ryots were,, dlgr‘:a; , 'l:ldj(koer, &o the zemind: . gﬂ‘ L Ary'qrdi-
nary reader ‘would suppose” that this ¢ han&ng oter, i
new plan of ‘collection adopted by th'r,Alg!llldipn' iqv‘e?nmﬂL; whereas
« the handinlg over iq-gns&"'ﬁmd heen the practice or centuries, and all
that" the ‘Anglo-Indian government “did was,to fix. pernihnéntly in « the
gross " the #maunt of the payment to be' ninde. bythe zemindary landhol-
ders, insscud oﬁlui‘ﬁnz it open ‘to annudl settlément as befom.:_- [The rates
of pa"mrnt'ln;l remained # question, of privateright.”! . This ex-
planatiopccayuiot be top gten repeated, so little i the distinetion understood
between ' pel -wn anwyt “payable by @ zemindar, and a eustomarys
rate pdyable Tyot. r P ‘;,",' o . i

Tt will be adtfitted that Jw_sa]é of the jagheet lands, in 1802, furnishes
an extensive an cojlpnrm'nah reg.en! dxample; mnd the grant of one or
more villages gg*zemindarytenuresin a pro¥inee under ryotwar management,
tothe native sefvants of the late Sir Phomas Mu‘nr&(nlSirTl\omm{s request),
affords futther evidence of dlg pn'hu'iple.of zémindary agency being familiar
to th&ryots, andifheir tghnsfer in the gross to/sucli proprietory agency accept-
able fo'them.+ No remonStrances were presented “to ‘the- local European
officérs, B fothe I@gf vel mcn‘b‘dgnins! either the sale of the jagheer
by ‘estates, oF egl;nﬁof the villages to Sir Thomas Munro's servants.
Be zemindary a!clcytoﬁg‘fﬁr be if*bad, as far as regards revenue, the fact
is indisputable, that zcm_ihﬁr‘ agenoy is the anciént yfode $ of collecting

£
<3

 The great Lord Clive becashie i rincifle a zemindar) by'a grant from the Mogul
of the twenty-four pergunnahs Around Callutta ; bubhis, lordahip ‘never considered he had become a
freehold proprietor of all the land withif} s. Oh the congrary, the Governor in Gouncil
of Bengal, in 1759, report tak the Dir t fhe Moghll, having canferred on Colgnel Clive. the

honour of Imlm.hld thoughis p to confer a jaglieer on him, and that in conséquence they

should in future rents urgrww ﬂ"‘ of as heretoforé to the Mogul. *

‘The Gompany were thus at this time :

nue. It Was the land revenue, mwﬂ?ﬁ?&gﬁm was granted to the Munsubdar.
various oppression,

of theland

tainly they never compelled the village cofamunities to rentsthe revenue of their villages on terms.
as they, the renters, might please to dictate, depriving them oF their lands and privileges on refusal.
yCan it then be matter of surprise, that the rygtssaw themselves without regret handed over in the gross
10 these zemindars 2 ' B

} Seepaged), vol. ik _‘wl.m‘s(.’mud India; and dsiat, Joupn. vol. xxvii, p. 405.
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the land revenue, and is not liable to greater abuse \"h
agency, with a prospective benefit, than the m

ageney without such bonefit. Tn one case, the mpndinyngmy"'
is under the control of the European collector, perpetuall .li while
the hative stipendiary ageney employed by the zemi doubt

they must employ revenue servants, is under the cmmol vl' a master, a
native of the same country, speaking the same language, and having &
permanent mterest in his benefice, with a full knowledge of the honest or
dishonest character of his coumrvmen, and of the best means to secure the
one or defeat the other, and with hheny to employ his relmves as his native
agents.

17 the opinions of . Sir Henry Strachey, so often quoted, on the difficulty
that an European, must find from: his ignorance of the manners and enstoms
of the natives, in exnmmmgmw amf dwdlngon stions itigated between
natives m courts of _'uxtu:e, be well-founded, i mv it ot bé' assumed that
the same difficulty must ‘oceur in condueti mtne-te mv;nue mqdiries into
the rules by* whlch the” payments of the ryou ‘arédetermined by local
usages andseustons > . 1 native judges be contidered requisite to aid and
facilitate the’ administration of justice in Imhn,- s why should the ancient
custom of zenfindary"agency, n the epllcchon of dla revenue,” he qwd
and all the details of revenue t.] h! sonﬁ# to Ilaro super-
intendence ?

If the assessment on the Jand is not tobe atax arbitraxily ﬁﬂ at the
diseretion of the Earopean, cpll the y. dues p able by the
ryots must be questions of' pnwa right ;" and )ﬂ!eﬂl?\ll “questions
will be more.equitally* dmdell..b) collectors of the  revende, manifestly
interested in the-ease, than by an irid d Judge {(both experi 2z
equal difficulties in" the mvezilgmnn?‘ongbt to exclye no dopht. « In
questions of private right, the e’(em’uvt audwnty cangot*:merfere consis-
tently with justice, policy, or its'own |nzeres!a, said the Mgst Noble the
Marquess Wellesley, in the &elebrated lettef to ll'z govemment of Fort St.
George.*

“Lhere is no denying that much Anursmy of opinion ﬁ&? even -seng
those well acquainted with the defails of Indian revenue, a¥ to f.’m Herits
and demerits of the ryotwar and zentindary Ifbdes of eollection. “It st
at the sarie be admitted by both parties, that m.the extended discussions
whic! h (hls qub_qect has undergone, the ntives of India have had no share.
Z g has béen attackedsb Elu'opexns, but has not been
lefended b) ind; n'c cannot be attacked without
numerous Europenn ad\ ocatés appeﬂnng ;o d.efend or explain,

. R. R.

* Dated the 19th July 1804, when. commercial rymwumlbwnmhe introduodd at amp'uldmry
—Sae Seicctions, vol. iv, p. 992, *
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ﬂinfgsnmn ARMY.
©  To tar Eniron.

Sm: %Wuﬁmmhmw ok Topbold sudiies 4
lmge that the mittee of the House of Commons will at the same time

" take into their consideration the state of the army, as well as the more im-

portant subjects (to this country) of the tea-trade, finance, monopoly, &c.

Memiorials without number have been forwardetl to the Hon. Company, from
their military servants at Madras, praying that the arrangements of 1824
might be modified or altered, in such a manner that the promotion caused by
that organization might have been more fairly conducted, and that the senior
officers might participate in the advantages, at least in an equal degree with
their juniors, who were mostly benefited by those arrangements. In order to
prove how yery disproportionate promotion has been in the Madras Infantry,
and to point out the ipjustice done to the older officers by the system then
adopted, and con&med by the Court of Directors, a table is subjoined, which
will show that, nccordmg to: ' seniority, officers’ are by mo meags on an
equality. Many of the junior aptains have been |onge! dn the service than
some of the lieut.-colonels, whilst many of the thajors are ‘of the same stand-
ing as some of the fourth and fifth captains, and sevéral of thedirst and second
captains are many yearf junior, in pom: of *service, to'some first lieutenants.

The army, till lately, lived 4n hope’ that those ill-advised measures would
have been cancelled; and in Monhn Jto that effect wete transmitted to the
gover! t of Mmlras but at recummendanon, and merely to save
themselves tfouble and the Company expense, the original arrangements have
been confrmed—approved of they could net be—for theprinciple acted on
differed from hat, eyablished at Bengal dnd Bombay.  The whole army is
in conge ee dissatisfied ; their vights are vmhh'ld, their memorials remain
unhieard, and their gnémneeg unredrenged. An order bas Jately been issued
at Mmir;s, prohibiting*officers frofh. forwarding,petitions on the subject; any
one would Be'fiable to a court-fartial ,who nl‘sobeyed those orders; although
we have the privilege of petitioning the Company, and the House of Cum-
mons, if Jl\suce is denied us alsewh Theglate reduction of two li
and ong,ensign from each regiment has stopped promotion in the junior ranks :
sgme of the ensigns are of six years’ standing.

Thc Off YC oning Fund allowance has been, lessened one-fourth ; twenty-

has been taken from thdse who have served more than half a
cenmry, and who"had abofit £I,Q0b per anoum; a similar reduction is made
from thafe who only had £540 per annum, whose average sérvice is thirty-
seven years; ‘the sixteen' colondls have no share, and their average service
is thirty-four years. The medical allowange has been abolished in toto. The
full batta question, added te this list, has completely alienated the affection of
the army.from their honourable employers.

The snbjoined table will shey what chand® of promotion a young man has
in ohcmmng his company, and what he may expect, after a period of thirty
yeun service in India. Every one acquainted with the service will allow, that
it ds next to an nmposslblllty for an officer to live, ag befits his rank, on
subaltern’s pay, with the ‘most rigid economy, and yet reduction is made of
on hth of their scanty pittance! =

I Myhupe that you will insert this in your journal, and that it may be
the means of |"ncxing the attention of some in power, who will bring the
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There are in-the service 350 ot of 1,000 officers who were in the army in: ’

1814, Of those, thirty-four have tetired on full pay,—fifteen ligut. colonels
on £365 yer annum, fourtegn majors on £202 per annum, and five captaing
on £192, 12s, 6d. . There have been' fifty-two officers obliged to retire on
half-pay; of whom one major has £174, thirty-eight captains on £127, and
thirteen lieutenants on £73 per annunsh - The remaining 564 have diéd or
linquished the service without any benefity \

0 V. i eemir B 1
g Tole}A A I At 35 R\
Escaped the eagle's claws, the dove
The sound of wings will always move;
The lamb will shun the lion’s lair,
That once hath met his angry glare,
8o I thy dangerous looks will flee:
In bondage on%c, Inow am free. .
S,
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the l||b itical ts and observations of Sir Thomas

“as expressed in the letters and documents to be found in Mr. Gle

‘This examination it is unnecessary to carry beyond the date of cvldonue
given by Sir Thomas before the pnrlmmculnry committees in 1813,

ASit hias heen recently stated in one of the public journals, with an air
of triumph, and for the sake of depreciating the value of all practical
wnlenw, that the sentiments of Sir Thomas Munro underwent nchnn;,c

1 to his ination before the ittee, it s necessary fo give
a brief extract of his opinions at that period, as they are to Le collected
from the minutes of evidenee, on the subjeets at issue between the Company
and the free-trader. %

1. On the probable effects of a frdc trade Dbetween this country and

Indin, Col. Munto stated, that “an open trade, under the present re-
strictions, and supported by an act of the Legislature, and such a trade
confined to fhe principal establishments, could not be productive of any
consequences detrimental o the peace of the country.”*  With: respect to
the ption of British fi he did not think there could be
any materinl increase of the demand now existing for them, if a free-trade
were sanctioned. ‘This he explains ‘on the ground, that British manufac-
tures could not be sold so cheaply as the Indian native fabrics. — « If," Iy
says, “we could furnish ourwoollen manufactures as cheaply as the natives
can furnish their own, there would be a very onsiderable demand.”
Again: * His clothing (that of the Hindoo) is all the manufacture of his
own country ; we eanngt supply him, because, whilst-he can get it, not only
better, but cheaper, at home, it is impossible that we can enter into compe-
tition in the market.’$ These are positions which no one can dispute ; and
at the period when the evidence was given, the facts were perfectly true.

But iumn Leen asserted, that Col. Munro alleged the prejudices of the
natives to have offered an insuperable bar to the extension of our manufac-
wrnnmong*‘nhc people of Hindoostan. 'Fhe assertion is positively untrue.
Ti his evidence before the House of Commens, Col, Munro distinctly says :
“Tt has been sometimes said, that the natives have a prejudice against
the manufactures of Kurope; the Hindoos have no prejudices against the
use of any thing that they ean convert to an useful purpose ; whether Fu-
ropean or native manufacture, it is pure as it comes from the hand of the
workman to all Hindoos; but they have one prejudice, which I believe is
a very cotmon one in this country, against the paying a higher price for a
worse commodity ; and wuntil we can undersell them in such articles as
they now require for their own use, we have no hope of extending the use
of our own manufactures in India; it is entively a question of pmc
whenever we can undersell the Hindoos in-any article which they require,

* Evidenco before the House of Commons, 12 Aptil 1613,
1 Evidence before the Lords' cmu-nue. 7april iy Evidence before the House of Commons,
12 gt o, ¢




tionally mmepmenud M. Qﬁh furd, in his pamphlet, which has now
sunk to the level which it %nrm, ridicules those who “in a tone of
oracular authority,” maintained that the trade with India and England
could not be extended.  But who saidso? ~ Not Sir Thomas Munro: he
says it is entirely a question of price; and as soon as the conditions which
be lays down were secured, the result, he admitted, followed. In other
nords, when our engines were ahle to manufacture cottons more cheaply, or
" the conngnecx of these goods \ven‘nnnhleﬂ'po oﬁ'er them at lower rates, than
the price of the Hindoo nrﬁnlu, ‘they were‘yhrchaped Tt is needless to
say, that his subsequent wi ritings afford no eontradiction to his opinions on
this point; on the contrary, these are (vol. i, p. 255) reiterated.

2. With respeet to the unrestricted resort of Europeans ‘to India, Col.
Munro stated, in 18¥3, that its effect would be to irritate the natives by
such persdns offering violence to their religious and civil prejudices ; and
that the European charaeter, the high respeet for which he considered one
of the main pillars of our government in India, would suffer very materially.+
He was of opinion that the power possessed by the local governments in
India, of removing summarily Europeans from the country, should be con-
tiued. Upon this head, there s nothing in Mr. “Gleig’s work which is in
the sliglllm( degree at variance with the opinions q.xprew:d by Sir Thomas
in 1813.

3. With respect to colonization, Sir Thomas observedin 1813 : «I do not

think that the eolonization of ludia, under the existing regulations, by
which an European in India cannot become a proprietor of the native soil,
is practicable ; and supposingit to be desirable, aud that law was repealed, 1
hardly imagine that even then they could colonize to any extent ; they would *
be borne down by the superior population of the natives, more industrious
and more economical than themselves,”§ And again: *The people of Indin
are as much a nation of shopkeepers as we are oumselves; they never lose
sight of the shop; they carry it into all their concerns, religious and civil,
It is this trading disposition of the natives which induces me to think it is
impossible that any European traders can long remain in the interior of
India; what the European eats and drinks in one month, would make a
very decent mercantile proﬁt for the Hindoo for twelve ; they do not there-
fore meet upon equal terms.”|| There is positively nothing at variance with
this opinion in the the papers published by Mr. Gleig.

4. Tt is asserted that Col. Munro predicted the utter impossibility of car-
rying on a commerce with the Hindoos, because they were
changeable, It is true he mswh upon the wonderful pe
institutions, and the inflexibl nination with which the;

* Ut antes | Evidence before Lords' Commitiee, 7th April 1813, :
+ Evidence before House of Commons, 12th April 1813, § Ibid.  * U, dbidy, uﬂ:m}!ﬁ- g
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But he also sid,that an open trade, -
under proper regulations, would be N

! ere behind the Hindoos,
oMﬁullon were h’ become an article of trade between the two omﬁlfeu
England would_gain by the import cargo.”* There is not a syliable to the
contrary in the work before us,

We have no doubt but that the real effect of the evidence of Sir T.
Munro has been so greatly rmsrtpruented (by design), that the afnmgomg
passages of it would have heen este ions, had they appeared in
one of his private letters.

We shall now proceed to place before our readers some of the opinions
of Sir Thomas, upon other than esq:memd 'bplcs, from his more recent
writings.

In common wﬂother eminent pehnnﬁ, Sir Thomas Munro was adverse
to the system: of subsidiary alliances. In an udmyrablg letter: to Mnrqms
Hastmgs, dated “ Darwar, 12th August 1817,” he gwes hn opinion freely
in regard to this point, with ref to the prosp dfter the
great Pindnrry war. Whilst our empire wnswenk’hpd dfcumscnbtd. and
surrounded by powerful Native cMiefs, the system-of swbsidiary alliances, he
admits, might have been necessary; but there are many objections to the:
employment. of such a forge. * It has a natural tendency, he ohserves, to
render the government of every country in which it exists, weak and oppres- *
sive; to extinguish all honourable spirit amongst the higher classes, and to
degrade and impoverish the whole people. By supporting the prince on the
throne in spite of his people, it renders him indolent, cruel, and avaricious.
A subsidiary force would be a most useful establishment, if it could be di-
teeted solely to the support of onr ascendancy, without nourishing all the
vices of a bad government: ‘but this, he says, seems almost impossible.
There is another and a more formidable ohjection which he raises to the
system, namely, its inevitable tendency to bring every native state*in which
it 3§ introduced, sooner or later, ander the exclusive dominion of  the British
rule.” "He quotes the observation of a nativé minister: «That no native
power could, from its habits, conduct itself with such strict fidelity as it
seemed o deman " Now, he observes, if all India could be brought
umder the British dominion, it is very questionable whether such a change,
cither as ityegards the natives or ourselves, ought to be desired. One effect
of it would be, to deteriorate the military habits and discipline of the Indian
army, which might turn against their European masters; and the complete
establishment of our authority all over India, he thinks would i injure the na-

tive dl.net:r) OQ e lmpm\cmcnt of which the British government, from
its ne is not favourable. ®The simple and direct mode of

i out is more creditable both to our armies and to our na-
MM than that of dismemberment from within by the aid-of a sub-

* Evidence before House of Commons, mnmnm.
A&Jm NS, VorI. No.3. d 2G




‘and only for publie objeots ; s alwa
~of the capital, to dictate terms o, or to depose, the p
4 e

t still it is always ready
‘stationed there to defend.’)* i
g alf of the natives, Sir Tho ,Munm,—‘v
charges of a pamphleteer ‘represented to'be desirous of
animals with only two funetions, ploquw(ﬂwzrl‘nlly. He is for raising them
into consequence, by giving them a permanent share of the government of
their country, and by reducing their burthens. In the very letter just
quoted, addressed to Lord 1-15“11@, he says, « it is from men who either

held, or are eligible to public office, that natives take their characters; where
no such men exist, there can he no energy in any other class of the com-
munity. The effect of this state of things is observable in all the British
provinees, whose inhabitants are cerﬁg e most abject race in India.
No elevation of char can bel expected among men who, in the military
line, cannot attain to any rank nbovejthn! of subahdar, where they are as
much below an ensign, as an ensign is below the commander-in-chief; and
who in the civil ling, can hope for nothing beyond some petty judicial, or
revenue affice, in Wwhich they may, by corrupbemicans, up for their
slender Salary.” Tn-a late letter to Lord Hastings (1818),the urges the
same topic at ;(n.:nl length: 3 s !

I was anxious to give what assistance T could i carrying into effect the
orders of the Court of Directors, for employing the natives more extensively
in the internal administration of the country. Their exclusion from offices
of trust and emolument has become a part of our system of government,
and has been productive of no-good. Whenever, feom this cause, the public
business fulls into arrear, it is said to be owing to the'want of a sufficient
number of Europeans; and more European agency is recommended as a
cure for every evil. Such agemcy 'is too expensive; and even if it was
not, it ought rather to be abridged than enlarged, because it is, in.many
cases, much less cfficient than that of| the natives. For the discharge of all
subordinate duties, but especially in the judical line, the natives are infinitely
better qualified than Europeans. I have never seen uny European whom I
thought competent, from his knowledge of the language and the peo‘ple. to
aseertain the value of the evidengé given before him. The pro in qur
courts of judicature, which, in‘onr reports, make a grave and C le
appearance, are, I know, frequently the subject of derision among the natives.

But it is said that the natives are too corrupt to be trusted. This is an
old objection, and one which is dly applicable, in similar cir
to the natives of every country. Nobody has ever supposed that the sub-
ordinate officers of the Excise and Customs in England are rl.-nwrknblc for
their purity. But we need not go home for examples. The Company’s
servants were notoriously known to make their fortunes in partnership with
their native agents, until Lord Cornwallis thought ’F advisable to purchase
their integrity by raising their allowsnces. Let this be done with regard to
the natives, and the effect will be similar—though not perhaps "’ similar
degree, for we cannot expect to find, ‘in a natidn, fallen ra
dominion, the same pride and high principle as among a free’ cople
persuaded that we shall meet with a greater 9hal’¢"‘of"ll]$w‘na talent
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le we_persist in withholding liberal salaries from
es of the worst part of Y

t, we ul‘g v

quats secure the

“employed in every situation w:m ey are better calcu
p arge the duty req In all
fitter to in the than Euro “The
Buropean judges should be confin ost entirely to the business of appeals.
In criminal cases, the fact should be found native jury, who are much
more competent than either the Europetn }pd’ge or his officers to weigh  the
nature of the evidence.® 5 s

Our Government will always be respected from the influence of “our
military power; but it will never be populur while it offers no employment
to the natives that can stimulate the ambition of the better classes of them.
Foreign conquerors have treated the natives with violence, and often with
great craelty, but none has treated: them with so much scorn as we ; none
has stigmatized the whole ‘people as unworthy of trust, as incapable of
honesty, and as fit to be cmpla_\ed\bnly where we cannot do without them.
It seems to be not only ung but impolitic, to debase the el of
a people fallen underiour dominion ; and nothing can more certainly produce
this effect than ur avdwing our wamt of confidence in“them, wnd, on that
account, excluding them as much as possible (&om an;, office of inupostance.

Again, in 8 minute, dated 31827:¢  # 5
The employment of mitives in high offices will be as wuch for our own
advantage as for theirs: it will tend both to the economy and efficiency of the
administration of public affairs. ~ Every time that a native is raised to a
higher office than had before been filled by any of his, countrymen, a new
impulse will be given to the whale establishment ; the hope of attaining the
higher office will excite emulation among these who hold the iuferior ones,
and improve the whole, - But this improvement will take place in a much
greater degree when  the office is one of o high and independent nature, like
that of a judge. The person who is appointed to it will be conscious that
he enjoys some share in the administration of the affairs of his country ; he
will feel that his own rank and character have: been elevated by his having
. been selected for the high office which he holds, and his feclings will pervade
every class of the department to which he belongs.

\Tha opilionof Sir Thomas respecting the Indu British class, is delivered
in @minute, whilst Governor of Madras.” We subjom the passages:

1 have already stated my senti on the all to half-caste women
and children. The measure would in time lead to so much‘expense, and
produce so much distress, and is altogether so. gant and impoliti
that I should copsider myself as wanting in my duty, if I did not recommend
to the Hofburdble Court not to sanction it in any shape, or in any degree,

. but to reject it entirely. In speaking of the half-caste population, I have
chiefly spoken of lhcllls depending on us, not as what they would be if
left to themselves, but 0¥ what they are gade by our injudicious interference.
If we limit our care of them to the, support of schools, and leave them in
every thing else to their own exertiogs, they will become a numerous,
in and useful Tace of men; but they must expect, like every other

great n, to hg among them every gradation of condition, from

i ndence and afffuence, to poverty and hard labour.  They arc at present,

,;’  regards the means ofﬁing, in better circumstances than the people

-
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228 Life and Correspondence of Sir Thomas Munro. 5
 of England.’ Comparing' them with an equal number  of the peaple of
’ xﬂ‘mghnd. among them a smaller Y to extreme

is and employment¥easily found; but it must gradually cease as they
become numerous ; and they must then, like every other great community,

have full proportion of poor. There is no cause why they should not -

by their own exertions become a thriving people ; they are not at present so
well qualified as the Hindoos for hard labour, but they will gradually acquire
the habit of labour from necessity; and they have the advantage of baving
fewer prejudi and a better education, and this ad ge of education will
always continue.

His sentiments respecting the press are well known; he considered the
freedom of publication in India as not only unnecessary, but ahsolutely
i ible with the indance of our authority in India. There is an
admirable minute of his, dated in ;\?n 1822, wherein this conclusion is
made out in so masterly a manner, that we regret that its extreme length
forbids oun inserting it at length : /

“ Thosé who speak of the press being free in this country,” he observes,
“ have looked at only ong part of the Subject; sthiey have looked no further
than to Englishmen, and to the press as a monopoly in their hands for the
amusement or benefit of their countrymen ; they have not looked to its free-
dom among the natives, to be by them employed for whatever they also may
consider to be for their own benefit, and that of their countrymen. A free
press and the dominion of strangers are things quite incompatible, and which
cannot long exist tocether ; for what is the first duty of @ free press? Itisto
deliver the counLry'ﬂ-‘om a foreign yoke, and to sacrifice to this one great
object every measure and consideration; and if we make the press really free
to the natives, as well as to Europeaas, it must juevitably Tead to this result.

“ The advoeates of a free press seek, they say, the impfovement of our
system of Indian government, and of the minds and conditions of the people ;
but these desirable ends are, T am convinced, quite unattainable by the means
they propose. There are two important points which should always. be kept
in view, in our administration of affiirs here. The first is, that Sur sove-
reigaty should be prolonged to the remotest possible period. * The second is,
that whenever we are obliged to resign it, we should lepye the natives so far
improved from their connexion with us, as to be capable of maintaining a
free, or at least a regular g amongst th 1 If these objects
can ever be accomplished, it can only be by a restricted press. A free one,
so far from facilitating, would render their attainment utterly impracticable ;
for, by pting to precipitate imy 5it would frustrate all the benefit
which might have been derived from more cautious and temperate proceedings.

“ In the present state of India, the good to be expected from afrec press is
trifling and uncertain, but the mischief is incalculable ; and as to the proprie-
tors of newspapers, as mischief is the more profitable of the two, it will
gemerally have the preference. Thege is no publicin Jndia to be guided and
instructed by a free press; the wh;fg of the Eurgpean society. is composed of
civil and military officers, belonging to the King’s and Hon. Company’s services,
with a small proportion of merchat and shopkeépers ; there are but few
among them who have not access to the newspapers and. periodical publica-
tions of Europe, or who require the aid of political information from an
Indian newspaper. 3

greater who live eomfortably. - This may last-while their number
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 Many peaple, both in this country and England, will probably 20 on ad-
miring the effects of the Indian press, fondly anticipating the rapid extension of

nowledge th i ‘whilst a d: olution, originating in
this very press, is preparing, which will, by the p and violent overth
of our power, disappoint all those hopes, and throw India back into a state
more hopeless of improvement then when we first found her.’* -

The whole of this minute deserves attentive perusal. ~ Another is equally
interesting, relative to the religious conversions of the natives of India,
and which is dated the same year. It was writlen in consequence of an
indisereet display of zeal, or rather enthusiasm, on the part of a eivil ser-
vant, who “ indulged himself in a formal and most unprovoked attack
upon the religion of the people, and placed upon record, within the reach
of many of them, i highly offensive to their tend prejud
The conduet of this individual led the governor to point out the mischief
likely to arise from * official interference " with the religion of the natives.
The missionaries, he says, pursue their labours without the smallest hin-
drance, and are well receivéd, because ﬁzty have mo power; a contrary
policy would’ excite di and disturbance, and eventually defeat the
very object/for which it is designed. = %Tn rder to dispose« the natives to
receive our instruétion. and adopt our opinions, we must first gain their at-
tachment ‘and confidence, and this dan only be accomplished by a pure
administration of justice, by moderate ®Bssessment, respect for their cus-
toms, and general good government.”

Mr. prémises to be guided by the orders of government, in his conduct
to thegnatives; but I fear that he is too much undér the dominion of his own
fancies to be controlled by any legitimate authority. He has already shown,
by his detlining liagce with the directions of his i liate superior, Mr.
Cmnpbell,'how little he regards subordination, when opposed to #vhat he be-
lievessto be his higher duties. He app to government ; and while he pro-
fesses his readiness to conform to their decision, he desires that his opinions
regagding the natives may stand or fall,  according as they are supported or
contradicted by the'vord of God,” as contained in certain passages of Scrip-
ture forming the appendix to his letter. This is an extraordinary kind of
appeal.  He gmploys his official authority for missionary purp ; and when
he is told by Ifis superior that he is wrong, he justifies his acts by quotations
from Scripture, and by election, a doctrine which has occasioned so much
controversy ; and he leaves it to be inferred, that government must either
adopt his views, or act contrary to divine authority. A person who can, as a
sub-collector and magistrate, bring forward such matters for discussion, and
seriously desire that they may be placed on record, and examined by govern-
ment,is not in d.frame of mind “to be restrained within the proper limits of
his duty, by any official rules,

It was never itended to employ collectors and magistrates as teachers of
morality and religién ; and of coyrse no rules have been framed for their
guidance in such puguits, Every man who has common sense, knows that
they are contrary tohis duty, and, that no safe rule can be laid down but by
absolute probibitioh. We'cannot allow Mr. —, or any other publie officer,
to act as a missionary, merely because he supposes that he abstains from
“ obuosious intetference,” Every man has a different opinion regarding the

* Vol. ii. p. 3%
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ous would fix them differently,
‘

“of Tndia should be permi enjoy their
 institutions, and should be protected against the interference
cers with their religion. This system is the wisest that could
be adopted, whether with regard to the tranquillity of the country, the se-
curity of the revenue, or the improvement or conversion of the natives,
Mr. —5 is the worst. Itis dangerous to the peace of the country and the
prosperity of the revenue, and is even, as a measure of conversion, caleulated
to defeat bis own designs. If T were asked, if there would be any danger
from leaving him st Bellary, I could not positively affirm that there would—
there might or might mot; but if any mischief arose, it would be no excuse
for us to say, that it was so unlikely that it could not have been expected ;
for we had ample warning, and ought to have proyided agaifist it.

Tn every country, but especinlly in this, wher@' ¢ rulers nre so few, and of
a different race from the people, it is the most dangefous of all things to
tamper with religious feclings: they may be apparently dormant ; and when
we are in unsuspecting security, they may burkt forth in the most tremendous
manner, as at Vellore: they may be set in motion by the' sfightest casual
incident, and do more mischief in offe year, thar all ghe labpurs.of missfonary
collectors would repair in a hundred, - Should  they roduce only a partial
disturbance, which is quickly put down, even in this case the. evil, would be
lasting ; distrust-would be raised Between the people and "the’ goverdinert,
which would never entirely subside, and the district i which it' happerted
would never be so safe as before. The ageney of collectors aggd idtrates,
as religious instructoss, can effect no possible good. It. mdy for's nfpment
raise the hopes. of a few sapguine men; but it will end in%disturbance and
fuilure, and, instead of forwatding, will greatly retard, every chance B ulti-
mate success. ; N { o r

In another place, he says: % )| .

A rude ignorant people relinguish their superstitions without much dimmﬂty,
in exchange for the religion of other nations, whilst a civilized one preserves.
them with most persevering obstinacy. ~ The Turks of Eubpe havegtthined a
considerable degree of ecivilization; but their intercourse with Christinn
powers has not abated. their faith in all the wild visions of wheit, prophets.

y .

The change, if ever it is effected, will'be extremely glow, at will noteven i

begin until; by the Smprovement of the countey, Inllia “shall abound in a
middling class of wealthy men, secure in the possessioh of their property, and
having leisure to study our best authors, translated into the various languages
of the country. )

Again, in a letter to the Right Hap. JeSullitan, dated. (lctuhn-r‘._ls‘.‘u,
he writes : o e E O

1 should expect more benefit from the circulation of t tracts by the
natives, or of translgtions of short Eurgpean tracts by #n. ives, than from
translations precipitately made of the Bible,,or any grgat' work, by the mis-
sionaries.” 1 have no fuith in the power of any missionagy to aequire, in four
or five years, such a knowledge of anyIndian lafguage & to’ enable him to
make a respectable translation of the Bible.” Ifear that,such translations are
not caleulated to inspire b i for the book. T of trans-
lating the Bible into ten or twelve languages in a few years, s uld rather sce

'
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“twenty years devote lation into one. If we hope for success, we
must proceed ¢ , and adopt the means by which we may be likely to
attain it. The ination of knowledge is, I think, the surest way; and
if we can prevail upon the native princes to give it lhempputpwm, it
will be a good beginning. (%]

In writing (1826) to Mr. Wynn, the late President of the Board of
Control, Sir Thomas thus speaks of the unavoidablé tendency to augmen-
tation of territory to which our Indian empire is subject :

Whatever rules we may prescribe to. Ives for the limitation of our
tertitory, they can never be absolute, but must always, in some degree, yield
to circumstances, A civilized and warlike nation, surrounded by half-civilized
neighbours, must neceéssarily, in spite of itself, extend its empire over them.
It is the natural progress of" human affairs, and the march of civilization over
barbarism. All that we canydo is not to precipitate, but to retard events as
much as possible; gnd rather to be forced on them than to cause them, lest
we should produce dnarchy, by advancirg faster than.we can consolidate our
power, and establish order and good,g went in the, ries we subdue.

In a letter to h.ir. Canning, dated 1823, he thmw‘wg!thqr his opinions
upon several fointé, the latter .of which has heeome of rather permanent
interest. Our power inthis country i< fow. very ghedt, and, I think, is
in nodanger of being shakeq, if the local governihents are enabiled to keep
the press and the nissionaries within propgr bounds, and if the Legislature
will, by limiting withamore distinctness and recision the jurisdiction of the
Supreme, Courty effectually prevent, it from extending its cognizance, hy
fictionsof My, to matters with which it ough# to have 5o concern.”

In the’ same Tdter, ke speaks with very just. iudignation of the accumu-
lation of #selessTwriting in India, whiehwilfy if not arfested, Jbecome a
complete nifisance, » ﬁnewr had n'\'%ry Ligh opinion of our records ; but
it was mot until my last return that 1 knew that they contained such a mass
of iheless trash.  Eivery man,writes as such as he can, and quotes
Montesquien, and Hume, anll Adam_ Smith, and speaks as i we were
living iff, @ country®where people were free and governed. themsdlves.
Most of“their papers might have been written by men \ﬁm wefe never out of
Englafj add"heir projects are n'enﬂi as applicable to that eountey as to
India.” 1 - - F p

Sir Thomas has delivgged” an opinion upon the allowances to the officers
of the Indian argy, which will not probably have many eulogists amongst
that gallant body . . 2

Milit: allowances, ;bolh to Eumpgnn and native officers, ought to be
regulatéd off the principle of holding out incredsingadvantages at every pro-
gressive step, ufidathe means of realizing § competency after a certain period
of service; but unidet ng government will the public, resotirces be adequate to
this object, if th wances to the #feriog ranks of thetrmy are too high.
A subaltern upon ta may Iive fot only without distress, but comfprtably,
in any part of Tndia, ‘Wt isgot necésary that be'should do more. It is even
better that he should feel difficulty aceasionally ; but it is a bad training for an
officer to place him in a’situation where he shall always be at his ease, and
scarcely ever feel the necessity of practising economy.

.



. rizing all subalterns of the army to-receive full batta -
* The subaltérn'is never taught economy; he starts with tmm.
_and.never afterwards becomes sober.  You may, in fact, p-yuw--yo- x

28:2 A Lyfc and Corretpmdcnu of &Mm
. The Court themselves have been the great. destrayers of

please: if you pay upon a wrong principle, you will never have mm or
discipline,

Tp these opinions upon %peelﬁc pomts, we suluom a few casual reﬂeckwm
which, at the same time that they communicate information, will illustrate
the character of the writer. .

There can be no doubt that a surplus revenue (in India) will gradually arise,
and that it may in part be remitted to Europe withont injury to India. A
conunual drain will not ruin « country whospeoﬂuuunl surplus produce is
greater tlz:nn that dra!n v

No modl&utpn can make the, Mohmathn crunnn\ law good for any
thing : it ought to be lholuﬁfl,.uﬂ our/owh substituted. . For whom is this
law| pruqrved? Thm is not'oue Molammedan to twenty "Hindoos ; 3 mor was
the law ever aﬁjmu_;mtered wa thag qudg ag small portion.

What India ints monus a free exportgf her produce to England, as is
permitted from: England to ndia.” Admlagon to all our. -lle and coloured
goods, &c. on-modergte duties. *,

In recommendmg mew systems, peoxl: are ma]pt fo think that mnand
are mere pieces. of machinery, ﬁz which it is prfealy h:rmlas to mnke ex-
periments every day.

The way to make our :dmmlslr:mon efficient is to s-mnhfyq;,-—m unploy
our European and ,native servants, on those duties for whi¢h  they are respec-
tively best adapted: Employ all civil scrvangs at first in the mv'nie lmsg not

" merely to teach:them revenue business, bat because” hey will see the's natives

under their, best forms m-mdustp and intelligent husbandmen gl manu-
facturers—will beconfe dcquainted with heir habits, anners, nnd.wnnv.s, and
lose their prejudices against theti—will' become attached to, and fel a desire
to bclncnd and protect them ; and this knowledge, and feeling will adhereito
them ever nftcr, and be most useful to them i@ the nauvea duruq, the rsst of
their lives.” +

After the €ommander-in-chief, thcn: is no officer itds &ao nﬁlc}rrl‘portanct

to uphold as thit ofythe regi ling officer,of cor'

on the respeet whigh he can maintain, ests l\q mbmdmah@‘ “Y n:mve ’

army, and the very existence of obir dominion- m_(,du;. The authority he
once possessed has, With the view of checking ’ﬁlls‘:« been 5o much divided,
thdt there is too little left any whcr@&o comméind’ respect. Part of his former
poswer should be restored to him  ‘aind_he* should receive stich allowances us
will ehable him to makéfn appelfance suxmblu to hi: m 5 in tho.cyea of !hl.
natives and of the Eumpenn oﬁun . .
Whatever plans magbé adopeed § for nccelernluw pmmo qu among the Eu-
ropean officers, it oughtito be by one for improving the
of fhe natiye oﬂicers ' and nofroom should beleft for tr!w c@l that in every
t for the d:!army, their interests are neglected.

pr it

3 We now tnkc leave “af ;bégu Memws of. SII' “Dhomas Manro, with a
higher esteem for.his character t'hnn we felt EEGJMM wit 1 the conviction
that they will be found to contain a  &tbre ol qsw knmvledge on lndmn
topics highly valuable nt ch present ;unamre. %
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EGJ.PTIAN HI’EROGL! PHICS.*

Tue Grqekhihd Latins, with one consent, declare that the ln’euglypluc
weriting of the Egyptians was symbolical or ideographical. From thence has
‘been deduced a conclnslon Lhey hy no means authorize, namely, that all the

characters of this writing, e ideas. This is
consequences greatly : for the dictum of the Greeks and Lntms dechred, in=
deed, that the principal ideas of a di were rend bolically, but

not that it was the same with’ auxiliary ideas, such as gnmmnucnl forms, any
more than with proper names and foreign words. But it is always thus : make
-one concession and more is assumed ; and it rarely happens that-a consequence
is drawn exactly the length that it ought to be.

This conclusion, so vast, and so long regarded as mcomroverhble, is not
now so favourably received. Yac:a have demonstrated, in spite of theory, that
xt is not conformable lv the premxm 1t received. its first check from the

hering of certain | Iyphical groups, in which each character acted a
part analo'vons to that ef er\ in gﬂqtnl ages. , These groups were
proper names, so described as to lﬂderm al impossible to misinterpret
them, Here then were l:larog’ly S, cmployul as_signs of sounds; a true
hieroglyphical’ nlyhlh‘u this is whlt' has ben'mgd :b,nlrhnbet of phonetic
hieroglyphics,

This alphabet has one peexgmrlty. that ﬂ:e nme umm& is not always repre-
sented by the same h bat i by another.
The number of these chara ctm Swhich Iythe plu:e of each other, and
thence are called homoj’:honom, is hoﬁ'gguy limited,

Besides foreign m?er names, written lmm- for letter, by means’of phonetic
hierogly, hu‘M rC ampollion has read nmonnl proper hames, which are
always ngmﬁcdht. Tt appears to me natural enough that; in ofder to.obviate
confusion,in the' ideas which make up théie proper naniés; did those -ideas
which compose the thread of a discoutse, and which nncnem'mfﬁmrs say were
always represented symbolically, anew mfthod of repruemanon was devised
for the former, namely, the nlphubehcal mode.

This far, there is nothing at v;r-nce with the testimony of ancient writérs
tespécting the nature of hieroglgphical writing : ‘and observe that I have made
‘a vast' concession ; fogin these groupt of proper names there are certain cha-
racters invariably the same, whilst their neighb give place lly to
those which are Homephonous. ™ Who can nssuw us that these unalterable
“chiractershwere flot ideographical, abbreviated by using only the first sound of
the name of the idea which represen!ed 2 Many of these national proper’
names present characters whichmo one will deny to be syibolical.

M. Chumpollxm says that he ‘lu disi ed, in hlerogl)phl:nl texts, and
paruculnrly in the msl:npum upon the Rosetta stone, various grammatical
forms, sizos of gender, number, tense, &c., Teftical'with those still found in
the Coptie “tonguey“which is Zenerally considered_as constructed chiefly out of
the relics ‘of thesaucient Egyptian djulect 3 wjieh foi'mlare expressed by, pho-
netic hieroglyphics. .

Without assen 'lﬂimly to all M Chnmpdho- s decmans, 1 admit, as a
principle, that th eas of a 2 dgcﬂrse, T megn ‘all the grammatical
forms, com dm“ﬁon Igl,‘&«, which dre obliged to
remain, as it upon the gecon? P}n ﬂfvthg tﬁle, must be less perfectly

-mm«m&w Mdrnu i yas welten, we undestand, by

M
S F-2'H

Asiat.Jour. N.S
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developed by vocal expression than the ideas occupying the first plan, The
name of each of the latter was expressed at full length by the single symbol,
or by the group of symbols which figured it ; whilst those characters which
oxpressed grammatical forms, and which were few in number, and incessantly
recurring, were named, in the vocal reading of the texts, after the initial
sounds of their names only. What I here advance, however, is simply con-
Jjectural, T believe, morcover, and Thope, some time or other, to asign my
rensons for this conviction, that the few characters denoting grammatical
forms were originally, and for a long period of time, ideographical, but that
the habit of meeting with them incessantly, and pronouncing only the initial
sound of the name of the iden which they represented, rendered them, at
length, phonetic; that is, in the sequel, when recalling exactly the modifying
iden which they represented, the sight of them brought to mind merely such o
wimple sound na is joined to n word composed of one or more syllubles, which
served to d i that of the fund; | ldmof the discourse which it
was desired to modify. ¥

Amongat the groups of charactors which M. Champollion hus endeavoured
to decypher, is one which.heplaces in the cliws of common namen, but which
appears to me to” belong to that of grammatical formn. n fact, this group,
which is read ma, corresponds with the Greek preposition anti (the Greek
translation, instead of the prepasition anti, has the preposition para), and
signifies “ instead ofy—in the place of ) it s, therefore, not one of the funda-
mental ideas of the discourse, but an auxiliary idea, *

Thus fur, nothing contradiets the Gmtm Latin authors, for nothing de-
monstrates that the leading ideas ina text arc represented in sny other manner
than symbolically.

I shall just observe, by the way, that the preceding remlh elucidate n pn-

sage in St. Clement of Al dria, which always d very obscure, 1
might even sy unintelligible ; otherwise it would have suggested some scruples
respecting the fmportant lusion, of which I just before spoke.

I now come to a point upon whieh 1 eannot coincidey in opinion with' M.
Champollion. He has read, in hicfoglyphical texts, common names written
phonetically : T believe he in mistaken. Let; none be displeased at my frank-
nos, for n very |m|-ur|nm point in here fitvolved.

1 glyphical texts contain oft names wriften alphabetically, it must
follow that the Egyptians wrote at full length the nnmes of those ideas which
held the first place in discoprse.  Butin that ense, whergin would be the great
dintinetion betweey hieroglyphical and alphabdtical witing 2 S As saoh an the
former rendered alphabetically commdn numes,san well as grammatical forms,
symbols would act but an auxiliary part ; they would be nothing more than
mere abbreviatiops, such as may be met with in every congceivable kind of
wmmg. and yet the aneient speak of a radical difference.  Diodorus Siculus
in positive thereupon ; and I believe he i right, as well ns all other writers who
maintain the same doctrine. 1 believe that hlcqupbicd texts connln no
common riames written alphabeticully.

Nevertheless, M. Champollion has read, by muql of his phonetic alphabet,
the wordw father, mother, infant, son, daughter, brothery sister, king. Lot us

. examine successively these groupmof pretended phonetic Chiracters,

First, Lassume the Coptic to be an Egyptian dialeet, and that it is Coptic
which these hicroglyphical texts represent : observing, at the same time, that
thin is not a theory which I wish to uphold ; but, on the other hand, I ayow
that I know nothing which is opposed to the admission of the hypothesis,
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Moreover, 1 look upon those groups as correctly decyphered which are mot
tuken from the Rosetta inscription, though this is the only hieroglyphical text,
the sense of which is known by a translation,

1 will begin by the word father. In the Rosetta inscription there is a group
corresponding apparently with the word *father” of the Greek translation.
T'his group, explained by means of the phonetic alphabet, gives the term toui.
M. Champollion reads every where foui, and foui alone, upon the monuments
of the kings of Egyptian race, and those of Grecian race, and even upon the
monuments of the Roman era, with which the Coptic of our day is connected.

But the modern Coptie renders the idea father by the word iof.  Can it be
supposed that so common an idea as futher, translated during a long course of
years exclusively by the word foui, should all at once, and exclusively too, be
rendered by the word iof# I eannot believe this without some reluctance; I
would rather think it probable that the group read foui was not pronounced in
that manner, but that as it recalled the idea of “ father,” apparently in a sym-
bolical manner, and as every one knew the word corresponding to this iden in
the spoken tongue, every one, on seeing this group, pronounced the word iot,

1 muke the same remark with respect to the group which. M. Champollion
veads souten.  This grovp recalled symbolically the ides of “king,"” which was
invariably rendered by the word ouro, so that wherever it occurred it was pro-
nounced ouro,and not souten, which in moderu Coptic does not wignify “ king.”
1 have, indeed, somé slight to offer againft the reading itself.
The group in question is com| of two pﬂru-l groups : the first containing
n character supposed o represent lp_,\-'h{dl character, in proper names,
stands for the letter &, and a somi-cirele, which M, Champollion considers as a
sign of the feminife gender, and which, in preper names, denotes the letter ¢,
The second groujy consists of a bee, nnd another semi-¢ircle; M. Champollion
1ooks upon the bee ay »; ical, which: renders mute the semiseircle following
it: nothing, therefc is loft tobe p dbutan # and a ¢, which at the
moit would muke the word gout. T know, morcover, that other groups, not
found in the Rosetta inscription, give instead of the bee and semi-circle, a cha-
racter standing, in proper nomes, for the letter n, which completes the word
souten: but then ngain comes the reson ndduced above.  “ King " is no more
expressed by sonten than * father " by towi. 1 should rather think the entire
group to be symbolical ; that the complex idea “king ™ is composed of two
simple idens, the second of which, if we may credit Horapollo, was that of
“ people ¢ growd.” -~ Were I even to admit the-identity of the groujs con-
taining the bee with that giving the entire word mun, Eshould still discover in
the latter the same component ideas; for the character read n is invariubly a
symbol of plunlny. or, if yon will, & np of the plural number, that is, sym-
bolically i to the ch bee..

1t can readily be lml_.hld, that when two ideas thus concur in forming one
complex ides, the word pronounced on sight of the group may have no relu-
tion whatever to those whlch the component syinbols would have recalled had
they been inolated.”

The mutoal ane. of symbpls, according to, their disposition, is a cir-
cumstance to whith T think too little attention is paid.  Each symbol seems to |

ox representing, at all times andin all places, one wingle ides.  For
exawiple: because in one instance a circle signifies the * sun,” therefore, - they
sny, it invarinbly represonts the * sun i the searabaus, in one passage, signi-
fien the “world,” therefore it glways signifies “ world," &e,  This is an ervor,
and a very serious one, from which Horapollo |houhl have secured us; for he
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informs us that the Y 1 may be the rep ive of six, seven, or even

eight different ideas, from whence we may conclude that the same symbol may

recal, in the reading of the text, six, seven, and eight words totally different ;

and it was, I think, position, context, antecedents, and consequents, which
ined what idea it rep d, and ly by what name it was to.

be called.

Amongst the several possible senses of a symbol, there is always one which
will be of more frequent recurrence than any other; so that occasionally a
given animal, whose figure was frequently employed to represent a certain idea,
received, even though considered as an animal and not as a symbol, the name
of this special idea. Thus a hawk, constantly used in hieroglyphical texts to
designate the “ human soul,” is called, even when considered only as a hawk,
by the Egyptian word signifying “ soul.” But to return to my subject.

The group which M. Champollion gives as ically the idea

“mother,” is composed of a vulture and a um—c-rtle 5 but Harapollo tells us
that the vulture is the symbolic representation of “ mother;” and M. Cham-
pollion admits, as we'have seen in the group “king,” that the semi-circle, when
accompanying a symbol, is simply a mute sign of the feminine gender: it seems
to me merely symbolical. I know that in reading proper names, the appear-
ance of a vullure gives the pronunciation max, which is an entire word corres-
ponding to the idea “ mother ;” so that this character seems to act the same part
both in proper names and in common discourse, that is, it seems always pho-
netic. Upon this point it is only necé¥sary to understand one another : in
proper names the vulture signifies only ‘the sound of “mother,” but in dis-
eourse it recalls at once both the idea itself, and the name of that idea. I add,
that it does not recall the name till after it has recalled the'idea.

Since an” accasion offers, T wish to point out what appears to me an
essential distinetion between the ch fing in the iption of
proper names. In default of doing this, M. Chnmpollmn contradicts himself,
when, after having Jaid down, as a general theorem, that all characters used
phonetically in proper names must nlwsyc and cvcry wh:m be employed in the
same manner, he is i in those
characters which in proper names are phanmel. The distinction wluch 1 pro-
pose to make is this: the characters serving to transcribe proper names form
two classes ; the first comprises those which, being intended to express what
we have designated grammatical terms, are always phanetic, To these cha-
racters, which are fewer than the others, may, I think, be applied the prin-
ciple laid down by M. Champeilion. In thesecond class are contained all the
characters commonly used ‘as symbols, demgmmng sometimes one ldea, some-
times another, recallmg, one term, ano-
ther, and accid loyed in the iption of proper names, to re-
present the initial sound of the name of the idea, whn:h it more commonly or
direetly signifies when it stands singly. Whenever the use of characters for
the phonetic expression of grammatical forms did not furnish the required
letter, it was supplied from this second class ; or wl:en it was desired to intro-
duce an idea of praise or censure into a proper name, which is somewhat ana-
logous to the process of the Chinese on such oceasions. -

This classification, which is, indeed, founded upon mere conjecture, will
enable us to conceive how the goose, which in proper names stood for the
letter s, mngbt in the course of speech become symbolical, and represent the
idea of “son,” conformably to the of Horapollo, so that it lled

the pronunciation of the Egyptian word seri, and not si, as M. Champollion
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reads, but which cannot be found in our Coptic dictionaries, As to the little
line which i panies the ch goose, we cannot say whether
this is or is not of a nature analogous to that of the semi-circle, so frequently
joined to symbolic hieroglyphics.

I grant that in certain compound words, instead of sounding the entire word
seri, the first syllable, or even the first letter only, was pronounced. That
would prove, atthe utmost, that the idea “filiation ” entered into the gram-
matical forms, and was expressed in the same manner.

It remains for me to notice two groups, in one of which M. Champollion
meets with the word misi, sigoifying, he says, “ to engender,” “ generation;"”
the other which supplies the word son, and represents the idea *brother.”
The words misi and son are found in Coptic dictionaries with the definition here
given. The only indication of an ideographical as well as a phonetic property
afforded by the group misi, is the unchangeableness of the first of its two cha-
racters; in the group som, whilst the first of the two characters is unalterable,
the second varies so slightly, as always to represent the idea of “plurality””
These are cogent reasons for doubting that these groups were purely phoneti-
cal. Would not. such a complex idea, resulting from the combination of two
other ideas, have acquired a name composed of the initial sounds of each of
the names of the component ideas? = I have no doubt that denominations thus
formed were given to new ideas; the gronps which represented these ideas
were then at once both ideographic and phonetic; but they were phonetic only
secondarily, haying been at first purgly ideographic. I am sensible that the
discovery of similar groups may easily lead into error, ‘and from thence I think
has arisen the mistake which I'have been pointing out.

JTought not, I thiok, to insist much upon the groups corresponding with the
ideas “ daughter.and “sister,” since the sewi-circle only distinguishes them
from the groups “son,” ‘“brother,” and since this character is, as I have
already stated, a mute sign of the femining gender, indicating that * daughter
and “sister” were to be pronounced, not “son ” and “ brother.”

1 have now taken a review of all the common names which M. Champollion
believes he has deciphered literally in the hieroglyphic texts, and the result
seemsto be this, that the alphabetical; nature of the groups in question is no-
thing short of proyed, and that, up to this time, no certain fact has occurred
to invalidate the unani imony of the Greek and Latin authors relative
to the symbolical nature of hieroglyphical writing. Before the discovery of the
phonetic alphgbet, too éarge a provinee was assigned to the symbolical charac.
ter ; mow too little is given it, The recent conclusion is, in my opinion, as
erroneous as the old. Excess is always vicious. If M. Champollion believed
that the phonetic character prevailed, he was led into this belief by a mistake
against which it was pechaps difficult to guard. I trust that my observations
will tend in some measure to restore the question of Egyptian writings to their
legiti basis, A pt for the i jueathed us by the Greek
and Latin authors has appeared to me by no means seemly, and if monuments
can, with the aid of written traditions, impart much light to us, they may
also, if we persist in studying them alone, lead us over a deal of unnecessary
ground. Thus far, T believe, written traditions harmonize with the monu-
ments. He would compromise the success of his labours who neglected either.
Egypt has been Greek, Egypt has been Roman; to judge of her we ought,
therefore, at least, to listen to those who were her masters, who knew her
living, and who lived with her. 4
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PUNCHAYETS AND ilLLAH COURTS. v

(Conclctuded from p. 160.)

MarrEns relating to caste or depending upon the customs of them, or of any
pnrmulur trade or business, are far best settled by a punchayet composed of
members chosen from the trade or caste, Indeed every decision upon such
points must partake somewhat of the nature of a caste punchayet, for the
evidence of the members of it is essential to enable the judge of the case to
decide; and it would be more advantageous to have the opinions of the
members or arbitrators full and free, as they would then be, than as evidences
overawed and cramped of neccuity, in delivering them before a judicial tri-
bunal; whilst the oath, though it would make them speak the truth, would
obxnm nozhmg but the truth, that is, mere matter of fact, allowmg for no

or ptions which the particul menight require. Decisions’
by members chosen from the caste too, are, in' my opinion, more unbiassed’
than almost any other.  For this reason I would recommend that where a
punchayet is given on matter relating to caste as above, neither party should
be allowed to claim choice of members out of it, unless-he could prove that
there was a general enmity to him in it. In the same manner where the cus-
toms of any pnmculnr class of wen, not actually reckoned a caste, but pur-
suing some excll are d, the bers right be chosen
under the same cxcepuun “rom that body, ~Punchyets of the whole caste
again, are much worse than no punchayets at all; it would be better to take
their evidence, than let them sit as members. There is no end to the dinners
(pan suparee), and other good thmgt, which the caste expects at every mect-
ing, whether forp ‘hayet, or any other matter. The
promiscuous nmmblnge of persons then ,collgcmd not one-tenth of them at-
tending as judges ‘of the dispute, bat as members of the whole body, and'
therefore bound to-apipeat at a gengeal nﬁeung of it, annot further, and'
mast necessarily retard, the proceedings, as. it is alvays found to do. * The
difficulty of “collecting all of the caste, and 'then of getting a dacman frony
them, must be known to-all who have tried: the experiment.

In suits for debts of old standing, which are generally'very intricate and
difficult to decide npon, and all infricate accounts, merchants-are the most
proper persons to sit as members. These obight to be chosen of the same
caste or country as the parties, when both of the ‘same, as mlurw-rmes,
goojeers, bohmas, &c. IF the sur punj could be chosen from among the higher
class of merchants, when the dispute is more about a particular kind of trans-
action,”as insurance, commission, &c. than between men of the same kind
respecting common aceounts, it seems a great object to be obtained.

Common accounts and obligations, whether bonds or other; are seldom so
difficult as-not to be better decided by an aumeen orsingle person, who would
come to a final-decision before either party would have named members to
litigate in a punchayet. In this case, where it is frequently obvious that one
party merely demands a punchayet to gain time, the superintendent might
have authority to refuse one, the nature of the dispute speaking for the rea-
sonableness of the denial,

In cases of wuttun, a punchayet | befq}e thagm, or people of the sameem-
ployment as the parties in the same or other" parts of the district, is good ; but
in cases where tliere have been three or four punchayets formerly without pro- i
ducing any positive decision, and which have been still contested with various
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success, a new punchayet would appear almost hopeless. The members, who
are only cultivators, are perplexed with the contrariety of the declllon, and
seldom succeed in settling the dispute. Then European agency is perhaps the
best means of passing a final and full decision, particularly when the chief
evidence is documentary, upon which the got are not properly competent to
decide.

Suits for maintenance are properly made the subject of punchayets ; but
cases have arisen wherein the punchayets have decreed the division of property
over and above the maintenance to which the plaintiff is entitled. Yet a
punchayet, under certain restrictions to prevent any thing of the kind occur-
ring, is the fairest as well as most delicate mode of procuring a due sub-
sistence for the plaintiff; for an inquiry into the circumstances of the opposite
party and the family is necessary, to enable them to decide the proportion to
be given, according to the rank and circumstances in life of the parties.

The cases in which punchayets might be considered the legal and fised mode
of decision, are therefore, 1st, points of religion ;*2d, customs of the coun-
try, of caste, or trade; 3d, division' of property; 4th, old and intricate ac-
counts; 5th, casesof wuttuns and hucks ; and 6th, disputes for maintenance.

In thele the admlage&of a pundnymu, I dnnk vuy nppurent.

The disad of p are and
and corruption.

The former is inherent i }n tbe fnrmtlon of one and its forms of proceeding.
Much more time is lost in ch 1g a sur punj than-th bers on each side,
who are mostly lppoth without much trouble. - Tt is always found difficult
to choose an umpire, because, upen him alone the casting vote, the whole
decision, depends. Neither party finds it difficult to. name friends, and no rule
now exists to prevent a person from sitting who has been chosen by either, or
both the parties.. Whether professional punchayets or not, they are genérally,
with few exeeptions, mere pleaders for their own client, But an umpire is
the judge, and if either party knows that the person named for it is acquainted
with his adversary, it is~ sufficient/ reason for him to-object fo him. The re-
medymed here is to bind theni down'to a_certain number of days, and if the
time is exceeded, to pame one from govemmeut, generally an aumeen. This
has the effect desired, and.an umpire is named within. the time. Besides the
known habits of the' natives which are acheck to a speédy decision, and the inte-
rest which ome party often has to protract it, by inducing his members to absent
themselves, the forms under which a punchayet is carried on cause great delay.
After ‘the answer of the défendant has been obtained, the punchayet puts a
number of ‘poorish, or questions to either party.for their own information, on
any particular points; and very often a member of the opposite party takes
this opportunity of cross-questioning the other by questions to the poimts of
the parties’ cause, which give an opening for it; if not,upon any other irre-
levant matter he can find, as'suits his purpose. Any unfortunate observation
of one of the pifrties, perbaps relating to any thing rather than the.matter in
dispute, is met by his opponent or one of his members by a- thep, which is
equivalent to a chlllen;e‘!p prove t}le assertion thus hazarded, under a penalty
of losing his suit if he does not. It is accepted often by way of bravado, to
shew that he has no objection to fight the other upon any subject he may
choose ; lnd a refusal to decept this challenge and write the thep, is too often

d by the punchayet to the disadvantage of the person refusing. Fail-
ing to prove the thep, though it may riot in the least affect the pending dispute,
is equally prejudicial to the party : notbut what this thep is sometimes bene-

P 'y




240 Punckayets -and Z:l[nb Cou: 1s.

ficial when it is demanded upon an nsemon made to invalidate the Lother '
party’s cause, or ' defeat any manifest l'nbehqod connected with it ; “but it
unfortunately often converted into a means of uuumce, or d;lay at any rate.’
The same system of poorish and thep is employed in the examination of the

whose evid is. g lly taken: by ‘thé poorish, and any dis-
crepany seftled by thep. This is rather the effect " of unskilfulness than of
partiality; but is made subservient to the purposes of the latter.

Unskilfulness has been noticed abdve as one of the causes of the slowness
with which decisions are arrived at, and has' been attempted to be shewn in
the nature of their proceedings. The unskilfulness of the mode of proceeding
is taken hold of by those who are more cunning than honest, to distract the
attention of long: and irrelevant discussions from the matter in dispute; and
what with the i |gnorance of some and the over-wisdom of others of the mem-
bers, adxspute, simple in itself, is frequently rendered so_confused as to re-
quire more time tounravel than it Wwould to decide two original ones of the
same nature The-volumhons praceedmgs are no doubt frequently caused
from & desire in the puncl\ayet to give thie losing party, particularly when &
violent~or litigions and dissatisfied man, every opportunity of establishing the
justice of his case, and perhaps mote frequently to deave higt no handle for
crying out, as a native will always do, against the justice.of their proceedings
but it causes great deHy in the decision of the suit on:which they are sitting.

The third ob_‘ectmn,‘nf partiality, must, ¥ think, cnst-aslong-ns the parties
areallowed to choose thieir members as they pletse, Camnulsmn used towards
the parties to make them hame them, can only have the effect of making them
produce them the soower, Fncnds would still be chosen. The Mahratta cus=
tom was to make light of those mémbers*who appeared to act as lawyers for
one party, Tathér than arbitrators between both, and to give a decision upon
the dther side, or call upon thé sa,ms rfpmher of persons as were 58 convicted
of ‘partiality, to give their.opinions on'the'cgse. The remedy, perl\aps, is to
allow of a stricter scrulmymw the dispute. itsell when finished, than is now
permitted, and apower dur)no the proceedm$ to check it by threats of L‘hdng-
ing the - members if !hay persist in gpen pa}'hahty.

“The last objection’ isicorruption. This is*a pmnhdlﬂigult to.prove, for twor
or thrée established cases will not be allowed # a5 even pr esumptive proof of
general corruption.” But it seems stranBe, if it is not generhlly practised, that
a set of fnen can sit for five, six, or’seven monthis omya punchayet, subject to
the open abuse, as is sometimes the case, 6 the par ties whose suit they are
trying, without getting any Unng or askirfg for ramunel,uuon for all their trouble.
In the paper Ippmntmg‘ the punchayets, they are expressly told that if'they
will unanimously apply for remuneration,*they shall get it, though' not more
than three or four instances have”occurred wherein such has been asked for.
Natives say that nieifibers sit because it is the customof the' counzry, and that
they look forward to having their clients posSibly as:members-on a future pun-
chayet of their own, on the principle that, one,good turn Heserves another,

But it was, and's the custom of the countrf, and is almost inherent in the
native character, to give présents, and thi§ was a more natural inducement
for them to sit in a punchayet now than under the former government; but if
::en:rr\;vl‘e:::m:hlhcy had been used to'e ‘expect and receive were done away, it

ere should be. Dld.they not' enjoy the same sources of
emoluments as formerly, I' suppose that na: “person would willingly sit unless
called upon by government, which is now seldom obliged to exert its influence
to procure a man to sit. No o(l\er reason can, I thmk be l'ound to account




many now do. A man may haye no. to devote some part of his time
to one, but it c I
natives should accept of tlic situation in"two or three punchayets at a time,

and for a continuance. It may be said thit he does it not actually becaise he

“is corrupt, but for his trouble or for.‘-ﬂgﬁihaod ut the man who undertakes
a punchayet for . livelihood must. sometines, at" least, submit to takesthe
wrong side of the question, dnd the object of his sitting will not allow him to
distinguish between goad and bad, or to vote cbutrigy to hisinterest. This
becomes, therefore, in the end as bad as carrupti&ﬂ.‘ P ” .

A punchayet s often demanded by one of thé parties for the evident pur-
pose of protracting a decision. In intricate disputes, “of whatever mature, it
is nét so casily perceiyed, nor is it of much consequence that it shounld be,
when a punchayet is best qualified to give . gbod dicision, as in.those upon
simple contracts, debts, and_common “suits jof 4ll kinds, whete the cause of
action shews there is fio need of one. Undet the present-rules®it ds.not -
allowabie to refuse.due; but with the exception’ of those suits formerly spei-
fied, it were perhaps as well that the parties: should, unless' tinanimous in
calling for a pm::knyegbéobﬁgml to abide By the decision%of a court or,
aumeens, unless they.choose' some common friend or tirayé, who may be
more easily stimulated by ghe superigtendent, is more easily imduecd to carry
on his proceedings in'the cufchersics of tlfe government gfficers, and is a very
useful instrament of ju'sli,e on mnnyfgcc-fs‘xons; a-decision is alse'more easily
and quickly obtained from them in almost all suits. ¥ ¥

With refeence to the advantage Which may result to the file from giving
punchayets; it does not appear that it Avould bg kept down thereby, unless,
indeed, a suif referred to one is considered as Struck off from the date of a
punchayét being appeinted, - This plan would=nqz.be practicable, cosistent
with the Supervision which, puncha ets fares to yréecive, for tio: proper record
would remain for ghe supgtintendent to, judge by, wid the. disinution of the
file would be more imaginary than real 41t w?uld bedu ipcongruity tosstiike
them offsas referred to punchayets; #nd yét to-have the superintendent coft=
stantly sending for the parties, #nd indiiet sill carrying on the suit in couit.
This plan was mdst_ probably therefoge nover intended. “Fhem if they remain
on the file, it 18 to'be seengwhether one whereon the greater pumber are suits
referred to punchayéts would net accumulate much faster than the common
adawlut one. - Lsuppote that no one gentleman devoging his avhole fime and

ation to_the intendance of punch could bring mote than fifteen
per month to a conclusion ; but the 'same person could decide between forty
or fifty per month in the first instance. 1f tiris is' the case, gn accumulation
of the file musg ensyeavhil h are idered as the first and regilar

decision. I the limitation of punefayets to certdin intricate and fixed cases

is allowed, punchayets will become the, exception to a general rule, whereas
they now form the rule to which tHe decision by aumeens and oghers of suits
in the first instance forms an ‘exceptioh nearly as limited as that of punchayets
would then be, for mahy suits which they are empowered to try under* 200
rupees-are now referred to punchayets, bécause the parties demand onc.
Considering a punchayet, when d manded by either or both of the parties
in a suit upon any of the,six poin “aboveatiéntioned, ais the mode by which
they should have their disputés settled, L.would recommend that the superin-
tendent ‘should have the power to" refuse one (nfess both partiés arc unani-

mous in demandiog it), in all common suits, i he sées either that it-will cause
Nos. ¥

dstat.Jour.N.S.VoL.1.No'3. g2 I
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ol Punchayels uzld' Zillah Courls: . 7
f{‘i?qum‘bcf of sbi ifﬂoﬁngltﬂﬁr.‘@é‘ to sitting on punchayets, which
otherwise uﬂsﬁé;%nmﬁ[e‘ at men of sich indolent habits as
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needless delay and loss to either party, that it is merely demanded with a view
to delay, or even under those six heads that the subject-matter is not intricate,
or such as to require any very laborious investigati The hayets will
thereby be restricted to those suits only in which they are really of great use ;
the file of causes will more likely be well kept down; the superintendent
having fewer punchayets to attend to, will bring them to a speedier decision ;
parties will not run the risk of having their suits delayed as they often must
be, by a reference to punchayets ; and if the suspicion is true that punchay

are corrupt, many persons will be relieved from a tax which is unwillingly
borne by them, but which they are obliged to pay in many instances with a
really just view of defeating the object of their adversary, to cause delay, and
of suving themselves much trouble and loss of time and money, by a little
expense opy ly incurred to stimulate the punch to come to & de-
cision. Punchayet being less made a trade of, one may be given on occasion
with more hope of success, for professional afd interested men having less
opportunity of engrossing all sarts of judicial decision, will be discouraged and
kept down, and a door will be gpen, with more success, for calling upon
respectable men to give their services to government. They will run less risk
of being confounded in men’s minds with the interested and litigious men who

% & “

| iged by the facility which

now compose the of

is given to their sitting upon all sorts of disputes), and the duty of a punchayet
will be more respectable and perhaps more easy.

——

. SUTTEES. !
.To xne Erron.

Sig : It would be gralifying to your readegs if you could say whether
any foundation exists for the statement, published in the London news-
papers, that the suttee sacrifice has been abolished by Lord Wm. Bentinck.

{ . Your'se&d. E. P.

*4* There is no foundation whatevef for the
been abolished by the Bengal government. The statement referred to by
our correspondent is said to rest upon a letter {rom a missionary. at Benares,
dated 13th Mrdnry 1829 ; but it ought to, have been evident, thatgif such
an order was known at Benares i'n’!'pl:ruary 1829, the knowledge of it
must have reached England before &brunry 1830t Too many instances
prove that sanguine men often assifhe surmises for fagts. *The subject is
under the attentive consideration of the local government, as it has, indeed,
been for many years. We observe in the Jast Missionary Register the

following extract from a letter from one of the Baptist missionaries at
Cacutta :

“that this rite Aas

The missionaries in Calcutta and its neigh
the Governar-General, Lord W,
and the loss of Property experi
We have reason to think that
rite abolished. >

hood have recently add; 1
.Bentinck, on the subject of burning of widows,
ienced by the natiVes on becoming Christiaps.
the first question will soon be put to rest, and the
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PROCEEDINGS OF SOCIETIES.

Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland.—Saturday, Feb. 6th.—
A general meeting was held this day at two o’clock ; Sir George Staunton,
Bart,, Vice-president, in the Chair.

The minutes of the preceding meeting were read and confirmed. o

The chairman presented twelve articles of Chinese costume, comprising,
among others, a richly embroidered silk stage dress; the habiliments of a
mandarin of civil rank, including the cap, satin boots, and embroidered stock-
ings ; various silk articles, and two straw hats.

Donations were also presented $

From Colonel Broughton (acting secretary), a manuscript vocabulary of the
Brij B'hakha dialect, some images, and siligramas,

From the Royal Irish Academy, a complete set of its Transactions, 15
vols. 4to.

From the Geological Society, some parts of its 7'ransactions.

From Mr. Greenfield, his Defence of the Serampore Mahratta version of the
New Testament. .

From T. H. Baber, Esq., 2 copy. of Gleig’s Life of Sir Thomas Munro.

From Captain Pogson, a copy of his History of the Boondelas, &c. &e. &c.

James Ewing, Esq. and Joha St. John Long, Esq., M. R. S. L., were elected
resident members.

The Chevalier Benjamin Schlick was clected a forgign member; and Captain
Benjamin Blake, elected at the last meeting, was admitted a member of the
Society. * . -

A paper, by Lieutenant Alexgnder Burnes, of the Bombay army, descriptive
of the Banians’ hospital for arfimals at Surat, was read. .

The mmﬁnlg’for‘!his’dccount were obtained by the personal inspection of
the author in 1823;'at which time theinmates of the hospital, or  Pinjra Pol,”
were principally buffalos and cows : there were also sheep and goats, cocks and.
hens; some of the latter had lost their feathers. There is no restriction upon
the admission of animals into_this institution, either as to species; number, or
the placefrom whence they cofiie. The most singular object in this Luhli:h—
ment is a sort of wooden house, aboutétwenty-five feet long, on the lelt hand
in entering, having a boarded floor elevated about eight feet from the ground,
and this space sefves asthe depository for the grain which gives birth to and
supports a host of vermin, so degse that the contents of this receptacle have
no longer the appearance of grain but that of a living mass, comprising all the
various genera usually found in the abodes of squalid misery. The persons
belonging to the hospital strongly deny the fact, so generally believed, in
Europe, of pious Hindoos devoting themselves voluntarily to afford a night’s

i to these delightful guests; and a medical gentleman, who
accompanied the author during his visit, declared his conviction that no hu-
man being could survive for"one night under the close and. unremitting atten-
tion which he would be sure to receive in such % resting-place; - Similar insti-
tutions, Lieut. Burnes states, are to be met with in almost all the large towns on
the western side of India; and at Aryar, in Cutch, he saw an ‘establishment of




244 Miscellunies, Original and Select.

’ rats, above 5,000 in number, kept in a temple, and regularly fed with ﬁuquﬁ
~cured by a tax upon the revenues of the city.
The ks of the Society were ordered to be returned to Licut. Bi
for bis unication. - L 4 {.
A second paper was read, consisting of a portion of a MS. account of’
Butan, drawn up by the late Samuel Davis, Esq., who accompanied Capt,
Turner on his embassy to Thibet ; and communicated by his son, J. F. Davis,
Esq.

. The extract contained some notices of the inhabitants of Butan, especially
the priesthood, with incidental remarks on their religion; many of the prin-
ciples and forms of which are similar to those of the Hindoos, while many
again bear almost.as much resemblance to certain observances of the Romish
church; such as the celibacy of the clergy, the monastic societies of each sex,
their chaplets of beads, and the manner of chanting the prayers. Their
system of the universe consists of the celestial fwions, situated upon the sum-
mit of a square rock of immense magnitude an \h?ln, the sides of which
are severally composed of crystal, ruby, sapphire, and*emerald. About half-
way down is the region of the sun and moon ; beneath is the ocean, sur-
rounding the whole, with seven stripes of dry land encompassing the foot of
the rock, and someislands, the residence of mankind. The infernal regions
are of course under the carth. The priests have no buildings erected pur-
posely for the perf of religious ceremonies ; but, in order to maintain
a proper sense of religion, many small temples are built by. the road side :
they are usually of a square form, and contain cither paimtings or: tures of

the deity. There is besides in use at these buildings a sort off whirligig or
barrel fixed upon a spindle. The inside is filled with a roll ofpa;y‘:r printed all
over with the word: omanipcenichong, the meanitg of which is said to be, to
implore a blessing, and they mutter it over as the Roman Catholies do their
“ Ave Muria’s,” slipping a bead of the chaplet at cach repetition. The instru-
ment thus equipped is so placed that each®pious passenger may give it a
twirl #

ylongs or priests are originally boys taken from the most respectable
n the country and the time of their novicidte i§ passed in the thost
dull and monotonous manner; nor ‘are their tedious moments much relieved
by sleep, if they pass the night in_the posture stated to be necessary for every
gylong to use; it is sitting cross-legged, with the feet brought to rest on the
upper. part of the opposite thigh. The body is stretched: stifily npwards; in
order that the arms, without being at ull bent, may be close tothe sitles; and
the hands, with the palms upwards, fest also upon the thighs; the eyes are
pointed towards the nose, to keep watch lest the breath should find an op-
portunity of wholly escaping from the body. A watchman goes round with a-
scourge and a light, to see that they are all in gheir proper plices and positions.

The second order of the inhabitants are called Zeen caabs, and they are
literally “ servants of government.”  The third class, or cultivators, appear to
enj?y a more rational and unconstrained form of life than either of the pre-
ceding; but the females, of whatever class, are in mo part of the world
worse treated than in Butan.

The reading of this paper being concluded, the meeting adjourned to Satur-
day, Feb. 20, when the Right Honourable Charles W. Williams Wyun, M.P.
president, took the chair at the'usual Hour. S e
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" . The minates of the last meeting were read and confirmed. y
'g The Agricultural and Horticultural Society of Calcutta presented 'cgiof
Vol. I of its Transactions.. = = oy
- From Col. Broughton ented, his Letters from a. Mahratta Camp, =
" and Selections from the pop Poetry of the Hindus; from Ti H. Baber,
Esq. a MS. translation of a Malabar play, founded on the adventures of
Rama; and' from W. Marsden, Esq. the charts of Forrest’s Voyage to New
Guinea, with the names of places written in the Bugls character.

Archibald Leslie, Esq., elected May 16, 1829 ; Francis Warden, Esq., elected
16th of January last; James Ewing and John St. John Long, Esqrs., elected at
the last general meeting ; having severally made their payments, and signed
the obligation book, were admitted members of the Society.

A second and concluding portion of Mr. 8. Davis’s account of Butan was
read. Tt commenced with an examination of the government of the country,
which would appear to be mild and equable, and well calculated for the race of
peaple subjected to its sway; indced, upon the whole, they may be considered,
though o very poor, te be a happy people, nither in danger of experiencing
any outrageous internal oppression, or jnvasion and econquest from without.
‘Fhe absence of all motives to ambition or personal aggrandi at the
public expense, in the class of pe"‘uons to whom the administration of the
government is confided, secures them from the first; and the natural obstacles
of the comntry, and badness of the roads, protécts them against the second.

The paper next details rious religious 1 at Tassi-
sudon, particularly one which lasted twenty days. The first thirteen ate occu-
pied in prayer; the rémaining seven in dancing, on which oeegsion the
performers (gylongs or priests) appear in masquerade dresses ; the masks repre-

senting animals, skulls, the destroying power, and various other fanciful and
singular objeets: The extract terminated with some account of the natural

productions of Butan. i
The thanks of the Society were returned to Mr. J. F. Davis for his commu-
ication ; and the meeting adjouned to Saturday, March 6. :

Asiatic Soéicly of Calcutia,—A mecting of this Socicty was held on the 24
September ; Sir Edw. Ryan inthe chair.

Among the members elected at this meeting were the following Hindu gen-
tlemen :—Rajah Banwari Lall, Baboo Asutosh De, Baboo Rajchunder Das,
Baboo 8yamalal Thakur. <& ey

“An account of a journey from Nepal by Tazedo on ! Mr’gl China,
by a Cashmeero-Bhotiah interpreter to the traders on that route, communi-
cated by Mr. Hodgson through the Hon. W.B. Bayley, was read.

This itinerary was taken down from the dictation of a man about forty
years of age, twenty of which he bad spent in coustantly traversing the road
described in his journal, and of the general accuracy of the facts it records
there is not, we believe, any reason to doubt. j

The first stage. of the journey is to Sankhoo, within the great valley of
Nepal. In the third stage the stream Achatuga is crossed : its width is about
forty feet and its depth about seven, and its course from north towards the
east. The passage is effected in a large canoe managed by four men, provided

for the purpose by the Nepal g Along a i track the
traveller comptow?ﬁahﬁ, the fourth stage, the way * being sprinkled with
ion” P i is full of brahmuns, and there are many workers in'

popy < SR 3
iron at the Mm the chief foundry of cannen-balls for the Gorkha:
e - wr
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government. At Churker, the ith stage, there is  stone-fuced tank, ten
_paces broad and us many long, a d

* of which ix stated to he so hot that i
sulphurcous i, and bathing in it
some cutaneous diseases.

The eighth stage which, Tiko all the previous ones, is described to be a toil-
some repetition of ascents and descents, brings the traveller to Dum ; whilo
travelling this stage, after a descent of three cos, he comes to a stream form-
ing the boundary line between Nepnl and Bhote.  On the Nepal side of the
strenm is erected a stone pillar, upon which is inscribed, in Nagri, “ this is
the end of the Nepal territory ;" upon the Bhotish side is o similar ercction,
bearing the intimation * Aere beging the territory of Bhote  From this
atream, which is erossed by o huge plank thrown over to Dum, is seven cos,
Dum is n village containing about 1560 straw-built huts tenanted by Bhotinhs,
Here is found the wood called zabiah, which is beautifully veined, and is used
for making the little round cups out of which the peuplit(llholn drink tea,

Half a cos from Duni the traveller comens to a fearful spot, where a pansage
of forty paces is effocted over planks only half a foot wide; Juid upon iron
spikes which are driven horixontally into the rock of a sheer preaipice, and
which pres w thus pussed. . The passage is called * the Lama's iron road,”

Kutti, the tenth stage, is described as a considerable town, where all things
needful are tobe had inubundunce.  The muss of the inhabitants are Bhotinhs,
but many Cashmerians and Newars, and some Chinese, reside there for traffic,
All the people wear woollens, and spenk the Bhotiuh Tanguage.  Kutti is the
boundary of Bhote, considered with reference to physical geography and the
language of the majority of the people. 500 soldiers (firelocks andarchers),
severnl officers, and four pieces of ordnance, are stationed at Kunl'bi' the ruler
of Lah and travellers, going from Nepal, produce their pmsports to the
chief military authority at Kutti, who keeps them in his office, and if satisfied
with the views and conduct of those who produce them, gives to them new
passports, under his own hand, to the governor of Tingri.

" »
Following the route to the tenth stage, the teaveller arrives at the buse of o

huge mountain called Yelum Thungla, the ascent of which is five cos, and the
descent as many more.  The snow never melts on this mountain, and the wind
in proverbially piercing and violent,  Yaks, mules, and sheep, are the only
animals that can pass this mountain, care being first taken to strew the path-
way. with ashes, to prevent their slipping on the hardened mud. . To pass it
costs @ long day's march, and the traveller arrives at the base on the other
side late ot night, where he halts,

From ¥elum Thungla, forwards, a fine verdant plain, enamelled with
beautiful flowers, extends for a length of two cos. Over this plain numbers
of very fleet animals, resembling the mule, and called by the Bhotiahs king
(wild asses ?), are seen scouring. .

The thirteenth stage is Tingri, a respectable town of Bhotinhs, where com-
mences & line of post maintained by horses, vie Lahassa, to China, The
winter is excessively severe at Tingri. The common food of the people is a
mixture composed of sattu, barley, butter, and tea, It is eaten in a solid
state, made up into balls, four times n day, and ten is drank with it : ponies,
mules, and camels may be hired here by the traveller. The fourteenth stage il'
Shegar, a town of about 9,000 houses, inhabited by Bhotiahs; the Lamas
hereare very numerous.  Tho town is built in tiers, from the buse to the sum-
mit of ahill, which hill is deemed holy ground. There ll‘ltlh of the llill'ean-‘

ut four or five fect, the water
il meat. It emits a most offensive
sidered an - excellent remedy for
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by a golden door, over which -
fs the Lamus ulways keep strict thousand soldiers are stationed at
~ Shegar by the ruler of Lal or the twentieth stage, is described ns
“u great city, standing at the base of a mountain. The houses, from being
~ washed with char look bluck ; and the people wear black woollens, The
rulers of Sakyu are two Lamas, whose lineage i traced to the same source
with that of the present imperial fumily of China. These Lamus are esteemod
divine, a churacter which they support by total seclusion from the world, and
the practice of the most rigorous self=denial, and constant mental abstraction.
At Sukyu there is an immense structure ealled ukar, or “ the house of the
dead,” u vast cemetery, which superstition, as usualgassociates with o number
of awful circomstances : at the end of every year a register is taken of the
dead, which is sent to Lahassa (Lassa), on which occasfon there is u great
festival, and a service “ for the delivery of the souls of the dead.”  Lamas are
of two kinds, one called Kumdamba, practising celibacy, and another sort
culled Tumzan,  The great Lamas of Sukyu, who are of the latter persunsion,
80 once a year to visit Lahassa, which is twelve days’ journey from the former
pluce. They areon these occasions recaived with great defergnce and respect
by the civil ruler of Lahussa, and go round the city of Labassa, curing the sick,
and doing other good works, &

At the twenty-second stage the traveller, after erossing « stream that comes
up to the chest in depth, aod is forty paces in breadth, pusses through a level
and cultivated pluin about six cos, and arrives at Nutan, which is u large city,
containing, it is said, 300,000 souls, who are chiefly of the Lama caste. The
city is n:t:d and has two gates, one to the east called the Bhotinh, and the
other to the west styled Sharku. One cos from Natan is Téshi Lhambhii,
the especial residence of the grest Lamm, presiding over this part of Bhote.
There are hundreds of gumbas, or conyents, and some houses of Cashmerians,
Newars, and Chiiese in the place,  There is o good bazar, which is open from
daylight till noon, when it is closed ut the signal of a bell tolling. Another
cos brings the traveller to the city of Digurchee, which is of great size, ex-
tending chicfly from north to south, Here begins a new language (dialect ?)
which ix called Changi. The houses are pukka built, and 3,000 Bhotiah and
2,000 Khatai soldiers are stationed in the town, Here the trayeller usually
hires fresh cattle il he continues his journey,

Leaving Digurchi for the twenty-fourth stage, the trayeller, 200 or 300
paces to the enstward of the town, comes to a river named Etku, Its
coarse in from north to south, its width about 300 paces, and its depth grent.
It is crossed by an iron bridge of thirtcen arches, built by some former lama,
and is called Samba Ghur, or ** the eastern bridge.”  From the river to Pina,
the first stage beyond Digurchi, the road runs through a cultivated plain, till
another river is renched, which is crossed by a bridge, when the traveller
enters at once the town of Pinfl. It ix situated at the buse of o small hill, the
top of which is occupied by a small detachment of Bhotiah and Chinese soldiers.

The whole way, during the next stage, lies thirough o finely cultivated
country, producing whent, barley, and pease. At Kyrangzhe, the stage town,
a market is daily held in the middle of the town, from morning till noon, -
where the whole buying and selling of the place is transacted ; it not being the
custom to expose any thing in the shops. Several sorts of woollen cloth are
woven hiere, and the dyers arc very expert, being able, for instance, accord-
ing to our traveller, to give n roseate colour to cloth, vying in splendour of
tint with the rose itsell,
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* The twenty-seventh stage is Laganché, a village of about 200 houses, inha~
H&'by tishs and a few Chinese. ~ South of the village is a vast lake, or
rather i called Yamz, where there are three rocky isles, on which
Terdsmen dwell, who tend large flocks of the Yak. The water, which is ex-
remely salt and bitter, is full of fish, and many fishermen also tenant the
isles mentioned, and their fishing boats are made of leather. Beyond Lagan-
ché the traveller passes over an uncultivated plain, extending all the way to
the next stage, and abounding with deer, Kings (wild asses?), and other wild
animals, which the Bhotiahs of those parts constantly hunt for the sake of
their flesh. The great lake of Yamzi accompanies the traveller to Palle,
which is but a small hamigt, affording however various articles of provisions
that the traveller ey require. A police officer here examines baggage and
passports. 4

* The first part of the twenty-ninth stage.lies over a plain till the traveller
comes to the base of a mountain called Kamba, the ascent of which is one cos
and a half; on the top is a spring of excellent water. A descent of three cos
leads to the village of Khamba, consisting of about 100 houses, tenanted by
Bhotinhs. Thére are two Chinese soldiers to superintend the royal dik.

In the next stage alarge and impetaous river, nearly a cos broad, and called
the Yekochango, is crossed either by an iron bridge or a ferry-boat; and for
two or three stages the traveller passes through a” country bearing various
fruits, as apples, plums, &e., and occasionally secs the great river Ye ochango.
From the mountain of Lachain Lachuy, in the thirty-fourth stage; all is sandy
plain; the stage town is Nitang, where there are plenty of Chinese shops, and
the traveller may purchase dressed meats for dinner. '

The thirty-sixth stage is the city of Lahassa; on the road is mount Putla,
the monastic abode of the great. .The convent stands on the hill-top and is
very magnificent, the roofs being.gilt, and the pillars of silver; the slopes of
the hill are well enltivated and peopled. = Lahassa (Lassa) isa vast and splen-
did city, enclosed by a wall of stone, The chief ruler abides in the middleof
the and the four functionaries next in rank to him, at the four corners.
These five persons, with two others, called Tuzeen, whose ordinary official
routine is the distribution of justice, form a council of state. Small offences
are punished by fixing the oficnder; by the neck, in a kind of stocks, in the
midst of the city, where he remains for four or five dags, and is then flogzed
and dismissed. - Murderers, after a trial before the two judges (tuzeen), are
punished wi itation. Graye political offences are reported to the
-emperor of: Chima.
Thecity of Lassahas five gates, named the Nepali, Selungi, Ladakhi, Decj-
ani, and Chinese gates, all of which are cautiously guarded, especially the
Chinese, or leading to China, to pass which costs the traveller a whole day of
solicitation and bribery. The cold at Lahassagis, in winter, extremely iulc’nsu,
but in_summer the heatis temperate, and there is always a breeze, The in-
habitants are chiefly Bhotiabs and Chinese. A cos beyond Lahassa is a river
called Shanga, about 100 paces wide, which is passed by leathern and wooden
boats ; the former for men, the latter for cattle. X

In progress to Shu-bii-dii, the forty-third stage (sixth beyond Lassa), the
traveller comes to the river Kung-joo, over which is an iron bridge of twenty-
five arches. A toll of twenty-five pice is exacted from pmpggs. The watet
of the Kung-joo is very dark, like charcoal, but good; and to. i tues i

es 15

bit-dit is a town of moderate size. The tails of the Yak sell here for two pice

Shi=
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& piece, and ghee also is exceedingly cheap. Notwithstanding, however, the
low prices of the necessaries of life, theft and robbery are very common, and
the thieves exceedingly audacious and' adroit. The houses at Sha-bii-da are
mostly of wood roofed with stone. ’ p

The next six stages to Tazedo, lie through a fine level and richly cultivated
country, abounding in grain, fruits of all kinds, and various vegetables, as
also in thieves, who come to steal in all sorts of disguises, as that of a dog,
&c. At Tazedo our traveller's journey terminates. Tazedois a large city,
and is the frontier town between Bhote and China; the inhabitants are of
Khatai, Bhote, and China; the Khatai are Chinese Mahomedans, of very
fair complexion and large stature. e

The great numbers of monasteries referred to along the route is striking,
It is to be regretted that the traveller was not a little more particular in de-
scribing the iron and other bridges which he crossed, and the nature of their con-
struction ; for though the word arch is used in the journal, with respect to these
we have some doubts as to the correctness of its application.—Gal. Gov. Gaz.

The Physical Committee of the Asiatic Society met on the 26th August, Sir
Edward Ryan in the chair. A letter was read from Mr. Hodgson, dated Ne-
pal, 23d July, accompanied by specimens of a certain earth, which Mr. H.
states “ to have been brought fram a considerable distance in the mountains,
and used in the khan khaneh to assist the fusion in some metals.”” ~ The secre-
tary (Mr. Ross) stated that on first inspection this earth appeared to him to be
the bituminous marle, which is used as a flux for ores of copper in Thuringia,
where it abounds, as a matrix for the ore, but the very small proportion of
lime precipitated by means of oxalate of ammonia, from a solution of the
earth in the muriatic acid; does not justify the conclusion of its being marle 5
but subsequent examination led Mr. R. to believe it to be earth, forming the
bottom or sides of some of the natron lakes, which are known to exist in
certain parts of the Himal: range of ins; a plete analysis of
this earth is, however, promised for the next meeting.

A large collection of minerals, supposed to have been obtained from the
vicinity of Simla, was presented by Mr. Calder, on- the part of Dr.Govan,
but no specific account of them has yet been received.

Mr. Calder also presented, on behalf of Mr. Hardie, some specimens of lids
limestone, with ogganic remains, illustrative of his paper on the geology of
Central Jndia. T

A letter was read from Captain Franklin, detailing the progress made by
him in the p ion of his & ing geological i igati and what
still remains for him to accomplish, stating as follows, in a letter dated Jubul-
pore, 12th July 1829 :

“ As I wrote to you from Sohagpore, informing you of my progress, and
also of the probability of my being able to accomplish the object contem-
plated by my present trip, T have now very great pleasure in acquainting you
that I have accomplished it, and that T am well satisfied with the result. I
came upon the eastern limit of trap at the peak of Onercuntuc, and from thence
1 have traced it along the Mecala hills, until I brought it to join with the
point where T left off last year, so that I have now to lay before the Society a
delineation of the trap boundary, complete from the source of the Nermada
river to Booradunger, where the late Dr. Voysey came upon it in his route

. The boundaries of new red sand: and of lias li were laid
Asiat. Jour. N.S.Vor.1. No.3. 2 K h
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“down in my former map, and the new feature of my present survey is, |
existence of the carboniferous series of rocks, as perfect and. as well- ed
by all the striking peculiarities of those rocks as they are in England ; but of
the dlreo member- of that series, the " mill-stone gn: is the most predomm-q:.
for whilst the mountain li only i appears, and the old or
primary red sandstone very rarely, the gritstone occupies vast tracts, and
rises into the highest mountains, exhibiting also all those romantic appeaf-
ances and wild scenery, which the same rock is known to do in England ; its
minerals also are the same; it contains thin seams of coal, the quality of
which is invariably bad, bitumen is of common occurrence, and is found ting-
ing the rocks very frequemly Mountain peat is often to be seen in glens
where the water al and is absorbed, and hot springs are also
to be met with. The rock itself is invariably a gritstone composed of quartz
gravel united by an argillaceous cement, and in cases where circumstances
have converted that cement into silicious matter, or rather where the clay has
been silicified or hardened, the rock is used for hand millstones.

“ The geological map and paper ate now preparing,but in the mean time it may
be useful to point out the parts where acontinuation of the survey is required :
in the first place, the trap boundary requires to be laid down from Onercuntue
to Seonee, south of the Nerbudda, and from thence to the point where I
quitted it Jast year, near the Mahadeo peak, and not far from Asscergurh ;
this would complete the survey of the whole boundary of the eastern trap,
and it might be done in the conrse of one month : in the second plu:e, the
small space between B di and Ramp B requires to be
examined and laid down; this would at once connect mme, the late Dr. Voy-
sey’s, and Capt. Dangerfield’s surveys, and the trap boundarynorth of the
Nerbudda would be complete, together with a considerable extent southward
of that river carried on by me nearly to Beitool.

“ With regard to other points, the new red sandstone requires to be carried
on from Taraghat, where I leftit in 1826-7, to Rotasgurh, and the valley of
the Soane river should be examined both geologically and with regard to its
iron; the remaining desideratum in this part is to trace the outline of the mill-
stone grit, for I passed mearly through its centre, and my ideas of its boun-
daries can only be conjectural, having no other foundation than my knowledge
of the coal and physical geography of the tract where it exists; but as I have
ascertained its boundaries in the Mahadeo hills, my obserygtions regarding it
apply only to the tract which is eastward of Onercuntue.”

The first chapter of the late Dr. Vovsc) s journal was read, compmhnndmg
his route from Madras to Hydrabad, in November and December 1818 ; but as
the whole of this meritorions work will speedily appear in print, we need not
trouble our readers at present with any detached portions.—I4.

Medical and Physical Sociely of Caloutta.—At the meeting of the Society,
held on the 6th June, Mr. Wilson, vrc&presldent, in the chair; Mr. Ogilvy
was duly elected president of the Society, m the room of the late Mr. Gibb.

A letter was read from Earl Stanh of the C i of Cor-
respondence of the London Mcdlco-Boumcal Society, suggesting that a cor-
respondence should be opened between the two Societies.

A treatise on inflammation of the veins, presented by Mr. J. Greig, was
read and discussed.

After a few prefatory remarl:x Mr Grexg enters into the details of its causes,

symy and g some marked cases of the discase.
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When the inflammation is not very extensive, the symptoms of phlablm, he
observes, are the same as thooeo&viqul inflammation; but when it is exten-
sive and i: -eema:l in u:e nmy of the vessel, it is accompanied with &
high d and with symp of a typhoid cha-
racter. Cases, however, are adverted to, of patiehts having died of phlebml.
without either local or general symptoms that could have predicated the exis
tence of the disease having been observed till after death, when, on examina-
tion, the veins were found in a state of high inflammation, and containing a
quantity of pumlm: matter. The most frequent cases, however, are de-
seribed as g from and the application of a ligature. During
some four years, the writer stated that he enjoyed frequent opportunities of
witnessing eases arising from these causes, all of which, notvntbsﬁndmg lﬂe

utmost attention, and the active application of the best supp

proved fatal. i the local F are paratively slight, and a
cure may be effected; but this, ucordmg to (he wmer, is very seldom the
case, the disease soon ing a more formid: In that event,

the lips of the orifice or wound inflame and become everted, the inflammation
rapidly extends along the course of the vein, both above and below the
wound, in many cases, even to the heart ; there is great pain, aggravated by
motion or the slightest pressure, with a sense of burning heat along the course
of the affected vessel. These symptoms increasing, matter forms in the
cavity of the vein, the surmnndmg integuments lml cellnlm‘ membrnne par-
ticipate in the iofl of ion ensue 3
as fever, pain‘in the head, h-ck and limb', shiverings, sickness, and great pros-
tration of strength, &c.

This disease being of a highly inflammatory nature, the vascular system,
from the second or third day, is found to be greatly deranged, and, after the
disorder is fairly established, the pulse is never below 110; when fully formed,
it is generally from 120 to 130 in.a winate. In the more advanced stages of
the disease, the pulse sometimes is not to be counted, becomes contracted and
thready, and frequently intermits, and, towards the close, is, for a consider-
able period, so weak as to be scarcely | ptible. The skin is g Ily
parched and its temperature greatly avgmented, particularly after the shlver-
ings, and-the respiration is much affected throughout—not, Mr. Greig con-
ceives, from any morbid condition of the lungs, but from the state of other
parts. The app of the and the i igh and
pain_felt in the chest, gnd at the pit of the stomach, are wull»maxked and
never-failing symptoms,

The period at which this very formidable disease terminates fatally, is some-
what uncertain, much depending upon the exciting cause, mode of life, and
state of body. Many patients within Mr. Greig’s experience, were cut off
generally in four, six, or eight days, from the first appearance of the disease,
while others lingered for twenty and thirty days, and even for weeks before
death put a close to their sufferings. In those cases which prove so rapidly
fatal, he inclines to the opinion, that death is not occasioned by the severity
of the local affection, but from the effect produced on the nervous and gene-
ral system by the matter, formed in the vein, mixing with the circulating blood.
He considers it a mistaken idea, that in some cases of this disease arising
from venesection, the inflammation only extends upwards. ln every case
witnessed by Mr. Greig, both the symp and
alter death, fully proved the existence of mﬁammnuon belnw Lhe wound in
the arm, and in most cases extended even to the fingers,

.
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Among the various t;mm which may produce Inlumnni?ﬁ ”z
nds, compound fractures, splinters of bone, oy
extraneous substances lodging in, or tearing the coats of -
the absorption of certain fluids. The most frequent exciting eauses
with pointed i , and the application of a ligature.

*This disease, though it often affects man, is still more frequently to be met
with in the horse, it being well known that the integuments in this animal
rarely, if cver heal, by what is called the first intention, after venesection.
When death follows the opening of the external jugular vein in the horse, the
membranes f the brain are found much inflamed. This being clearly a
mzlndy of & highly inflammatory character, what is called the antiphlogistie
is obviously indicated. The local is external—cold appli=

cations, evaporating washes, saturnine poultices, and saturnine and opiate
fomentations, leeches, and blisters. The general treatment comprises low
diet, repeated bleedi harti hibition of calomel and dia-

snline , the exhi
phoretics, &e. When typhoid symptoms sppear, the caue, in general, may be
considered as most imminently dangerous, and the plan of treatment of
course corresponds to the new train of symptoms.  On the whole, Mr. Greig's
paper is a valuable and instructive one.—Cal.Gov.Gaz.

Medico-Botanical Society—~On the 26th Jannary, & meeting of this Society
was held in Sackville Strect, the Earl of Stauhope in the chair, at which his
lordship read a letter from Mr. Frost addressed to the council, in which he
announced his intention to deliver up the signaturc-book, herbaria, library,
official seal, and all the other property in his possession or power belonging
to the Society. Conformably with this intimation, his lordship stated, Mr.
Frost had attended the council that day, and delivered up the signature-book,
scal, chain, and medal worn by the chairman at the meetings. The other
articles, being too bulky tobe brovght that day, Mr., Frost had promised should
be put in the possession of the treasurer and conservator on the 20th; the
books and muniments of the Society were to be delivered to the librarian.
Thus ends this strange and eventful history !

VARIETIES.
Mode of feasting amongst the Tibetans.—Father Hyacinth, the late Russian
archimandrite at Pekin, gives the following description of an entertai

amongst some Tibetans composing an_embassy to Pekin, in 1818, during his
residence at that city.  ““ In a square chamber were placed some tables; long
and somewhat elevated, on cach of which was a skin sack containing about
fifteen pounds of tsan-pa (a I 1 of roasted barl | made into a
paste with tea); quilts and felt carpets were spread before the tables. The
guests arranged themselves according to seniority, seating with their legs
crossed.  As ench arrived, he was presented with a dish of fsan-pa, in which
pieces of butter were imbedded. The guest took a mouthful, spat it out,
and then tasted another.  When all had met, wine was offered, and then tea.
Before eating they uncovered the hend, and recited a short prager; they then
put on their hats again, and began to drink tea or eat lsan-pa. After the tea
they went to wine. To ench guest was then brought a bowl of oatmeal and
rice, seasoned with butter and sugar, Another prager was recited, and they
began to eat with their fingers; and then returned to the wine, After this
course was over the party took a walk in the court, from whence they returned
in about a quarter of fin hour, and scated themsclves as before, when raw meat,
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sinced and seasoned with salt, pepper, and garlic, was served up ¢ a bowl of this
‘mess wis put before each guest. At the same time there was placed upon every
table scveral dishes filled with large pieces of raw beef and jelly. The guests,
after reciting another prayer, drew knives which they carried about them, cut
the meat into small bits and ate it, previously covering it with a highly sea-
woned hash. They then recommenced drinking wine, and afterwards took
another walk. Returning to the apartment, they renewed their attack upon
the wine. Soon after appeared a tray of toatia (a dish of oatmeal mixed with'
vermicelli and beef), of which a bowl was set before each person. The
guests having repeated a prayer, took their little sticks, and began to eat.
Liast of all were brought small patties ‘covered up in napkins, in order that
they might be carried to the guest’s houses.  This concluded the repast, which
lasted more than half the day. After walking about in the court, the party
returned to the bottle, The entertainer and the guests, at this period, began
to sing and dance: the Tibetan mode of dancing consists in leaping up in one
place. In a short time sugper was serygd up ; it resembled the dinner, but
was 80 not 80 long. - The guests continved to drink till they were completely
intoxicated : the inner doors had beea fastened, so as to prevent any individual
from stealing away before the end of the entertainment.”

Interior of the Malay Peninsula.—The Malacea Observer of the 14th July,
in an account of a trip to Assahan, in the interior, alludes to certain hot wells
‘at a place ealled Ayar Panas, which it seems are becoming frequented for their
beneficial effects in some divorders. On the 12th May the hot spring stood at
152°, the cold water immediately surrounding being only 74°.  Further, ob-
serves the writer of the account, “ the water of the small spring was 156°, or
44° above blood-heat, and the cold water 77°. T took some water from the
spring, and putit in a coco-nut shell, when one minute out of the spring it
sunk to 130% when two minutes out it sunk to 112°, when five minutes to
86°, and ten minutes to 76°; after this I did not'tey, butit may have sunk to
74°, the temperature of the surrounding water.”

The writer gives some desultory details of the country and people, some of
whichgve subjoin.

The road from Ayer Panas to Rheim is good, in fine weather, and the
scenery diversified.  OF the latter place, he says :—“ When you come to
Rheim, ‘you aire pleased with it as a large villuge, and more at the courtesy and
willingness to eblige you; you enter a house remarkably clean, a ready wel-
come, nhd every request complied with for supplies such as they have in their
power to offer (paying for the same of course), and as soon as you can desire.
From this to Assahan the road is very bad; you travel through mud and jun-
gle, small stagnated pools full of leeches, and nothing to diversify the scene,
If you approach a house, your cars are assailed with the timid shrieks of the
women, and the men are seen cautiously advancing ; if at a distance you eall
to them 'tis the sign given for a clear deck, and as you approach for a coco-
nut or information, nothing in the shape of life is secn, nothing heard but the
noisy barking of the dogs.”

Of the Malays, in this part, he says :—“ When angry, Malays care little
for life; they are civil, and to each other particularly ceremonious ; they repay
kindness for kindness, and scem very sensible of any shown to them; they are
well versed in the art of trickery, and not unfrequently, if they find you want
a thing, they forestall you. Tonce saw a dwarf Malay—4@ appeared aboat
twenty-eight years old, and was about four fect high : as he was very poor |
gave him o few doits, he was very gratoful and next morning brought me some
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egas; of course 1 paid for them, but had great difficalty in persuading him to
take the cash. He still, however, persisted, and one day brought .
plantains ; all T .could say or do would not induce him to take the cash, and Iat,
last received them ; for this afterwards I was very glad, for he often brought me
eggs, fruit, and other things, and never scrupled to their value, They
are very fond of smoking, and a poor fellow, whom T y pitied on aceount.
of his being deof and dumb, occasionally made signs for a_cheroot ; I never
refused him, and to do him justice he did not often ask me; he generally
brought me a coco-nut, and was very much pleased ol‘heing engaged asa cooly

to convey two invalid sepoys to Malacca. He was by far the most unassuming
man [ have scen. T was one afternoon returning with my gun from the jungle,
when T was much impressed at seeing a Malay at his prayers, or perhaps, more
properly speaking, T was more surprised at his manner. His god seemed to be

a tree ! ,with his hands devoutly laid across his breast, he was fervently, to all
appearance, enguged in prayer, and scemed perfectly unconscious of our pre-
sence. After remaining in a nnuding attitwde a short time, he prostrated him-
self on the ground, kissing the trunk of the tre®; this' he repeated several
times, alternately rising and prostrating, and at length sat on his haunches,
where I left bim,

Medical. Anthropophy in China.~China is tolerably free from direct cruelty
in her religious superstitions, at least she allows nothing at all that can com-
pare with Hindoo syttees, except her horrible infanticide, which, by the way,
is induced not by religious superstition, but by hard-hearted scepticism and
the visionary drefims of political economy, which says the young stranger has
no right to the board of privileged fathers, and therefore must be gone. But
China has her dnthropophagi Medici : those who, for medical purposes, feed
on various parts of the human bady. - The nfurder of young lad at Macao,
three years ago, was oceasioned by the misbelief that a portion of human flesh
would restore a dyingmian; and the i of ten th d ioned
in the Canton Register, exhibited for sale, the other-day, the gall-bladder of
a man he had cut to pieces, in which grains of rice were steeped, to be eaten
daily in specified numbers, On turning to the Penal Code, it appears that a
man of the Haong-shan district, named Lew, was on a former ofeasion
brought to justice for procuring a portion of human gall at the price of one
hundred and twenty tacls of silver; *and about the year 1811, a,man in
ChesKeang, named Chang, was convicted, who had, in the'tourse of sixteen
years, caused the death of eleven young girls that he might driok certiin fluids
to add vigour to his own constitution !  The twelfth victim to his cannibalism
escaped, to be a witness against him; and the “man in fofln, but brute in
nature,” as the official doch h izes the criminal, was put
to death by a slow and ignominious punishment. The \retch, when he died,
was about seventy years of age. Sixteén fumilies, who had suffered by his
horrible propensity, were summoned to attend his execution by being cut to
pieces, The popular. idea and phraseology in China supposes a relation be-
tween animal: courage and the quantity of gall. A large proportion of that
sceretion is found in bold daring spirits, and timid people have little or none ;
hence it is said a' greater quantity is found when death is inflicted without
causing previous bodily fear, To say a man has no gall, denotes he has no
courage : and a blustéring man will excuse himself for something cowardly by
demanding if’ yougmagine he has a gall-bladder as bigas a firkin, The inference
drawn from these opinions is, that & man can increase the quantity of gall in
his own system by cating the gall of a fellow-creature.a-Canton Reg., May 2.
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Consalations in 'haul. ar the last Days of a Plilogopler. By Sir Humphry Davy,
London, sm, 8vo, 1850.  Murray.

This Imk wm-du- of dialogues upon philosophical subjects, between persons
of science whom the author is supposed to meet in his travels. A variety of ingenious
theories are discussed by them, each speaker developing his peculiar views, The tra-
veller (Philalethes) is led by a swect and musical voice to take a survey of the progress
of civilization, from man in @ savage state of nature, to his highest degree of refine-
ment, The speculations on spiritual being are curious,—they can be nothing more,—
affording scope for fancy rather than reason.  Disputations concerning the vision, or in
regard to subjects sprioging from ity compose the second dialogue. The reasonableness
of revealed religon iy shewn from  the early listory of man. An excursion to the re-
mains of the temples of Passtum brings a new character on the scene, of prepossessing
exterior and corresponding intellect. _The Unknown offers some excellent geological
illustrations ; different systems dre discussed and interesting facts are stated.  Phila-
lethes, being obliged to return to England, after a few months, again travels, accom-
panied by afriend « of mnmmrul and lﬂm: undm-umlmg, asevere thinker, with
great variety of infor an and an Jished naturalist.””
He visits the alpine. uuumry of Austria, md near :he lake of the Traun, meets with an
accident which might have proved fatal but for the almost miraculous aid of the Un-
known, who chanced to be fishing near the' fall of the Teaun. Accompanied by the
Unknown and his frivad Eubathes, he enjoys the romantic scenery of the Tyrol. The
grotto of the Maddelena gives rise to a dinlogue upon the veproduction of thesymotrus
—the funetion of respiration—the immortality of the soul. fgn another dialoguc, the
Unknown delivers his own history as a chemical philosopher, and expatiates upon the
qualifications of the chemist, sixth and last dislogue is produced by a visit to Pola
in Istrin: the deyastations of time are traced to the chemical agency of the elements,—
of clectricity—of gravitation, The work is 'of & very superior- character, elaborately
written, full of -most ingenious thoughts, with some passages of great beauty. To
the ordinary reader it will, porbiaps, appear somewhat visjonary.

The L‘aﬂuul Encyclopeedia.—Domestic | Economy ; by Michuel Donovan, Esq. vol. i.
Landon, 8vo. 1830, | Longman and Co. ind Taylor.

A mass of really useful information, combining practical utility with the features
which belong to a scientific treatis, is contained in this work. The nnl volume com-
mences with a history of intoxicating hquoﬂ. anil then proceeds to give a detailed
account'of malt, from the cultivation of the b-rlry m its final ¢m|vm|on into the state
adapted to the use ‘of the brewer. Disti king, vinegar.making, and
baking, are the pther subjects treated of. The u-vernl lmn« are written with great
care, m:mmhmd the: latest improvements,  Some amusing remarks m‘mmu.

, which relieve the dryness of the details.
Thz Family Library.s=The Lives of British Painters and Sculptors. By Allan Cun-
nibgham. Vols.J and I London, sm, 8vo. 1850. Murray.

Mr. Canningham's biograpby of British artists' jsone of the most valuable modern
additions to that depirtment of literature. It is written in a very pleasing and lively
style, and the particulars of the history of men, whose character is frequently so eccen-
tric, as that of artists, compose an almost inexhaustible store of amusement.

LITERARY INTELLIGENCE.

Dr. Morrison has now in the press at Macao, a vocabulary of the Ganton provincial dia-
lect in one volume oeta®o. It consists of three parts, 1. English and Chinese, 2. Chinese
and English (both arranged alphabetically), and 5. a collcetion of words, idiomatic
phrases, and proverbial sayings, collected and arranged according to subjects, by na-
tive teachers, and translated by Dr. M. As thm.nduin dialect is confined to the
learned, and is s or by few of the i i "Cnm a by
of the provincial language is_absolutely requisite to mhh-h a ready colloquial i nm-r-
course with them ogthe part of foreigners,




tains Porry and Franklin, performed in HL

and 28; in which Pitcairn's ‘Taheite ol o rn e
and other places of interest in the Pacific, were visit Ay T
Mr. William Greenfield, editor of Bags(er's Syrisc’ New Testament, and ‘other

works; has in the press a translation of the New Tunmmv. into Hobmr. 'nu same
gentleman is also preparing for publication, A Series of g of the
Hebrew, Chaldaic, Syriac, Ethiopic, Arabic, Persic,” G'nel Modern Grrei Latin,
Italian, French, Spanish, Portuguese, German, Daiish, Swedish, Russian, Dutch,
Welsh, Trish, Anglo-Saxon, and English: ? ¢

The following works are preparing for publication, "t form a portion of * Consta~
stable’s Miscellany "1 The Achievemepts of (he Knights of-Balta, from the Inst-
tution of the Hospitallers of St. John, in 1099, il lhy Political Extinction of the
Order, by Napoleon, in 1800 ; by Alex. Sutherland, Esqj in two volumes. 2. Life
and Reign of Mahmoud 1T, present Grand Sultan of Turkey, including the Geo-
graphical, Moral, and Political History of that &mpire ; by Edward Upham, Esq., in
one volume, 3. History of Modern Greece; and the Tonian Istands ; with & View of
the Decline of the Turkish Ascendancy on the Grecian Contingnt, -ndnf the Revolu-
tionary War ; in two volumes,
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THE SUTTEE PRACTICE.

A MORE mpomnt event connected with the government of British
'Indll, it has seldom fallen to our lot to announce, than that which is com-
municated in the latest. intelligence from Caleutta contained in our present
number, namely, that an order to put an immediate stop to the practice of
suttees passed the council of the Supreme Government of Bengal towards
the end of November last.

That the subject has occupied the close, unremitted, and painful atten-
tion of the local government, at the urgent desiré-of the Court of Directors,
we were well aware, and that its ion has been lated
by the anxiety and impati ifested by a very id pumon of
the publie in Englnnd and by the solicitations of the missionaries in India.
‘The progression towards what we hope may be called a favourable decision,
became perceptible o those whose inquiries were directed to the subject on
the spot; and hence, probably, it is, that the rumour was circulated, that
the practice had been interdicted in Febryary 1829, to which an allusion
was made in our last namber.

Tt will be observed, that although dl&ne\\spapcrs of the presideney state
in positive terms that the practice is to be immediately abolished, no official
intimation upon the subject had ap d, at the begipning of Deceml
which is the daterof our lasgudweel g'om Calcuﬂn and RO communica-
tion, as far as we can learn, hds been received by the home government,
which authorizes us to assert, what we nevertheless imagine there is no
ground for doubting, that ke suttee rite no Ianger" exists.

We have lately been’in the habit of receiving many letters.and disquisi-
tions upont the subjeet of this rite, and upon the practicability of lbolishing
it without risk to_our-uthority in India; but as we could not perceive that
these points were plmd in_a’new hght, or that any new fact was ad-
duced- which epuld in the slightest degree elucidate the questidn, e have
forborne to ug:lmlmr our pages with the decies repetita vespecting the
horrors of the' rite, the language of the Hindu nudnouhes, and _the other
dun“luch con#tw;ﬁe wjaterials of the confli The ques-
tion, in truth, lay in a very narrow myhs, wbet!m the peretifptory
abolition of this custom ‘would-or would not 1ié regarded hy our Hindu
subjects as an inyasion upon their religious-rites, and-a dereliction of that
pledge, upon which the security ‘of our government is mainly built, - that we
would-not intermeddle forcibly w:t&q;e religion and prejudices’ of the natives
of India. This quéstion could only be solved by a eareful, minute, eom-
prehensive, and deliberate investigati such @sag alone could
institate. The cal and ci isite to ‘deal with such a
peculiar subject as this, which is embarrused by more difficulties than any
political question which it is posmbre o conceive, where feelings are neces-
sarily excited, passions called into play, a.nd»mordmm-prejudmu are con-
cerned, even the government was bound to pause; to hesitate, and to dis-
trust its own judgment, lest it should e uneonscmnsly notmw:d by those
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which, though h ble in the individual posing the go-
verning power, ought to be forgotten, or carefully supp d, in its
capacity. i ¥ ’ by
For a long period has this investigati ied the serious consids

P
of our Indian government. The copious evidence periodically laid upon
the table of the House of Commons, on the subject of the immolation of
Hindu widows, amply attests the solicitude of the East-India Company’s
government fo put a stop to the practice, as well as the extraordinary and
perplexing discrepancy of opinion which has prevailed amongst their ser-
vants, equally qualified by talent and by local experience fo speak as to
the probable qt of an authoritative prohibition of this abomi-
nable custom, It is well observed, in one of the Calcutta papers, that
“ while we exult over the measure (the abolition of suttees), as reflecting
the highest honour on the administration of Lord William Bentinck, it
ought not to be forgotten, that former governments were indefatigably em-
ployed in paving the way for it, and in ascertaining the obligation of this
practice, as a duty enjoined by the Hindoo laws. The accumulated evi-
dence of years of caution and deliberation has established the fact of the
practice being a.corruption as much of the spirit and doctrines of the Shas-
ters, as it is an outrage on humanity, and on the ground alike of humanity
and good faith, the abolition has at Jength been resolved upon.”

Whatever may be the true origin of this strange and barbarous custom,
whether the report which is given of its motive by the classical writers
of Greece and Rome, that it affords a guarantee against domestec
treason, be true or not, this inference cannot but be admitted, that it
must have taken its rise from some very powerful consideration, and must
have connected itself with some of the strongest prejudices of the human
mind, to have become ‘popular, or eyen been tolerated, amongst a people
proverbially remarkable for their tenderness towards animal life in all its
forms.

One of our most indefatigable correspondents upon this subject is Colonel
Macdonald, who has at different periods favoured us with his sentiments on
it, at considerable length. In the Asiatic Journal for March 1822,% he
i igated, ‘with an ind degree of research, the Hindu laws re-
specting the burning of widows; and the result of this investigation led
him, a decided enemy to the atrociqus custom, to conceive that it might be
overcome by obliging the unfortunate victims to conform to the strict letter
of the law, and mount unassisted the pile whilst in flames, concluding that
itis not in human nature to suppose that five out of five thousand wonld
encounter death in this tremendous form. We have before us a recent
letter from this gentleman, wherein he reiterates his hypothesis. He says:

Ttis certainly not advisable to put a stop to the destruction of life, in the
terrific form of burning alive on a funeral pile, by a positive mandate of
Government, legally justifiable as that might_be, while the same end can be
obtained by executing the law in its very letter. If an infatuated Hindoo
widow shall distinctly declare before the constituted authorities, that, un-

* Vol xiif p. 220.
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ntoxicated with drugs, she is d ined, alone and i ‘to-!ouu-
raging pile, she may safely be permitted to make an experi which one

out of a thousand will not be found equal to. The natives, interested by
- avarice in the death of the widow, will not, it would appear from recent
instances, when all that is unlawful in the apparatus of the self-
immolation, is distinctly proved to be inadmissible: because they are aware,
that without the aid of the frame, of the ligatures, of the piles, and of stu-
pifying drugs, they could not accomplish their nefarious purpose. As a proof
of this, they have relinquished their plan of murder, on being informed of
what they well knew, viz, that the act, by the law of the country, must be
perfectly voluntary. .

How far such a regulation would be justifiable, considering that it is ad-
mitted that the lzw of the Hindus, properly so called, contains no express
command of the suttee rite, which is a long-continued custom, and custo-
marily performed, not in the manner that regulation would require, or would
be consistent with ourrule of interfe with the religious customs of
the Hindus; and how far such a regulation would be dable on the
score of humanity, since it precludes il hope of escape to the wretehed
female, itis unnecessary, in the present circumstances of the question, to
decide. We quote the opinion of this gentl as a single evidence, and
others might be adduced, of the contrariety of sentiment which has pre-
vailed amongst even the warmest advocates of abolition, as to the means
whereby that object mightbe best attained.

‘We subjoin an extract from another communication which has reached
us, regarding the expedients which might be adopted for the prevention of
the practice. The introductory passage has no necessary connexion with
the subject of suttees, but it is curious:

The question seems to be, whether or not our possessions in the East would
be endangered by our interference in putting down this inhuman practice ; and
if no danger be apprehended, by what means is the practice to be abolished
becomes the next question. It is my intention here to relate in what manner
T was once fortunate enough to save an unhappy widow from the flames pre-
pared for her by the relentless Brahmil The Northern Concan being ceded
to the British government, it fell to my lot to take charge of it. The inso-
lence of the Mahrattas towards the British officers, as they travelled through
the Conean to Guzerat, was well known, and as great inconvenience and delay
not unfrequently arose, the cession of this part of the country was particularly
agreeable to every officer, civil and military. T found the inhabitants sullen,
gloomy, and morose, whilst the killedar of Bassein (the principal place, and
my head-quarters), to save himself the mortification of delivering up the keys
of the fort, quitted the place on the instant he received orders from Poona.
Anxious to enter the fort to take an inventory of stores, &c. which it might
contain, I set out for the purpose, but to my astonishment found myself
alone, not a single native following me. On inquiring the reason, I was in-
formed that the fort was letely in the p ion of an snake,
covered with hair, and that for years no one had entered the gateway. I went
on, however, and threw wide the heavy gates, entering a perfect wilderness.
The rainy season had commenced, and wading through long and wet grass,
and weeds up to my knees, Ifound myself in an old building filled with rubbish.
Ina second I found matchlocks, powder-boxes, with several pounds of ammu-
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nition, sponges, swords, and two old nuggarahs, or kettle-drums. On the
second day Lieut, —— offered to assist me by going to the fort and com-
pleting the inventory, A fever seized him on his return: he ealled for me, but
T had proceeded to a village at some distance to settle some affairs connected
with the revenue, On my return Lieut, —— was dying : he scemed sensible,
however, and was able to speak. “The fort,” he said, “ the fort contains—""
here his voice failed him ; but rallying again, he cried, “ Oh, sir, T have in that
fort discovered—"" what never passed his lips, for death had placed his seal upon
them. Whether the unhappy young man had found the hairy snuke, or im-
mense treasure, I never could make out; but certainly when I and others
followed up the search, we discovered neither one or the other. From the
anxiety of the natives to keep me out of the fort by endeavouring to create
alarm by their report of the snake, I more than once suspected that treasure
was to a considerable amount concealed within its walls : it may still be there.
" Soon after my arrival it was reported to me that a suttee was in preparation.
At this period no rules or regulations fettered us in the exercise of our judg-
ment in such matters; and I therefore resolved to strive all in my power to
dissuade the wretched woman from destruction. The task was attended with
more difficulty than I could have imagined; burn she would, and no one
should prevent her: these were the words she uttered over and over again.
Crowds of persons surrounded her dwelling, and heaps of faggots were already
piled upon the open esplanade near the sea, The Brahmins never quitted
the womau’s side, and I began 6 despair of success. At length she was left
alone for a few minutes, and then I poured out all my arguments against
the meditated immolation, The terrors of suffocation, the horrors of fire,
had no effect; whilst the enormity and wickedness of the act was ridi-
culed, for she had been informed by her priests that the deed was the
most praiseworthy, the most virtuous, and consequently the most accepta-
ble to her God : still I persevered, and the woman seemed to waver a
little. “ Am I not now looked upon by every one as a goddess ?” she said,
“ and, in consequence, above them all?” Pride was, I now saw, predomi-
nant, and for the sake of enjoying an imaginary superiority for a few moments,
the deluded creature was ready to reduce her body to ashes, to be scattered
before the wind. My plan was now formed : and when the Brahmins waited
upon me to know if I intended by foree to prevent the burning of the widow,
1 first inquired what the Shaster said upon the subject, They could not say
the law commanded a widow to burn ; but that it declared it to be praiseworthy
80 to.do, Upon this the wily Brahmins, for the preservation of their own
lives against poison from the haods of their wives, have upheld the practice,
They awaited my decision. I again inquired how many Brahmins were neces-
sary to follow the widow to the pile? they answered one or two, attended by
the widow’s relations. “I shall not prevent ber burning,” said I, “ unless
she herself declines doingso; no force shall be used against her on my part,
nor shall any be suffered on your side, and I intend to be present.” The
Brahmins considered the day their own, and led forth the victim, who, finding
herself attended only by two Brahmins and one relation, an old woman (the
crowd haying by my orders been dispersed), soon began to change her tone ;
she was no longer the worshipped goddess of the multitude, no longer the
queen of the rabble, and in consequence refused to burn, and the disappointed
priests in anger turned away, leaving the agitated woman at my feet shedding
tears of gratitude, for she felt assured my interference had rescued her from *
the torments of the flames, How simple then is the prevention of a suttec?
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noforeodidln-mwvduluwmn. but I I:epnmyﬁunbble, 1 suffered
no drums and to drown goseins or holy

beggars to fall down and kiss the hem of the mdow-pm@nn The pile was
before her; that bitter plu, deprived of its gilding, could not be swallowed.
I do not aver that every instance of determined sacrifice could thus be pre-
vented, but I do say that four out of six might be thus put a stop to.
Anxiously did I hope for a second oppormmty to lrymy plan; but alas, ere it
offered itself, g had issued \! horized the burning
of widows, provid.d they were not pregnant, md no compnhxon was used to-
wards them.

Since the p Igation of these suttees have certainly not been
less f:equent for the very ci of the g P being on
the spot, although for the purpose of preventing fon:e. gives a sanction to the
dreadful proceeding, and hundreds of young women annually fall victims to
bigotry, superstition, and cruelty, no helping arm being outstretched to save

em.

The natives of India soon become reconciled to the orders of their govern-
ment, and I am at a loss to discover what disastrous events can arise from
abolishing suttees, than followed the discontinuance of infanticide in Cutch,
or the cruelties practised on the banks of the Ganges at Calcutta,

1t is worth the reader’s attention, to cousider the effect which the bare
promulgation of a serious design on the part of government to entertain the
project of abolition has had upon the native mind, so far as its sentiments
can be interpreted by the language of the papers published at Caleutta
in the oriental tongues. We abstain from terming them native papers, be-
cause we have reason to think that one of them is, indirectly at least, under
the control of European management. As this is a subject which comes
directly home to the feelings of a Hindy, and is unconnected with those
topics relating to the Company’s authority about which there might be some
suspicion of partiality and party bias, we may assume that the real native
papers speak the genuine sentiments which would be suggested by a Hindu
mind on this subject. The Chandrika has aj d as the champion of
the practice about to be abolished; the news of wlnch event, the editor tells
us (with the help of his translator), occasioned him to be seized with such
alarm, as to make him believe that the Hindu religion is now on its last
legs. At this awful intelligence,” hesays, “we have trembled from head
to foot, and are distressed, terrified, and astonished.”” It is observable,
that the writer does not attempt to justify the practice, except by alleging
that itisa “holy rite,” sanctioned by the Skastras, and by offering, very
fairly, toput the question as to the abolition of it upon the issue, whether
the practice be grounded upon the Skastras or not. “Let this question,”
he says, “ be put through the whole extent of the British dominions wherein
the Hindu Shastras prevail, and let the answer be brought forward : if it
be stated that Suttees are not according to the Skastras, do your desire, and
we shall feel noanxiety.” In the adverse event, he affirms, that “ the soul
of the Hindus will be di d.” The against the abolition, on
the part of the editor of the Chandrika, ‘are deduced ab inconvenient.
He urges, the tolerance of this praetice by the Mussulmans, and that the
British government stand pledged to their Hindu subjects to leave it un-
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touched.  He seems to consider that an oath to this effect was taken by the
British. .

The arguments of the Chandrike are combated in another paper,
the Sumachar Durpun, with a degree of logical precision, and with a
freedom from prejudice, which would be surprising, could we be assured
that the article was the composition of a native. In short, itis aconcise and
convincing summary of the European arguments against the practice. The
writer begins by a statement, shewing that the rite is not sanctioned by
Menu; that, as areligious act, self-immolation ranks the lowest of the three
acceptable acts which win favour fromheaven. He then points out the
disuse of this rite in many parts of India, and also the oceasional interfe-
rence of relatives to prevent the sacrifice of a widow, which they would not
do, if the rite were commanded, -as an essential part of the Hindu reli-
gion. Wit respect to the obligation imposed on the British government,
to abstain from interference with the religious observances of the Hindus, the
editor's remarks are shrewd and sensibile:

Respecting the oath the English are said to have taken, on the subject of
Hindoo observances, when they aequired the country, we are somewhat in-
credulous. Whereisit? In what public document is it recorded? The
British conquered the country from the Musulmans, not from the Hindoos,
and it is not probable that they would have given any such oath, except to
the Musulmans, But if it be said, that they granted a general promise to
“the Hindoos, that they should enjoy the free exercise of their religion, this
promise did not include the permission of any rites, or the gift of any privi-
leges, contrary to equity or the dictates of humanity. For-instance, the ca-
pital punish of Brahmins is forbidden in the Hindoo shastras, yet the
English have found it necessary to subvert the Hindoo law in' this respect,
and subject them to a like punishment for similar crimes with the Soodra.
The exposing of children at Sagor, was an act said to be sanctioned by reli-
gious authority, yet the English Government has abolished it altogether.
This promise, therefore, if it ever was given, did not extend to the permis-
sion of acts which appeared either unjust or eruel. If any Hindoo imagines
that the prohibition of suttees arises from a disposition on the part of go-
vernment to subvert the Hindoo religion by force, he is much mistaken.
Goyernment has no such object in view. The act will be forbidden not be-
cause it is esteemed religions, but because it is considered cruel, and inas-
much as it is contrary to British cquity to allow of the destruction of life,
where there has been no crime. Certainly the perfect toleration of the Hin-
doo religion for the last sixty years, ought by this time to have convinced
the natives that g is incay of ining such an idea. After
suttees shall have been abolished, there will not be one Brahmin, one temple,
one festival, less than before the prohibition. How then can it be said, with

any degree of truth, that the abolition of suttees will be the subversion of
Hindooism ?

IF these are the sentiments of a Hindu, and if there is any considerahle
portion of the native community who participate in them, there is no
ground of apprehension as to the result, and it fully explains and justifies
the measure of the Bengal government.

On the other hand, we find it stated in the Chandrika, that a petition of the
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natives is o be presentéd to the government against the abolition, by indi-
viduals who are said, in that paper, to comprise “ the learned, the wealthy,
the virtiious, the noble, the polite, and the mild.” This petition, however,
we learn from one of the European papers, receives no support from the
respectable members of the native community. The truth, probably, lies
in the medium : that there are respectable Hindus who view the suttee rite
with aversion is notorious; it is equally notorious, on the other hand, that
there are some respectable natives whose sentiments are decidedly in favour
of it. Among the latter is the well-known Radhacant Deb, a person of high
respectability, an excellent English scholar, and who lives on terms of

lly close intimacy with Furop
The expedient of rewarding aged widows, adopted hy the Chinese
might ile those of Hind: to the tedium of widow-

[
hood.  The Emperor Kang-he introduced a law that every aged widow,
who had not married a second time, should receive a sum of money for
the erection of a triumphal arch, with the inscription “ the. door of chaste
longevity.”

We await the next advices from Caleutta with anxious impatience.

—_—

EAST-INDIA INDIGO.
To rur Evrrox.

Sin: Inan article in the Asiatic Journal Tor the present month, entitled
“ East-India Indigo and Sugar,”’ extracted from the Calcutta Government
Gazelle, notice is taken of a paper on indigo, which is said to have beer
submitted to the Bengal Agrioultural and Horticultural Society, by Mr. N.
Alexander, and in which he is represented to have stated that the  cultiva-
tion of indigo was unknown to the natives of India, previous to its introduc-
tion through the enterprize of English merchants.”

Unless I am much more misinformed upon this subject than T am willing
to admit, I cannot compliment the Agricultural and Horticultural Society
of Bengal on the 'y of their pond:

I have always understood that, Lefore the discovery of the passage round
the Cape of Good Hope, Europe derived, through the former channel of
intercourse with the East, the whole of her supplies of indigo from these
very countries, where we are now so confidently informed that “ its cultiva-
tion was unknown to the natives previous to its introduction through the en-
terprize of English merchants,”’*

Referring to a later period, T have traced an authentic statement of the
quantities of indigo imported by the old London East-India Company (who
never cultivated it on their own account) between the years 1665 and 1694,
after they had established their chief factory at Surat, to which place, and

* Indigo was well known to the ancients as an Tndian production. Pliny (fb. xxxv.) describes it,
under the name of Inicum, aud mentions, In two places, that it was brought to Europe from Tndia.

He confesses his Ignorance of s nature, bt supposes It to be a kind of mud sticking (o the foam of
reeds: ** arundinum spuma adharoscente ltmo e Ev,
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to Bombay, they brought indigo from Agra and Seind, and also from Ah-
madavad, for the London market, What quantities may have been imported
into Europe by the French, Duteh, Danes, and Portuguese, 1 have no
means of knowing. Neither can it now be ascertained what the quality of
the Indian indigo then was, compared with the quality of the indigo of the
present day; but, judging from the average sale prices, and making a due
allowance for the difference of the value of money at that time and the
present, and the little comparative demand for indigo for English manufac-
tures, it may reasonably be inferred that the higher priced kinds of indigo
were little, if at all, inferior to the indigo of the present day.

When different European nations had formed settlements in the West-
Tndies and on the continent of America, they gave such encouragement to
the production of indigo in those countries, that it supplanted the importa-
tion from the East. Itis probable also that the distracted state, into whioh
the Mogul empire fell, tended to impede the procuring of indigo in India.
The people of Indin, however, continued to manufacture indigo for their
own purposes even in the neighbourhood of Caleutta. On the separation
of the British colonies from this country, several persons manufactured
indigo in Bengal with a view of supplying Europe. The suecess of their
endeavours was, however, in a very languid state, and individuals lost
large sums of money, until the distractions in the once flourishing French
colony of St. Domingo, from which Europe wasin a great degree supplied
with indigo, again gave an opening for the sale of India indigo in Europe.
The long wars of this country with Spain since 1780, the revolt of the
Spanish colonies, and Spain still continuing her hostility to thase colonies,
tended to impede the importations from America.

In conclusion, Mr. Editor, T cannot avoid expressing my surprise, not
only that any body who had tuened bis attention to the subject should make
the assertion attributed to Mr, N. Alexander, but that it should be put
forth, in connexion with the proceedings of a Society, which ought to have
Leen better informed, without any apparent discovery of its incorrectness.

1 am, Sir, your's, &o.
Ixpicus,

Statement of the quantity of indigo imparted into England, by the Lon-
don East-Indin Company, from Suratand Bombay, from 1664 to 1694 :

Lahore or Agr we lbs, 1,241,967
Ahmadavad .. do. 510,003
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